HI S8 T 0; *R-_ 
oF mus | „ b 


% 


E FR R T H, 
1 NATURE. 


OLIVER GOLDSMITH. 


IN EIGHT VOLUMES. 
— — — — — —— —  _ 


A NEW EDITION. 


— — — 


v O L. III. 


— ens CESARE »- 


— 


* * 


E ‚ 1300 N: 
Printed for F. WIN GRA E, Succeſſor to 
Mr. Nous E, in the Strand. 


M. DCC. XCI, 


"= © 0 N T. E N Ip 8 
ot the Third Volume: | 


Cay, gn =O | 233 
0 8 * . PESTS PREY 
1 "Of 2 of the Cow 
! | Kind . — 7 
8 The Buffalo = *- — 24 
III. Of Animals of the Sheep and Goat 
Xii HS. © cm 

The Sheep - - = = - 35 
The Goat, and its numerous Va- 
rie tie 1 
The Gazelles = — > ts 65 
IV. Of the Muſk Animal = - = = 81 
V. Animals of the Deer Kind - - 86 
The Fallow-Deer - = 115 
| The Roe-Buck = = = = = 121 
The Elk = - « = 129 
The Rah- Bees = - = - 138 
YL Of Quadrupedes of the Flog Kind 158 
The Peccary, or Tajac um 169 
The Capibara, or Cabiai = = = 175 
The Bab yroueſſa, 0 or Indian Hog 178 
VII. Animal 


a _—_ mac 4 * 2 * PIP 5 * 
. . . . ——.— — NN 
1 * N . 


CONTENT 8. 


| Crap, | 


VII. 4nimals. of. 4b Cat Rina” - 


The Lion 
. The Tiger = = 


De Panthbr, and the onda 


VIII. Animals of the 1255 Kind - 


The Mol- 
The Fox = = + = 
The Fackall ES 

-T he Iſati = (= 


De Hyana = 


IX. Of Animals of the all Ki ind 


The Ermine, or Stoat 


The Ferret 


The Palecat 
_ The Hrn 
Wy. The Sable -— — 
The Ichneumon. = 
The Stinkards. = 
The Genette' '- = 


The Gio. i- 4 


The Glutten 


2 


_ * 
8 . 
wy —_ 


„ * 
A * 
* 
o_ 
1 . 
pi 


— 


— — 


” 


_ 
* 


as 
\ mY 


* 


AN 


$a 
4 
— 
175 > 
— 
FE. = 
* 
& » 4 


1 ©; * mg 


« 
8 1 « 8 * , * 3 
1 * a ? o „ 2 - * -/ F 7 + 647 4 15 
* w 
. . 4 3 4 
3 if p Wd 7 


i, 8 * 1 * ix Ip 2 24 1 
Ant 8 $ * 
1 
2 
= T4 — F + N — % >. . 
* 5 % . 
: P ® 9 * 
. * - 128 — 52 #:; 1 
; - & 4 * * * 147 7 : FAY 3 
122 
& £ & + 4 # 
. * x 4 95 . f 1 4 * 5 * , * " 90 
* a * 13 N 4 4 « 

c T's A TE 

* 


of Ruminating 4 Aninals Ia 


34 10 £59%152 Lohr 

Of ot digs; thoſs ht chew the i are 
the moſt harmleſs, and the moſt eaſily 
tamed, + As they live entirely upon vegetables, 
it is neither their intereſt nor their pleaſure to 
make war upon the reſt of the brute creation; 
content with the paſtures here they are placed, 
they ſeldom deſtre- to change, while they are 
furniſhed with à proper ſupply; and fearing 
nothing from each other, they generally go 
in herds for their mutual ſecurity. All the 
fierceſt of the carnivorous. kinds ſeek * food 5 
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in gloomy ſolitude; theſe, on the contrary, 

range together; the very meaneſt of them are 
found to unite in each other's defence; and 

the hare itſelf is a gregarious animal, in thoſe 
countries where it has no other enemies but 
the beafts of the foreſt to guard againſt. 

As the food of rumitiant animals is entirely 
of the vegetable kind, and as this is very eaſily 
procured, ſo theſe animals ſeem naturally more 
indolent and leſs artful than thoſe of the car- 
nivorous kinds ; and as-their appetites are more 
ſimple, their inſtincts ſeem to be leſs capable 
of variation. The fox or the wolf are for 
ever prowling; their long habits of want give 
them a degree of ſharpneſs and cunning ; 
their life is a continued ſcene of ſtratagem and 
eſcape: but the patient ox, or the deer, en- 
joy the repaſt that Nature has abundantly pro- 
vided; certain of ſubſiſtence, and content with 
ſecurity. TIA: 5 

As Nature tid farniſhed theſe ti. with 
an appetite for ſuch coarſe and ſimple .nutri- 
ment, ſo ſhe has enlarged the capacity of the 
inteſtines, to take in a greater ſupply.” In the 
carnivorous kinds, as their food is nouriſhing 
and juicy, their ſtomachs are but ſmall, and 
their inteſtines ſhort; but in theſe, whoſe 
paſture is coarſe, and where much muſt be ac- 
Edinalated before Og quantity: of nouriſhment 
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numerous, and their inteſtines long and muſ- 
.cular. The bowels of a ruminating animal 
may be conſidered as an elaboratory, with 
veſſels in it, fitted for various tranſmutations. 
It requires a long and tedious proceſs before 
graſs can be tranſmuted into fleſh; and for 
this purpoſe, Nature, in general, has furniſh- 
ed ſuch animals as feed upon graſs with 
four ſtomachs, through which the food ſuc- 
ceſſively paſſes, 1 - undergoes the proper ſe» 
parations. 

Of the four Rane with which ruminant 
animals are furniſhed, the firſt is called the 
paunch, which receives the food after it has 
been ſlightly chewed ; the ſecond is called the 
honeycomb, and is properly nothing more than 
a continuation of the former ; theſe two, which 
are very capacious, the animal fills as faſt as it 
can, and then lies down to ruminate, which 
may be properly conſidered as a kind of vo- 
miting without effort or pain. The two fto- 
machs above mentioned being filled with as 
much as they can contain, and the graſs, which 
was lightly chewed, beginning to ſwell with 
the heat of the ſituation, it dilates the ſtomachs, 
and theſe again contract upon their contents. 
The aliment, thus ſqueezed, has but two paſ- 
lages to eſcape at; one into the third ſtomach, 
which is very narrow; and the other back, by 
the galley into the mouth, which is wider. 
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The greateſt quantity, therefore, is driven back 


through the largeſt. aperture into the mouth, 
to be chewed a ſecond time; while a ſmall part, 


and that only the moſt liquid, is driven into the 
third ſtomach, through the orifice which is 


ſo ſmall. + The food which is driven to the 


mouth, and chewed a ſecond time, is thus ren- - 


dered more ſoft and moiſt, and becomes at laſt 


liquid enough to pals into the conduit that goes 


to the third ſtomach, where it undergoes a ſtill 
farther comminution. In this ſtomach, whi ich 
is called the manyfold, from the number of its 


leaves, all which tend to promote digeſtion, 
the graſs has the appearance of boiled ſpinage, 
but not yet ſufficiently reduced, ſo as to 


make a part of the animal's nouriſhment : it 


requires the operation of the fourth ſtomach 


for this purpoſe, where it undergoes a com- 
plete maceration, and is ſeparated to be turned 
into chyle. 


But Nature has not been leſs careful in an- 


other reſpect, in fitting the inteſtines of theſe 
animals for their food. In the carnivorous 
kinds they are thin and lean; but in ruminat- 
ing animals they are ſtrong, fleſhy, and well 
covered with fat. Every precaution ſeems 


taken that can help their digeſtion : their ſto- 


mach is ſtrong and muſcular, the more readily 
to act upon its contents; their inteſtines are 


lined with fat, the better to preſerve their 
g warmth; 


— 
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warmth; and they are extended to a much great- | 
er length, ſo as to extract every part of that 
nouriſhment which their vegetable food ſo ſcan- 
tily ſupplies. 


In this manner are all quadrupedes of the 
cow, the ſheep, or the deer kind, ſeen to rumi- 
nate; being thus furniſhed with four ſtomachs, 


for the macerating of their food. Theſe, there- 
fore, may moſt properly be called the rumi- 


nant kinds; although there are many others 


that have this quality in a leſs oblervable de- 
gree. The rhinoceros, the camel, the horſe, 
the rabbit, the marmotte, and the ſquirrel, all 
chew the cud by intervals, although they are not 
furniſhed with ſtomachs like the former. But 
not theſe alone, there are numberleſs other ani- 
mals that appear to ruminate; not only birds, 
but fiſhes, and inſets. Among birds are the 


pelican, the ſtork, the heron, the pigeon, and 


the turtle; theſe have a power of diſgorging 


their food to feed their young. Among fiſnes 


are lobſters, crabs, and that fiſh called the do- 
rado. The falmon alſo is faid to be of this 
number: and, if we may believe Ovid, the ſca- 
rus likewiſe ; of which he ſays :: 


Of all the fiſh that graze beneath the food, 


He only ruminates his former food. 


At contra herboſa piſces laxantur arena, 
Ut ſcarus epaſtas ſolus qui ruminat eſcas. 
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Of inſects, the ruminating tribe is Rill n Ker : 
the mole, the cricket, the waſp, the drone, the 
bee, the graſhopper, and the beetle. All theſe 
animals either actually chew the cud, or ſeem 
at leaſt to ruminate. They have the ſtomach 
compoſed of muſcular fibres, by means where- | 
of the food 1s ground up and down, in the 
fame manner as in thoſe which are particular- 
ly diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of rumi- 
JANES. 

But not theſe alone; men ive have 
been often known to ruminate, and ſome even 
with pleaſure. The accounts of theſe cala- 
mities, for ſuch I muſt conſider them, incident 
to our fellow-creatures, are not very pleaſant 
to read; yet I muſt tranſcribe a ſhort one, as 
given us by Slare, in the Philoſophical Tranſ- 
actions, as it may in ſome meaſure ſhew the 
ſatisfaction which the lower tribes of animals 
enjoy while they ruminate. The man in queſ- 
tion was a citizen of Briſtol, of about twenty 
years of age, and, what a more extra- 
ordinary ſtill, of a ruminating family, for his 
father was frequently ſubject to the ſame in- 
 Hrmity, or amuſement, as he himſelf perhaps 
would call it, This young man uſually began 
to chew his meat over again within about a 
quarter of an hour after eating. His ruminating 
-after a full meal generally laſted about an hour 


and an half; nor could he fleep until this taſk 
| | WAS 
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was performed, The victuals, upon the re- 
turn, taſted even more pleaſantly than at firſt; 


and returned as if they had been beaten up in 
a mortar. If he ate a variety of things, that 


which he ate firſt came up again firſt ; and if - 


this return was interrupted for any time, it pro- 
duced ſickneſs and diforder, and he was never 
well till it returned. Inſtances of this kind, 
however, are rare and accidental ; and it is hap- 
py for mankind that they are ſo. Of all other 
animals, we ſpend the leaſt time in eating; this 
is one of the great diſtinctions between us and 
the brute creation; and eating is a pleaſure of 
ſo low a kind, that none but ſuch as are nearly 
allied to the quadrupede, deſire its protege 

tion, | | 


E 
of Quadrupede of the Cow Kin ind. 


F all ruminant animals, thoſe of the cow 
kind deſerve the firſt rank, both for their 

ſize, their beauty, and their ſervices. The horſe 
is more properly an animal belonging to the 
rich; the ſheep chiefly thrives in a flock, and 
requires attendance ; but the cow is more eſpe- 
cially the poor man's pride, his riches, and his 
ſupport. There are many of our peaſantry that 
bave no other poſſeſſion but a cow; and even 
B 4 | of 
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of the advantages reſulting from this moſt uſeful 
creature, the poor are but the nominal poſſeſſors. 


Its fleſh they cannot pretend to taſte, ſince then 


their whole riches are at once deſtroyed; its 
calf they are obli ged to fatten for ſale, ſince 
'veal is a delicacy they could not make any pre- 
tenſions to; its very milk is wrought into but- 
ter and cheeſe for the tables of their maſters; 
while they have no fhare even in their own. 
poſſeſſion, but the choice of their market. I 
cannot bear to hear the rich crying out for 
liberty, while they thus ſtarve their fellow-crea- 
tures; and feed them up with an imaginary 
good, while they Ph the real benefits 
of nature. | 

In thoſe countries where the men are under 


better fubordination, this excellent animal is of 


more general advantage. In Germany, Poland, 
and Switzerland, every peaſant keeps two or 
three cows, not for the benefit of his maſter, but 
for himſelf, The meaneſt of the peaſants there 
kills one cow at leaſt for his own table, which 
he falts and hangs-up, and thus preſerves as a 
delicacy all the year round. There is ſcarce a 
cottage in thoſe countries that is not hung 


round with thefe marks of hoſpitality; and 


which often make the owner better contented 
with hunger, ſince he has it in his power to be 
luxurious when he thinks proper. A piece of 


| beef hung up there, is conſidered as an elegant 
piece 


Co KR 
piece of furniture, which, though ſeldom touch- 
ed, at leaſt argues the poſſeſſor's opulence and 
eaſe. But it 1s very different, for ſome years 
paſt, in this country, where our lower ruſtics at 
leaſt are utterly unable to purchaſe meat any 
part of the year, and by them even butter is con- 
ſidered as an article of extravagance. | 

The climate and paſture of Great Britain, 
however, is excellently adapted to this animal's 
moderate nature; and the verdure, and the fer- 
tility of our plains are perfectly ſuited to the 
manner of its feeding; for wanting the upper 
fore teeth, it loves to graze in an high rich 
paſture, This animal ſeems but little regardful ' 
of the quality of its food, provided it be ſupplied 
in ſufficient abundance ;z it makes no particular 
diſtinctions in the choice of its herbage, but 
indiſcriminately and haſtily devours the proper 
quantity. For this reaſon, in our paſtures, 
where the graſs is rather high than ſucculent, 
more flouriſhing than nutritious, the cow thrives 
admirably; and there is no part of Europe where 
the tame animal grows larger, yields more milk, 
or more readily fattens, than with us. 

Our paſtures ſupply them with abundance, 
and they in return enrich the paſture; for, of 
all animals, the cow ſeems to give back more 


than it takes from the ſoil. The horſe and the 


ſheep are known, in a courſe of years, to impo- 


veriſh the ground, The land where they have fed 
| | B 5 becomes 
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F 


becomes weedy, and the vegetables coarſe and 
unpalatable : on the contrary, the paſture where 


the cow has been bred, acquires a finer ſofter 
| ſurface, and becomes every year more beautiful 


and even. The reaſon is, that the horſe being 


furniſhed with fore teeth in the upper jaw, nips 


the graſs cloſely, and, therefore, only chuſes 
that which is the moſt delicate and tender; the 
ſheep alſo, though, with reſpect to its teeth, 
formed like the cow, only bites the moſt ſuccu- 
lent parts of the herbage: theſe animals, there- 
fore, leave all the high weeds ſtanding; and 
while they cut the finer graſs too clofely, ſuffer 


the ranker herbage to vegetate and over-run the 


paſture. But it is otherwiſe with the cow; as 
its teeth cannot come ſo cloſe to the ground as 


_ thoſe of the horſe, nor ſo readily as thoſe of the 


ſheep, which are leſs, it is obliged to feed upon 
the talleſt vegetables that offer; thus it eats 
them all down, and, in time, levels the ſurface of 


the paſture. 


The age of the cow is known by the teeth 
and horns. This animal is furniſhed with eight 
cutting teeth in the lower jaw; at the age of 
ten months, the two middlemoſt of theſe fall out, 
and are replaced by others, that are not ſo white, 
but broader; at the age of ſixteen months, the 
two next milk-white teeth fall out likewiſe, and 
others come up in their room : thus, at the end 


of every ſix months, the creature loſes and 


gains, 


"Gf oe" K t u n. 1 


gains, till at the age of three years, all che cut- 
ting teeth are renewed, and then they are long, 
pretty white and equal; but in proportion as the 
animal advances in years, they become irregular 
and black, their inequalities become ſmoother, - 
and the animal leſs capable of chewing its food. 
Thus the cow often declines from this ſingle 
_ cauſe; for, as it is obliged to eat a great deal to 
ſupport life, and as the ſmoothneſs of the teeth 
makes the difficulty of chewing great, a ſuffi- 
cient quantity of food cannot be ſupplied to the 
ſtomach. Thus the poor animal ſinks in the 
mid{t of plenty, and every year grows leaner 


and leaner, till it dies. 
The horns are another, and a ſurer t 


of determining this animal's age. At three 
years old, it ſheds its horns, and new ones ariſe 
in their place, which continue as long as it 
lives; at four years of age, the cow has ſmall 
pointed neat ſmooth horns, thickeſt near the 
head; at five the horns become larger, and are 
marked round with the former year's growth. 
Thus, while the animal continues to live, the 
horns continue to lengthen ; and every year a 
new ring is added at the root; ſo that, allowing 
three years before their appearance, and then 
reckoning the number of rings, we TE in Avg 
together the animaPs age exactly. 

As we have indiſputably the beſt hiked of 


Horned cattle of any in Europe, ſo it was not 
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12 QUADRUPEDES OF THE 
without the ſame aſſiduity that we came to excel 


in theſe, as in our horſes. The breed of cows 


has been entirely improved by a foreign mix- 
ture, properly adapted to ſupply the imperfec- 
tions of our own. Such as are purely Britiſh, 
are far inferior in ſize to thofe on many parts of 
the continent; but thoſe which we have thus 
improved, by far excel all others. Our Lincoln- 
ſhire kind derive their ſize from the Holſtein 
breed: and the large hornleſs cattle that are 
bred. in ſome parts of England came originally 
from Poland. We were once famous for a wild 


breed of theſe animals, but theſe have long ſince 


been worn out; and perhaps no kingdom in 


Europe can furniſh ſo few wild animals of all 


kinds, as our own, Cultivation and agriculture ; 
are ſure to baniſh theſe, wherever they are 
found; and every addition a country receives 
from art, drives away thoſe animals that are only 
fitted for a ſtate of nature. | 
Of all quadrupedes, the cow ſeems moft 
liable to alteration from its paſture. In the dit- 
ferent parts of our own country, we eaſily per- 
ceive the great varieties produced among theſe 
animals, by the richneſs or poverty of the ſoil. 
In ſome they grow to a great bulk; and I have 
ſeen an ox ſixteen hands high, which is taller - 
than the general run of our horſes. In others, 
they appear as diminutive; being not ſo large 
as an als, The breed of the Ille of Man, Fas 
18 5 mo 


BE. 
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moſt parts of Scotland, is much leſs in general 
than in England or Ireland: they are differently 
ſhaped alſo, the dewlap being much ſmaller, 
and, as the expreſſion is, the beaſt has more of 
the ewe neck. This, till ſome years ago, was 

conſidered in cattle as a deformity ; and the cow 


was choſen, according to Virgib's direction, with 
a large dewlap: however, at preſent it is the 
' univerſal opinion, that the cow wants in udder 
what it has in neck, and the larger the dewlap, 
the ſmaller is the quantity of its milk. Our 


graziers now, therefore, endeavour to mix the 


two breeds, the large Holſtein with the ſmall 


northern; and from both reſults that fine milch 


breed, which excels the cattle of any other 10 


of the world. | | 
This difference, ariſing from paſture, is more 
obſervable in other countries than in our own... 
The cow kind is to be found in almoſt every 
part of the world, large in proportion to the 
richneſs of the paſture ; and ſmall, as the animal 
is ſtinted in its food. Thus Africa is remarkable 
for the largeſt and the ſmalleſt cattle of this 
kind; as is alſo India, Poland, Switzerland, and 
ſeveral other parts of Europe. Among the 
Eluth Tartars, where the paſtures are remark- 
ably rich and nouriſhing, the cow becomes ſo 


large, that he muſt be a tall man who can reach 

the tip of its ſhoulder. On the contrary, in 

F mne where the animal i is ſtinted in its food, 
and 
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and driven from the moſt flouriſhing paſtures, it 
greatly degenerates. 


But the differences in the ſize of this . 


are not fo remarkable as thoſe which are found 
in its form, its hair, and its horns. The differ- 
ence is ſo very extraordinary in many of them, 


that they have been even conſidered as a dif- 


ferent kind of creature, and names have been 
given them as a diſtinct ſpecies, when in reality 
they are all the ſame *. In this manner the urus 
and the bifon have been conſidered, from the 


variety in their make, to be diſtinct in their pro- 


duction ; but they are all in fact the deſcendants 
of one common ſtock, as they have that certain 


mark of unity, they breed and propagate among 


each other. Naturaliſts have therefore laboured 
under an obvious error, when, becauſe of the 
extreme bulk of the urus, or becauſe of the 
hump upon the back of the biſon, they aſſigned 
them different places in the creation, and ſepa- 
rated a claſs of animals which was really united. 
It is true, the horſe and the afs do not differ ſo 
much in form, as the cow and the bifon ; never- 
theleſs, the former are diſtin& animals, as their 
breed is marked with ſterility ; the latter are 
animals of the ſame kind, as their breed is fruit- 
ful, and a race of animals is produced, in which 
_ a belonging to the biſon is ſoon worn 


. Buffon, ak XXiil. p. 78. 
away. 
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away. The diSoretiben. therefore, betas the 
cow, the urus, and the biſon, are merely ACCH= 
dental. The ſame caprice in nature that has 
given horns to ſome cows, and denied them to 
others, may alſo have given the biſon an hump, 
or enereaſed the bulk of the urus; it may have 
given the one a mane, or denied a ſufficiency of 
hair to the other. 

But before we proceed farther, it may be 
proper to deſcribe theſe varieties, which have 
been thus taken for diſtin kinds x. The urus, 
or wild bull, is chiefly to be met with in the 
province of Lithuania; and grows to a ſize, that 
ſcarce any other animal, except the elephant, is 
found to equal. It is quite black, except a 
ſtripe mixed with white, that runs from the 
neck to the tail, along the top of the back; the 
horns are. ſhort, thick and ſtrong; the eyes-are 
fierce and hery; the forehead 1s adorned with a 
kind of garland of black curled hair, and ſome 
of them are found to have beards of the fame; 
the neck is ſhort and ſtrong, and the ſkin has an 
odour of muſk. The female, though not ſo big 
as the male, exceeds the largeſt of our bulls in 
ſize; nevertheleſs, her udder and teats are ſo 
ſmall, that they can ſcarcely be perceived. Upon 
the whole, however, this animal reſembles. the 

- tame one very exactly, except in fome trifling 


* This deſcription i 1s _— taken from Klein. 
X varieties, 


* 


16 QA DRU PE DES OF THE 


varieties, which his ſtate of wildneſs, or the 
richneſs of the paſtures where he is found, may 
eaſily have produced. ENT, 

The biſon, which is another variety of the 
cow kind, differs from the reſt, in having a lump 
between its ſhoulders. Theſe animals are of 
various kinds; fome very large, others as dimi- 
nutively little. In general, to regard this ani- 
mal's fore parts, he has ſomewhat the look of a 
lion, with a long ſhaggy mane, and a beard under 

his chin; his head is little, his eyes red and 
hery, with a furious look; the forehead is large, 
and the horns fo big, and ſo far aſunder, that 
three men might often fit between them. On 
the middle of the back there grows a bunch al- 
moſt as high as that of a camel, covered with 
hair, and which is conſidered as a great delicacy 
by thoſe that hunt him. There is no purſuing 
him with fafety, except in foreſts where there 
are trees large enough to hide the hunters. He 
is generally taken by pit-falls; the inhabitants 
of thoſe countries where he is found wild, dig- 
ing holes in the ground, and covering them over 
with boughs of trees and grafs ; then provoking 
the biſon to purſue them, they getion the oppo- 
ſite ſide of the pit-fall, while the furious animal, 
running head foremoſt, falls into the pit pre- 
pared for him, and 1s ICE quickly overcome 
and ſlain. 

Beſides theſe real diſtinctions in the cow 
kind, 
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kind, there have been many others made, that 


appear to be in name only. Thus the bonaſus, 


of which naturaliſts have given us long deſcrip- 


tions, is ſuppoſed by Klein and Buffon to be 
no more than another name for the biſon, as 
the deſcriptions given of them by the ancients 
coincide... The bubalus' alſo of the ancients, 
which ſome have ſuppoſed to belong to the cow 


kind, Buffon places among the lower claſs of 


ruminant quadrupedes, as it moſt reſembles them 
in ſize, ſhape, and the figure of its horns. Of 
all the varieties, therefore, of the cow kind, there 
are but two that are really diſtinct; namely, the 


cov, and the buffalo: theſe two are ſeparated by 


Nature; they ſeem to bear an antipathy to each 


other; they avoid each other, and may be con- 


ſidered as much removed as the horſe is from 


the aſs or the zebra. When, therefore, we have 


deſcribed the varieties of the cow kind, we ſhall 
paſs on to the buffalo, which being a Alen 
animal, requires a ſeparate hiſtory. 7 05 
There | is ſcarce a part of the world, as was 
ſaid before, in which the cow is not found in 
ſome one of its varieties; either large, like the 
urus, or humped as the biſon; with ſtrait horns, 
or bending, inverted backwards, or turning ſide- 
ways to the cheek, like thoſe of the ram; and, 
in many countries, they are found without any 
horns whatſoever. But to be more particular, 
beginning at the north, the few kine which ſub- 
ſiſt 


* 
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ſiſt in Iceland are without horns, although of 
. the ſame race originally with ours. The ſize 
of theſe is rather relative to the goadneſs of the 
paſture, than the, warmth or coldneſs of the 
climate. The Dutch frequently bring great 
quantities of lean cattle from Denmark, which 
they fatten on their own rich grounds. "Theſe 
are in general of a larger ſize than their own 
natural breed; and they fatten very eaſily. The 
cattle of the Ukraine, where the paſture is ex- 
cellent, become very fat, and are conſidered as 
one of the largeſt breeds of Europe. In Swit- 
zerland, where the mountains are covered with 
a rich nouriſhing herbage, which is entirely re- 
ſerved for their kine, theſe animals grow to a ü 
very large ſize. On the contrary, in France, Ml 
where they get no other graſs but what is 4 
thought unfit for horſes, they. dwindle, and grow 
lean. In ſome parts of Spain, the cow grows 
to a good ſize; thoſe wild bulls, however, 
which they pride themſelves fo much in com- 
bating, are a very mean deſpicable little animal, 
and fomewhat ſhaped like one of our cows, with 
nothing of that peculiar ſternneſs of aſpect for 
which our bulls are remarkable. In Barbary, 
and the provinces of Africa, where the ground 
is dry, and the paſturage ſhort, the cows: are of 
a very {mall breed, and give milk in proportion. 
Qn the contrary, in Ethiopia, they are of a pro- 
digious bigneſs. The fame holds in Perſia and 
Tartary 
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Tartary; where, in ſome places, they are very 
ſmall, and, in others, of an amazing ſtature. It 
is thus, in almoſt every part of the world, this 
animal is found to correſpond i in ſize to the quan- 
tity of its proviſion. | . 

If we examine the form of theſe animalsg as 
they are found tame, in different regions; we 
ſhall find, that the breed of the urus, or thoſe 
without an hump, chiefly occupies the cold and 
the temperate zones, and is not ſo much diſperſed 
towards the ſouth. © On the contrary, the breed 
of the biſon, or the animal with an hump, is 
found in all the ſouthern parts of the world; 
throughout the vaſt continent of India; through 
out Africa, from Mount Atlas to the Cape of 
Good Hope. In all theſe countries, the biſon 
ſeems chiefly to prevail; where they are found 
to have a ſmooth ſoft hair, are very nimble of 
foot, and in ſome meaſure ſupply the want of 
horſes. The biſon breed is alſo more expert 
and docile than ours; many of them, when they 
carry burthens, bend their knees to take them 
up, or ſet them down: they are treated, there- 
fore, by . the natives of thoſe countries, with a 
degree of tenderneſs and care equal to their 
utility; and the reſpect for them in India has 
degenerated even into blind adoration.” But it 
is among the Hottentots' where theſe. animals 
are -chiefly eſteemed, as being more than com- 
monly {erviceable, They are their fellow-do- 
meſtics, 
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20 QVADRUPEDES OF THE 
meſtics, the companions of their pleaſures and 
fatigues; the cow is at once the Hottentot's 
protector and ſervant, aſſiſts him in attending his 
flocks, and guarding them againſt every invader 
while the ſheep are grazing, the faithful backely, 
as this kind of cow is called, ſtands or grazes 
beſide them: ſtill, however, attentive to the 
looks of its maſter, the backely flies round the 
field, herds in the ſheep that are ſtraying, obliges 
them to keep within proper limits, and ſhews no 
mercy to robbers, or even ſtrangers, who at- 


tempt to plunder. But it is not the plunderers 


of the flock alone, but even the enemies of the 


nation, that theſe backelys are taught to com- 


bat. Every army of Hottentots 1s furniſhed 
with a proper herd of theſe, which are let looſe 


_ againſt the enemy, when the occaſion is moſt 
convenient. Being thus ſent forward, they over- 
turn all before them; they ſtrike every oppoſer 
down with their horns, and trample upon them 


with their feet; and thus often procure their 
maſters an eaſy victory, even before they have 


attempted to ſtrike a blow. An animal fo ſer- 


viceable, it may be ſuppoſed, is not without its 
reward, The backely lives in the ſame cottage 
with its maſter, and, by long habit, gains an 
affection for him; and in proportion as the man 
approaches to the brute, ſo the brute ſeems to 
attain even to ſome ſhare of human ſagacity. 
The Hottentot and his backely thus mutually 

aſſiſt 


- 


5 

1 

+ 

25 
N 
be 
bows, 
* ; 5 


Gow: Kwai 75 21 


aſſiſt each other ;, and when the latter happens 
to die, a new one 1s choſen to ſucceed him, by 
2 council of the old men of the village, The 
new backely is then joined with one of the ve- 
terans of his own . kind, from whom he learns 
his art, becomes ſocial and diligent, and is taken 
for life into human friendſhip and protection. 
Phe biſons, or cows with an hump, are 
found to differ very much from each other in 
the ſeveral parts of the world where they are 
found. The wild ones of this kind, as with us, 
are much larger than the tame. Some have 
horns, and ſome are without any; ſome have 
them depxeſſed, and ſome raiſed in ſuch a man- 
ner that they are uſed as weapons of annoyance 
or defence; ſome are extremely large; and 
others among them, ſuch as the zebu, or Bar- 
bary cow, are very ſmall. They are all, how- 
ever, equally docile and gentle when tamed; 
and, in general, furniſhed with a fine luſtrous 
{oſt hair, more beautiful than that of our own 
breed; their hump is alſo of different ſizes, in 
ſome weighing from forty to fifty pounds, in 
others leſs; it is not, however, to be conſidered 
as a part neceſſarily belonging to the animal; 
and probably it might be cut away without 
much injury: it reſembles a griſtly fat; and, as 
I am aſſured, cuts and. taſtes 'fomewhat like a 
dreſſed udder. The biſons of Malabar, Abyſ- 
ſinia, and Madagaſcar, are of the great kind, as 
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22 QUADRUPEDES OF THE 
the paſtures there are il. "Thoſe of Ara- 


bia Petræa, and moſt parts of Africa, are ſmall, 
and of the zebu or little kind. In America, 


eſpecially towards the north, the biſon is well 
known. The American biſon, however, is 


found to be rather leſs than that of the ancient 
continent; its hair 1s longer and thicker, its 
beard more remarkable, and its hide more H 

trous and ſoft. There are many of them brought 
up tame in Carolina; however, their wild diſ- 
poſitions ſtill ſeem to continue, for they break 


through all fences to get into the corn-fields, 


and lead the whole, tame herd after them, 
wherever they penetrate. They breed alſo with 
the tame kinds originally brought over from 


Europe; and thus produce a race peculiar to 


that country. _ | 
From all this it appears *, that naturaliſts 
hong given various names to cola in reality 


the ſame, and only diftering in ſome few acci- 


dental circumſtances. The wild cow and the 
tame, the animal belonging to Europe, and that 
of Aſia, Africa, and America, the bonaſus and 


the urus, the biſon and the zebu, are all one and 


the ſame, propagate among each other, and, in 


the courſe of a few generations, the hump wears 


away, and ſcarce any veſtiges of ſavage fierce- 
neſs are found to remain. Of all animals, there- 


LY 


* Buffon, vol, xxiii, P. 130, 


5 : fore, 


_ 8 


E 0 W K IN. D. 23 


fore, except man alone, the cow ſeems moſt ex- 
tenſively propagated. Its nature ſeems equally 
capable of the rigours of heat and cold. It is an 
inhabitant as well of the frozen fields of Ice- 
land, as the burning deſerts of Lybia. It ſeems 
an ancient inmate in every climate, domeſtic 
and tame in thoſe countries which have been 
civilized, ſavage and wild in the countries which 
are leſs peopled, but capable of being made uſe- 
ful in all: able to defend itſelf in a ſtate of na- 
ture againſt the moſt powerful enemy of the 
foreſt; and only ſubordinate to man, whoſe 
force it has experienced, and whoſe aid it at laſt 
ſcems to require. However wild the calyes are 
which are taken from the dam in a ſavage ſtate, 
either in Africa or Aſia, they ſoon become hum- 
ble, patient, and familiar; and man may be 
conſidered, in thoſe countries, as almoſt helpleſs 
without their aſſiſtance. Other animals pre- 
ſerve their nature, or their form with inflexi- 
ble perſeverance 3 but theſe, in every r reſpect, 
ſuit themſelves to the appetites and conve- 
niencies of mankind; and as their ſhapes are 
found to alter, ſo alſo does their nature; in no 
animal is there ſeen a greater variety of kinds, 
and in. none a more une Fa plignt, dif- 
poſition, | 
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IF we ſhould compare the ſhape of our com- 
mon cow with that of the biſon, the difference 
will appear very great. The ſhaggy mane of 
the latter, the beard, the curled forehead, the 
inverted horns, the broad breaſt, and the narrow 
hinder parts, give it the appearance rather of 
a lion than a cow; and fit it more for a ſtate of 
war with mankind, than a ſtate of ſervitude. Vet, 
notwithſtanding theſe appearances, both animals 
are found to be the ſame; or at leaſt ſo nearly 
allied, that they breed among each other, and 
propagate a race that continues the kind. 
On the other hand, if we compare the buffalo 
with our common cow, no two animals can be 

more nearly alike, either in their form or their 
nature; both equally ſubmiſſive to the yoke, 
both often living under the ſame roof, and em- 
ployed in the ſame domeſtic ſervices; the make 
and the turn of their bodies ſo much alike, that 
: it requires a cloſe attention to diſtinguiſh them: 
and yet, after all this, no two animals can be 
more diſtinct, or ſeem to have ſtronger antipa- 
thies to each other k. Were there but one of 
each kind remaining, it is probable the race of 
both would ſhortly be extinct. However, ſuch = 
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zs the mel averſion formed between "theſe crea- 
| tures, that the cow refuſes to breed with the 
buffalo, which it nearly reſembles; while it is 
known to propagate with the biſon, to which it 
has, in point of form, but a very W oath 
tude. ” | 
The buffalo is, upon the whole, 57 no means 
fo beautiful a creature as the cow; his figure 
is more clumſy and aukward ; his air is wilder ; ; 
and he carries his head lower, and nearer the 
ground; his limbs are leſs fleſhy, and his tail 
more naked of hair; his body is ſhorter and 
thicker than that of the cow kind ; his legs are 
higher; his head ſmaller; his horns not ſo round, 
black, and compreſſed, with a bunch of curled 
hair hanging down between them; his ſkin is 
alſo. harder and thicker, more black, and leſs 
furniſhed with hair; his fleſh, Which is hard 
and blackiſh, is not only difagreeable to the taſte, 
but likewiſe" to the ſmell.” The milk of the 
female is by no means ſo good as that of the 
cow; it is however produced in great abundance. 
In the warm countries, almoſt all their cheeſe 
is made of the milk of the buffalo; and they 
ſupply butter alſo in large quantities, The 
veal of the young buffalo is not better eating 
than the beef of the old. The hide of this 
animal ſeems to be the moſt valuable thing he 
furniſhes, The leather made of it is well known 
for its thickneſs, ſoftneſs, and impenetrability. 
Vox. III. 8 D AS” 7 
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As theſe . animals are, in general, larger and 
ſtronger than the cow, they are uſefully em- 
ployed i in agriculture. They are uſed in draw- 
ing burthens, and ſometimes in carrying them; 
being guided by a ring, which 1s thruft through 
their noſe, Two buffaloes yoked in a waggon 
are ſaid to draw more than four ſtrong horſes ;- 
as their heads and necks are naturally bent down- 
ward, they are thus better fitted for the draught, 
and the whole weight of their bodies is h 
to the carriage that i is to be drawn forward. 
From the fize and bulk of the buffalo, we 
may be eaſily led to conclude that he is a native 
pedes are generally found in the torrid 3 zone; 
and the buffalo is inferior, in point of ſize, only: 
to the elephant, the rhinoceros, or the hippo- 
potamos. The camelopard, or the camel, may, 


- 


indeed, be taller, but they are neither ſo long, 


or near ſo corpulent. Accordingly, we find this 
animal wild in many parts of India; and tamed 
alſo wherever the natives have. occaſion for his 
fervices. The wild buffaloes are very, dange- 
rous animals, and are often found to gore tra- 
vellers to death, and then trample them with 
their feet, until they have entirely mangled the 
whole body: however, in the woods they are 


not ſo much to be ſeared as in the plains, be- 


cauſe in the violence of their purſuit their large 


f 


4 


horns are apt to be entangled in the branches 


* 


of the trees, ih gives a theſe 1 ds 
ſurpriſed by them time to eſcape the danger. 
There is ſcarce any other method of avoid 
ing their purſuit; they run with great ſwiſt 
neſs; they overturn a tree of moderate growth; 
and are ſuch ſwimmers, as to croſs the largeſt 

rivers without any difficulty. . In this' manner, 
like all other large animals of the torrid zone, 
they are very fond of the water; and, in the midſt 

of their purſuit, often plunge in, in order to cool 
themſelves. The Negroes of Guinea, and the 
Indians of Malabar, where buffaloes are in great 

abundance, take great delight in hunting and de- 

ſtroying them; however, they never attempt to 
face the buffalo openly, but, generally climbing. 
up the tree, ſhoot at him from thence; and do 
not come down till they find they have effec 
tually diſpatched him. When they are tamed, » 


1 NO animal can be more patient or humble; and 


X though by no means ſo: docile as the cow kind, 
yet they go through domeſtic drudgeries Your 


L more ſtrength and perſeverance, 


Although theſe animals 'be chiefly four in 
the torrid zone, yet they are bred in ſeveral 
7 parts of Europe, particularly in Italy, where Y 
= they make the food and the riches of the poor. 
ye female produces but one at a time, in the 
ame manner as the cow; but they are very dif- 
We tcrent in the times of geſtation; for the cow, as 

ue know, goes but nine months; whereas the 

Ga buffalo 
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buffalo continues pregnan t for twelve. They 
are all. afraid of fire; and, perhaps, in conſe- 


quence of this, have an averſion to red colours, 


that reſemble the colour of flame: it is faid, 


that in thoſe countries where they are found in 


plenty, no perſon dares to dreſs in ſcarlet. In 
general they are inoffenſive animals, if undiſ- 


turbed; as indeed all thoſe which feed upon 
graſs are found to be; but when they are 


wounded, or when even but fired at, nothing 
then can ſtop their fury; they then turn up 


the ground with their fore feet, bellow much 


touder and more terribly than the bull, and 
make at the object of their reſentment with un- 


governable rage. - It is happy, in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, if the perſon they purſue has a wall to 
eſcape over, or ſome ſuch obſtacle, otherwiſe 


they ſoon overtake, and inſtantly deſtroy him. 
It is remarkable, however, that although their 
horns are ſo very formidable, they in general 
make more uſe of their feet in combat, and 


rather tread their enemies to death than 8 | 


them. 


| Having thus gone pick the hiſtory of theſe 
animals, it may be proper to obſerve, that no 
names have been more indiſcriminately ufed 


than thoſe of the bull, the urus, the biſon, and 
the buffalo. It therefore becomes ſuch as would 
have diſtin& ideas of each, to be careful in ſe- 


parating the kinds, the one from the other, al- 


1 | lowing 


: Cow Runner). wy 


ſowing the cow for the ſtandard of all. The 
urus, whether of the large enormous kind of 
Lithuania, or the ſmaller race of Spain, whether 
with long or ſhort horns, whether with or with 


out long hair in the forehead, is every way the 


ſame with what our common breed: was before 
they were taken from the foreſt, and reduced 
to a ſtate of ſervitude, The biſon, and all its 
varieties, which are known'by an hump between 
the ſhoulders, is alſo to be ranked in the ſame 
claſs. This animal, whether with crooked or 
ftrait horns, - whether they be turned towards 
the cheek, or totally wanting, Whether it be 
large or diminutive, whatever: be its colour, ur 
whatever the length of its hair, whether called 
the bonaſus by ſome, or the bubalus by others, 
is but a variety of the cow kind, with whom it 
breeds, and with whom of conſequence it has 
the cloſeſt connection. Laſtly,” the buffalo, 
though ſhaped much, more like the cow, is a 
diſtinct kind by itſelf, that never mixes with 
any of the former; that goes twelve months 
with young, whereas the cow goes but nine; 
that teſtifies an averſion to the latter; and, 
though bred under the ſame roof, or feeding in 
the ſame paſture, has always kept ſeparate; and 
makes a diſtinct race in all parts of the world. 
Theſe two kinds are ſuppoſed to be the only 
real varieties in the cow kind, of which natu- 
raliſts have given ſo many varieties. With re- 
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ſpect to ſome circumſtances mentioned by wa. 
vellers, ſach as that of many kinds defending 
themſelves by voiding their dung againſt their 
purſuers ; this. is a practice which they have in 
common with other timid creatures when pur- 
ſued, and ariſes rather from fear than a deſire 
of defence. 'The muſky ſmell alſo by which 
ſome have been diſtinguiſhed, is found common 
to many of theſe kinds, in a ſtate of nature; 
and does not properly make the characteriſtic 
marks of any. The particular kind of noiſe alſo 
which ſome of them are known to make, which 
rather reſembles grunting than bellowing or 
lowing,” is but a ſavage variety, which many 
wild animals have, and yet loſe when brought 


into a ſtate of tameneſs. For theſe reaſons Mr. 


Buffon, whom J have followed in this deſcrip- 
tion, is of opinion, that the zebu, or little Afri- 
can cow, and the grunting, or Siberian cow, 


are but different races of the biſon ; as the 


ſhape of the horns, or the length of the hair, are : 
never properly characteriſtic marks of any ani- MM 
mal, but are found to vary with climate, food, = 


and cultivation. 


In this manner the number of animals of the 


cow kind, which naturaliſts have extended to 


eight or ten forts, are reduced to two; and as 
the utmoſt deference is paid to the opinion of 


Mr. Buffon in this particular, I have taken him 


for my guide. Nevertheleſs, there is an animal 
a ; of 
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of the cow kind, which neither he, nor any 
other naturaliſt that I know of, has hitherto de- 

ſcribed, yet which makes a very diſtinct claſs, 


and may be added as a third ſpecies. - 


This animal was ſhewn' ſome years ago in 
London, and ſeemed: to unite many of the 
characteriſtics of the cow and the hog; having 
the head, the horns, and the tail of the former, 
with the briſtles, the colour, and the grunting 
of the latter. It was about the ſize of an aſs, but 


broader and thicker; the colour reſembling that 


of an hog, and the hair briſtly, as in that animal. 
The hair upon the body was thin, as in the hog ; 
and a row of briſtles ran along the ſpine, rather 
ſhorter and ſofter than in the hog kind. The 
head was rather larger than that of a cow; the 
teeth were entirely reſembling thoſe of that 
animal, and the tongue was rough in like man- 
ner. It fed upon hay; and, conſequentiy, its 
internal conformation muſt have reſembled that 
of the cow kind more than the hog, whoſe food 


is always choſen of a kind more fuchs. The 


eyes were placed in the head as with the cow, 
and were pretty nearly of the ſame colour; the 


horns were black and flattifh, but bent rather 


backwards to the neck, as in the goat kind; the 
neck was ſhort and thick, and the back rather 
riſing in the middle; it was cloven-footed, like 
the cow, without thoſe hinder claws that are 
found in the hog kinds. But the greateſt variety 
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of all in this extraordinary creature, which was 
2 female, was, that it had but two teats, and, 
conſequently, i in that reſpect, reſembled neither 
of the kinds to which, in other circumſtances, 
it bore. ſo: ſtrong a ſimilitude. Whether this 
animal was a diſtinct kind, or a monſter, I will 
not pretend to ſay; it was.ſhewn under the name 
of the bonaſus; and it was faid, by the perſon 
who ſhewed it, to have come from India: but 
no credit is to be given to intereſted ignorance; 
the perſon only wanted to make the animal ap- 
pear as extraordinary as poſſible; and I believe 
would ſcarcely ſcruple a lye or two, to encreaſe 
that wonder in us, by which he found the means 


of living. 3 od Wl 


CHAP. II. 
Of Arima of the Sheep and Goat Kind. 


S no two animals are found entirely the 
fame, ſo it is not to be expected that any 

two races of animals ſhould exactly correſpond 
in every particular. The goat and the ſheep are 


apparently different, in the form of their bodies, 


in their covering, and in their horns, They may 
from hence be conſidered as two different kinds, 
with regard to all common and domeſtic pur- 
poſes. But if we come to examine them cloſer, 


and obſerve their internal conformation, no two 
I animals 
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animals can be more alike; their feet, their four 
ſtomachs, their ſuet, their appetites, all are en- 
tirely the ſame, and ſhew the ſimilitude betw-een 
them: but what makes a much ſtronger con- 
nection is, that they propagate with each other. 
The buck goat is found to produce with the 
ewe an animal that 1 in two or three generations 
returns to the ſheep, and ſeems to retain no 
marks of its ancient progenitor®, © The ſheep 
and the goat, therefore, may be conlidered as 
belonging to one family; and were the whole 
races reduced to one of each, they would quickly 
repleniſh the earth with their kind. "ELL. 

If we examine the ſheep and goat internally, 
we ſhall find, as was faid, that their conforma- 
tion is entirely the ſame ; nor is their ſtructure 
very remote from that of the cow kind, which 

they reſemble in their hoofs, and in their chew- 
ing the cud. Indeed, all ruminant animals are 
internally very much alike. The goat, the ſheep, _ 
or the deer, exhibit to the eye of the anatomift 
the fame parts in miniature, which the cow or- 
the biſon exhibited in the great. But the dif- 
ferences between thoſe animals are, neverthe- 
leſs, ſufficiently apparent. Nature has obviouſly 
marked the diſtinctions between the co and the 
ſheep kind, by their form and fize; and they are 
allo diſtinguiſhed from thoſe! vE the deer et, 
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by never ſhedding their horns. - Indeed, the 
form and figure of theſe animals, 5 there were 
nothing elſe, would ſeldom fail of guiding us to 
the kind; and we might almoſt, upon ſight, tell | 
which belongs to the deer kind, and which are 
to be degraded into that of the goat. However, 
the annually ſhedding the horns in the deer, and 
the permanence in the ſheep, draws a pretty 
Exact line between the kinds ; ſo that we may 
hold to this diſtinction only, and define the ſheep 
and goat kind as ruminant animals of a ſmaller 
ſize, that never ſhed their horns. 

If we conſider theſe harmleſs and 8 ani- 
mals in one point of view, we ſhall find that 
both have been long reclaimed, and brought 
into a ſtate of domeſtic ſervitude. Both ſeem to 
require protection from man; and are, in ſome 
meaſure, pleaſed with his ſociety. The ſheep, 
indeed, is the more ſerviceable creature of the 
two; but the goat has more ſenſibility and at- 
tachment. The attending upon both was once 
the employment of the wiſeſt and the beſt of 
men; and thoſe have been ever ſuppoſed the 
happieſt times, in which theſe harmleſs creatures 
were conlidered as. the chief objects of human 
.attention. In the earlieſt ages, the goat ſeemed 
Father, the ber favourite ; and, indeed, it 
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among the poor. However, the ſheep has long 
ſince become the principal object of human 


care; 
& - 
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care; while the goat is diſregarded by the 
generality of mankind, or become the poſſeſſion 
only of the loweſt of the people. The ſheep, 
therefore, and its varieties, may be conſidered 
firſt; and the goat, with all an, 
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' THOSE animals that take refuge under the 
protection of man, in a few generations be- 
come indolent and helpleſs. Having loſt the 
habit of ſelf- defence, they ſeem to loſe alſo the 
inſtincts of nature. The ſheep, in its prefent 
domeſtic ſtate, is of all animals the moſt de- 
fenceleſs and inoffenſive. With its liberty ĩt 25 
| ſeems to have been deprived of its ſwiftneſs. 

and cunning ; and what in the aſs might rather 
be called patience, in the ſheep appears to be 
ſtupidity. With no one quality to fit it for 

ſelf-preſervation, it makes vain efforts at all. 
Without ſwiftneſs, it endeavours to fly; and 
without ſtrength, ſometimes offers to oppoſe... 
But theſe feeble attempts rather incite than re- 
preſs the "inſults of every enemy; and the dog 
follows the flock with greater delight upon 
ſeeing them fly, and attacks them with more 
fiercenels upon their unſupported attempts at 
reſiſtance. Indeed they run together in flecks,, 
Father with the hopes of loſing their ſingle: 
| C6 danger 
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danger in the crowd, than of uniting to reprefs 
che attack by numbers. The ſheep, therefore, 
were it expoſed in its preſent ſtate to ſtruggle 
with its natural enemies of the foreſt, would 
ſoon be extirpated. Leaded with an heavy 
fleece, deprived of the defence of i its horns, and 
rendered heavy, ſlow, and feeble, it can have no 
other lafety than what it finds from man. This 
animal is now, therefore, obliged to rely ſol ely 
upon that art for protection, to which it origi- 
nally owes its degradation. e 5 
But we are not to impute to 1 he 
formation of an animal ſo utterly unprovided 
againſt its enemies, and ſo unfit for defence. 
The moufflon, which is the ſheep in a ſavage 
ſtate, is a bold, fleet creature, able to eſcape 
from the greater animals by its ſwiſtneſs, or ta 
oppoſe the ſmaller kinds with the arms it has 
received from Nature, It is by human art alone 
that the ſheep. is become the tardy defenceleſs 
creature we find it. Every race of quadrupedes 
might eaſily be corrupted by the fame allure- 
ments by which the ſheep has been thus debili- 
tated and depreſſed. While undiſturbed, and 
properly ſupplied, none are found to ſet any 
bounds to their appetite. They all purſue their 
food while able, and continue to graze, till they 
often die of diforders occaſioned by too much 
fatneſs. But it is very different with them in a 


ſtate of nature: they are in the foreſt ſurrounded 
r. 
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by dangers, and alarmed with unceaſing hoſtili- 
ties ; they are purſued every hour from one tract 
of country to another; and ſpend a great part 
of their time in attempts to avoid their enemies. 
Thus conſtantly exerciſed, and continually prac- 
tiſing all the arts of defence and eſcape, the 
animal at once preſerves its life and native in- 
dependence, together with its ſwiltnels, and wu 
11 agility of its form. 3 

The ſheep, in its ſervile ſtate, ks to be A- 
veſted of all inclinations of its own; and of all 
animals it appears the moſt ſtupid. Every qua- 
drupede has a peculiar turn of countenance, a 
phyſiognomy, if we may fo call it, that generally 
marks its nature. The ſheep ſeems to have 
none of thoſe traits that betoken either courage 
or cunning; its large eyes, ſeparated from each 
other, its ears ſticking out on each ſide, and its 
narrow noſtrils, all teſtify the extreme ſumplicity 
of this creature; and the poſition of its horns 
alſo, ſhew that Nature deſigned the ſheep rather 
for flight than combat. It appears a large maſs - 
of fleſh, ſupported upon four ſmall ſtrait legs, ill 

fitted for carrying ſuch a burthen; its motions 

are aukward, it is eaſily fatigued, and often ſinks 
under the weight of its own corpulency. In 
proportion as theſe marks of human transforma- 
tion are more numerous, the animal becomes 
more helpleſs and ſtupid. Thoſe which live 
upon a more fertile * and grow fat, be- 

2122 | come 
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come entirely feeble ; ' thoſe that want horns, 
are found more dull and heavy than the reſt ®; 
thoſe whoſe fleeces are longeſt: and- fineſt, are 
| moſt ſubject to a variety of diſorders; and, in 
| ſhort, whatever changes have been wrought in 
this animal by the induſtry of man, are entirely 
calculated for human advantage, and not for 
that of the creature itſelf, It might require 
a ſucceſſion of ages, before the ſheep could 
be reſtored to its primitive ſtate of activity, ſo 
as to become a match for its purſuers of the 
foreſt. 
The goat, which it reſembles in ſo many 
other reſpects, is much its ſuperior. The one 
has its particular attachments, fees danger, and 
generally contrives to eſcape it; but the other 
is timid without a cauſe, and ſecure when real 
danger approaches. Nor is the ſheep, when 
bred up tame in the houſe, and familiarized 
with its keepers, leſs obſtinately abſurd: from 
being dull and timid, it then acquires a degree 
of pert familiarity; buts with its head, becomes 
miſchievous, and ſhews itſelf every way unwor- 
thy of being ſingled out from the reſt of the 
flock. Thus it ſeems rather formed for ſla- 
very than friendſhip ; and framed more for 
the neceſſities than the amuſements of man- 
kind, There is but one inſtance i in which the 


* Danbentos upon the ſheep, 
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fheep ſhews any attachment to its keeper ; 
and that 1s ſeen rather on the continent, than 
among us in Great Britain. What I allude to 
is, their following the ſound of the ſhepherd's 
pipe. Before I had ſeen them trained in this 
manner, I had no conception of thoſe deſcrip- 
tions in the old paſtoral poets, of the ſhepherd 
leading his flock from one. country to another. 
As I had been uſed only to ſee theſe harmleſs 
creatures driven before their keepers, I ſup- 
poſed that all the reſt was but invention: but in 
many parts of the Alps, and even ſome provinces 
of France, the ſhepherd and his pipe are ſtill 
continued, with true antique ſumplicity. The 
flock is regularly penned every evening, to pre- 
ſerve them from the wolf; and the ſhepherd re- 
turns homeward at ſun- ſet, with his ſheep fol- 
lowing him, and ſeemingly pleaſed with the 
ſound of the pipe, which is blown with a reed, 
and reſembles the changer of a bag-pipe, In 
this manner, in thoſe countries that ſtill con- 
tinue poor, the Arcadian life is preſerved. in 
all its former purity; but in countries where 
a greater inequality of conditions prevail, the 
ſhepherd is generally ſome poor wretch who 
attends a flock from which. he is - to derive no 
benefits, and only guards thofe luxuries which 
he is not fated to ſhare. 

It does not appear, from early writers, that 
the ſheep: was bred in Britain; and it was not 
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till ſeveral ages after this animal was cultivated, 
that the woollen manufacture was carried on 
among us *. That valuable branch of buſineſs 
lay for a conſiderable time in foreign hands; 
and we were obliged to import the cloth, manu- 
factured from our own materials. There were, 
notwithſtanding, many unayailing efforts among | 
our kings to introduce and preferve the manu- 
facture at home. Henry the Second, by a pa- 
tent granted to the weavers in London, directed, 
that if any cloth was found made of a mixture 
of Spaniſh wool, it ſhould be burned by the 
mayor. Such edicts at length, although but 
ſlowly, operated towards the eſtabliſhing this 
trade among us. The Flemings, who at the re- 
vival of arts poſſeſſed the art of cloth-working in 
_ 2 ſuperior degree, were invited to ſettle here; 
and, foon after, foreign cloth was prohibited from 
being worn in England. In the times of queen 
Elizabeth, this manufacture received every en- 
couragement; and many of the inhabitants of 
the Netherlands being then forced, by the ty- 
ranny of Spain, to take refuge in this country, 
they improved us in thoſe arts, in which we 
at preſent excel the reſt of the world. Every 
art, however, has its rife, its meridian, and its 
decline; and it is fuppoſed by many, 'that the 
woollen manufacture has for ſome time been de- 


» Britiſh Zoology, vol. i. p. 23. 


caying 


* 
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 eayiog amongſt us. The cloth nom made is 


thought to be much worſe. than that of ſome 
years paſt; being neither ſo firm nor ſo ſine, 
neither ſo much courted an, nor ſo ſervices 
able at hom. 

No country, . e fuch ſhoes 
as England; either with larger fleeces, or better 
adapted for the buſineſs" of cloathing. Thoſe © 
of Spain, indeed, are finer, and Wwe 331 
require ſome of their | wool to work up with 
our own; but the weight of a Spaniſh fleece 
is no way comparable to one of Lincoln or 


Warwickſhire; and, in thoſe counties, it is no 


uncommon . to give "_ eee for a 
ram. 1 

The ſheep. ado bons are 1 the 
deſt ſort, becauſe a great part of the animal's 
nouriſhment is ſuppoſed to go up into the 
horns *. Sheep, like other ruminant animals, 
want the upper fore teeth ; but have eight- in 
the lower jaw: two of theſe drop, and are re» 
placed at two years old; four of them are re- 
placed at three years old; and all at four. 
The new teeth are eaſily known from the reſt, 
by their freſhneſs and whiteneſs. There are 
ſome breeds, however, in England, that never 
change their teeth at all; theſe the ſhepherds 
call the -leather-mouthed cattle ; and, as their 


* Lifle's Huſbandry, vol. ii, p. 155. 
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teeth are chus longer wearing, they are gene- 
rally ſuppoſed to grow old a year or two be- 


fore the reſt v. The ſheep brings forth one or 
two at a time; and ſometimes three or four, 


The firſt lamb of an ewe is generally pot- 


bellied, ſhort and thick, and of leſs value 


than thoſe of a ſecond” or third production; 
the third being ſuppoſed the beſt of all. They” 
bear their young five months; and, by being 
houſed, they OW ew at ng time of * 


year. 


But this animal, in its ned i is too 


well known to require a detail of its peculiar 


habits, or of the arts which have been uſed to 
improve the breed. Indeed, in the eye of an 
obſerver of Nature, every art which tends to 
render the creature more helpleſs and uſeleſs 
to itſelf,” may be conſidered rather as an injury 
than an improvement; and if we are to look 
for this animal in its nobleſt ſtate, we muſt ſeek 
for it in the African deſert; or the extenſive 
plains of Siberia. Among the degenerate de- 
ſcendants of the wild ſheep, there have been 
ſo many changes wrought, as entirely to diſ- 
guiſe the kind, and often to miſlead the ob- 
ſerver. The variety is ſo great, that ſcarce any, 
two countries have their ſheep of the fame Kind; 
but there is found a manifeſt: difference in all, 


* Liſle's Huſbandry, vol. ii. p. 155. 
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either in the ſize, the . the e or 
the horns. 

The woolly ſheep, as it is Gi W us, 
is found only in Europe, and ſome of the tem- 
perate provinces of Aſia. When tranſported 
into warmer countries, either into Florida or 
Guinea, it loſes its wool, and afſumes a co- 
vering fitted to the climate, becoming hairy 
and rough; it there alſo loſes its fertility, and 
its fleſh no longer has the fame flavour. In 
the ſame manner, in the very cold countries, 
it ſeems equally helpleſs and a ſtranger; it fill 
requires the unceaſing attention of mankind 


for its preſervation ; and although it is found 
to ſubſiſt as well in Greenland as in Gui- 


nea +, yet it ſeems a natural * of 
neither. 

Of the domeſtic kinds d be % 
different parts of the world, beſides our own, 
which is common in 3. the firſt variety 
is to be ſeen in Iceland, Muſcovy, and the 
coldeſt climates of the north. This, which 
may be called the Iceland ſheep, reſembles our 


breed, in the form of the body and the tail; but 


differs in a very extraordinary manner in the 
number of the horns; being generally found to 
have four, and ſometimes even eight, growing 
from different parts of the forehead. Theſe 


Buffon, vol. xxiii. p. 168. + Krantz. 


are 
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are large and formidable; and the animal denn 
thus fitted by Nature for a ſtate of war: how- 
every it is of the nature of the reſt of its kind, 
being mild, gentle, and timid. Its wool is very 
different, alſo, from that of the common ſheep, 
being long, ſmooth, and hairy. Its colour is 
of a dark brown; and under its outward coat 
of hair, it has an internal covering, that rather 
reſembles fur than wool, being fine, ſhort, and 
„ . „ 2 8 

The ſecond variety to be found in this ani- 
mal, is that of the broad-tailed ſheep, fo: com- 
mon in Tartary, Arabia, Perſia, Barbary, Sy- 
ria, and Egypt. This ſheep is only remarkable 
for its large and heavy tail, which is often 
found to weigh from twenty to thirty pounds. 
It ſometimes grows a foot broad, and is obliged 
to be ſupported by a ſmall kind of board, that 
goes upon wheels. This tail is not covered un- 
derneath with wool, like the upper part, but is 
bare; and the natives, who conſider it as a very 
great delicacy, are very careful in attending and 
preſerving it from injury. Mr. Buffon ſup- 
Poſes that the fat which falls into the caul 
in our ſheep, goes in theſe to furniſh the tail; 
and that the reſt of the body is from- thence 
deprived of fat in proportion. With regard 

to their fleeces, in the temperate climates, they 
are, as in our own breed, ſoft and woolly ; but 


in the warmer latitudes, they are hairy: yet 
in 


— 
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in both they ea the. enormous _ wn 8 80 


tails. 


The third e W is „ of: _ 


ſheep called ſtrepſicheros. This animal is a 


native of the iſlands of the Archipelago, and 
only differs from our ſheep, in having ſtrait 
han ſurrounded with a ſpiral furrow. 
The laſt variety is that of the Guinea ſheep, 
wills is. generally found in all the tropical cli- 


mates, both of Africa and the Eaſt-Indies. 


They are of a large ſize, with à rough hairy 
ſkin, ſhort horns, and ears hanging down, with 


a kind of dewlap under the chin. They differ 
greatly in form from the reſt; and might be 
conſidered as animals of another kind, were they 
not known to breed with other ſheep. Theſe, 


of all the domeſtic kinds, ſeem to approach the 


neareſt to the ſtate of nature, They are larger, 


ſtronger, and ſwifter than the common race; 
and, conſequently, better fitted for a preca- 
rious foreſt life. However, they ſeem to rely, 
like the reſt, on man for ſupport; being entirely 
of a domeſtic nature, and OY on # in the 


warmer climates. - - | * 


Such are the varieties of this ack * 
have been reduced into a ſtate of domeſtic ſer- 
vitude. Theſe are all capable of producing 
among each other; all the peculiarities of their 
form have been made by climate and human 
. 3 and none of them ſeem ſufficiently 


independent, 


* 
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independent, to live in a ſtate of ſavage nature. 
They are, therefore, to be conſidered as a de- 
generate race, formed by the hand of man, and 


propagated merely for his benefit. At the ſame 


time, while man thus cultivates the domeſtic. 
kinds, he drives away and deſtroys the ſavage 
race, which are leſs beneficial, and more head- 
ſtrong. Theſe, therefore, are to be found in 
but a very ſmall number, in the moſt uncul- 
tivated countries, where they have been able to- 
ſubſiſt by their native ſwiftneſs and ftrength. 
It is in the more uncultivated parts of Greece, 
Sardinia, Corſica, and particularly in the deſerts 
of Tartary, that the moufflon is to be found, 
that bears all the marks of being the primitive 
race; and that has been acually known to breed | 
with the domeſtic animal. | 
The moufflon, or muſmon, though e! 
with hair, bears a ſtronger ſimilitude to the 
ram than to any other animal; like the ram, it 
has the eyes placed near the horns; and its ears 
are ſhorter than thoſe of the goat: it alſo re- 
ſembles the ram in its horns, and in all the par- 
ticular contours of its form. The horns alſo are 


alike; they are of a yellow colour; they have 


three ſides, as in the ram, and bend backwards 
in the ſame manner behind the ears. The muza- 
zle, and the inſide of the ears, are of a whitiſh. 

colour, tinctured with yellow; the other parts 


of the face are of a browniſh grey. The gene- 
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ral colour of the hair over the body is of a 


brown, approaching to that of the red deer. 
The inſide of the thighs and belly are of a 


white, tin rod with yellow. The form, upon 
the whole, ſeems more made for agility and 
ſtrength than that of the common ſheep and 

the moufflon is actually found to live in a ſavage 


fate, and maintain itſelf, either by force or ſwift- 


neſs, againſt all the animals that live by rapine. 
Such is its extreme ſpeed, that many have been 
inclined rather to rank it among the deer kind, 
than the ſheep. But in this they are deceived, 


as the muſmon has a mark that entirely diſtin- 


guiſhes it from that ſpecies, being known neytr 


to ſhed its horns. In ſome thefe are ſeen to 


grow to a ſurpriſing ſiae; many of them mea- 


ſuring, in their convolutions, above two ells 


long. They are of a yellow colour, as was 
ſaid; but the older the animal grows, the darker 
the horns become: with theſe: they oſten main 


tain very furious battles between each other; 


and ſometimes they are found broken off in ſueh 
2 manner, that the ſmall animals of the foreſt 
creep into the cavity for ſhelter . When the 
muſmon is ſeen ſtanding on the plain, his fore 
legs are always ſtrait, while his hinder legs ſeem 
bent under him; but in caſes of more active 
neceſſity, this ſeeming deformity is removed and 


* Gmelin, as quoted by Buffon, | 
he 
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he moves with great ſwiftneſs and agility. The 
female very much reſembles the male of chis 
ſpecies, but that ſhe is leſs, and her horns alſo 
are never ſeen to grow to that prodigious ſize 
they are of in the wild ram. Such is the ſheep 
in its ſavage ſtate; à bold, noble, and even 
beautiful animal: but it is not the moſt beauti- 
ful creatures that are always found moſt uſeful 
to man. Human induſtry has therefore * 
on its grace, to improve its 7 6h 1 


TEP GOAT, 


"AND ITS NUMEROUS vaRriETIES.” is 


THERE are ſubs 4 50 animals that 
ſeem as auxiliaries to the more uſeful ſorts; and, 
that by ceaſing to be the firſt, are conſidered as 
nothing. We have ſeen the ſervices of the aſs 
ſlighted, becauſe inferior to thoſe of the horſe; 
and; in the ſame manner, thoſe of the goat are 
held cheap, becauſe the ſheep ſo far exceeds it. 
Were the horſe or the ſheep removed from na- 
ture, the inferior kinds would then be invalua- 
ble; and the ſame arts would probably be be- 
ſtowed in perfecting their kinds, that the higher 
order of animals have experienced. But in their 
preſent neglected ſtate, they vary but little from 
the wild animals of the ſame kind; man has left 


them their primitive Habits and forms; ; and the 
rg leſs 


$d” 
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leſs they owe to his  aſiduity, che more. they 


receive from nature. 
'F he goat ſeems, in every reſpect, more fitted” 


for a life of ſavage liberty than the theep*. It 


is naturally more lively, and more poſſeſſed with. 
animal inſtinct. Tt eaſily attaches itſelf to man, 
and ſeems ſenſible of his careſſes. It is a 
ſtronger and ſwifter, more Courageous, and more 
playful, lively, capricious, and vagrant: it is 
not eaſtly confined to its flock, but chuſes its 
own paſtures, and loves to tray remote from the 
reſt, It chiefly delights i in climbing precipices : 
in going to hs very edge of danger: it is often 
ſeen ſuſpended upon an eminence hanging over 
the ſea, upon a very little baſe, and even ſleeps | 
there inſecurity. Nature has, in ſome meaſure, 


fitted it fot traverſing theſe declivities with eaſe; 


the hoof is hollow underneath, with ſharp edges, 
ſo that it walks as ſecurely on the ridge of an 
houſe, as on the level ground. It is an hardy 
animal, and very eaſily ſuſtained; for which 
reaſon it is chiefly the property of the poor, who 
have no paſtures with which to ſupply it. Hap- 
pily, however, it ſeems better pleaſed with the 
neglected wild, chan the cultivated fields of art; 
it chaſes the heathy mountain, or the ſhrubby” 


rock ; ; its favorite food is the tops of the boughs, 


or the tender bark of young trees: it ſeems leſs 


* Buffon, e 
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afraid of ee age und bears the warm 
climates better than the ſheep: it ſleeps expoſed 
to the ſun; and ſeems to enjoy its warmeſt fer- 
vaurs : neither is it terrified at the ſtorm, or in- 
commoded 7 the rain; immoderate cold alone | 
ſeems to affect it and is ſaid to produce a ver- 
tigo, with which this animal is ſometimes in- 
commoded. The inconſtancy of its nature is 
perceivable in the irregularity of its gait; it 
goes forward, ſtops, runs, approaches, flies, 
merely from caprice, and with no other ſeeming 
reaſon than the extreme NMweity of its diſpo- 
8 8 

"There are d 5 this animal's being na- 
turally the friend of man; and that the goat 
| ſeldom reſumes its primeval wildneſs, when 
once reduced into a. tate of ſervitude, - In the 
year 1698, an Engliſh veſſel happening to touch. 
at the iſlands of Bonaviſta, two Negroes came, 
and offered the ſailors as many goats as they 
chaſe to take away. Upon the captain's exprel- 
ſin ing his aſtoniſhment at this offer, the Negroes 
aſſured him that there were but twelve perſons 
in the iſland, and that the goats were multi- 
plied i in ſuch. a manner as eyen to become a nui- 
ſance: they added, that inſtead of giving any 
trouble to catch them, they followed the few 
inhabitants that were left with a ſort of obſti- 
nacy, and rather became importunate with their 
tameneſs. Hl 


The 
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The goat produces but two at a time; and 
three at the moſt. But in the warmer climates, 
although the animal degenerates, and grows leſs, 
yet it "becomes more fruitful, being generally 
found to bring forth three, four, and hve at a 
ſingle delivery. The buck is capable of pro- 
pagating at the age of one year, and the female 
at ſeven months; however, the fruits of this 
premature generation are weak and defective; 
and their beſt breeding- time is generally delayed 
till the age of two years, or eighteen months at 
leaſt. One buck is ſufficient for an hundred and 
fifty goats; his appetites are exceſſive: but this 
ardour brings on. a ſpeedy decay, ſo that he is 
enervated in four years at moſt, and even be- 
comes old before he reaches his ſeventh» hear. 
The goat, like the ſheep, continues five months 
with young; and, in "ory places, e we | 
year 
Tha milk of the 3 is ; feet, pouring 
and medicinal ; not ſo apt to curdle upon the 
ſtomach as that of the cow; and, therefore, 
preferable to thoſe whoſe digeſtion is but weak. 
The peculiarity of this animal's food gives the 
milk a flavour different from that either of the 
cow or the ſheep; for as it generally feeds upon 
ſhrubby paſtures, and heathy mountains, there 
is an agreeable wildneſs in the taſte, very pleaſ- 
ing to ſuch as are fond of that aliment. In 
ſeveral parts of Ireland, and the highlands. of 
| 1 Scotland, 
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Scotland, the goat makes the chief poſſeſſion of 
the inhabitants. On thoſe mountains, where no 
other uſeful animal could find ſubſiſtence, the 
goat continues to glean a ſufficient living; and 
, lupplies the hardy natives with what they con- 
fider as varied luxury. They lie beds 
made of their ſkins, which are ſoft, clean, and 
wholeſome ; they live upon their milk, with oat 
bread; they convert a part of it into butter, and 
ſome into cheeſe ; the fleſh, indeed, they ſeldom + 
taſte of, as it is a delicacy which they find too 
expenſive; however, the kid is conſidered, even 
by the city epicure, as a great rarity; and the 
fleſh of the goat, when properly prepared, is 
ranked by ſome as no way inferior to veniſon. 
In this manner, even in the wildeſt folitudes, the 
poor find comforts of which the rich do not 
think it worth their while to diſpoſſeſs them; in 
theſe mountainous retreats, where the landſcape 
preſents only a ſcene of rocks, heaths, and 
ſhrubs, that, ſpeak the wretchedneſs of the ſoil, 
theſe ſimple people have their feaſts, and their 
pleaſures; their faithful flock of goats attends 
them to theſe awful ſolitudes, and furniſhes them 
with all the neceſſaries of life; while their re- 
mote ſituation happily reve them I Rena. of 
greater luxury. 

As theſe animals are apt to ſtray from the 
flock, no man can attend above fifty of them at 
a time. They are fattened in the ſame manner 

| | if 
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as ſheep; but, taking every precaution, their 
fleſh is never ſo good or ſo ſweet, in our climate, 
as that of mutton. It is otherwiſe between the 


tropics. The mutton there becomes flabby _ 


and lean, while the fleſh of the goat rather ſeems 
to improve; and in ſome places the latter is 
cultivated in preference to the former. We, 
therefore, find this animal in almoſt every part 
of the world, as it ſeems fitted for the neceſſities 
of man in both extremes. Towards the north, 


where the paſture is coarſe and barren, the goat 


is fitted to find a ſcanty ſubſiſtence; between the 
tropics, where the heat is exceflive, the goat is 
fitted to bear the cine and its 2 is Tony 


to improve. 


One of the moſt remarkable varieties we e find 


in the goat is in that of Natolia. The Natolian 
goat, or,- as Mr. Buffon calls it, the goat of 
Angora, has the ears longer than ours, and 
broader in proportion. The male has horns of 
about the ſame length with the goat of Europe, 


but black, and turned very differently, going” 
out horizontally on each fide of the head, and 


twiſted round in the manner of a cork-fcrew. 
The horns of the female are ſhorter, and en- 
circle the ear ſomewhat like thoſe of the ram. 
They are of a dazzling white colour, and in all 
the hair is very long, thick, fine, and gloſſy; 
which, indeed, is the cafe with almoſt all the ani- 
mals of Syria. There are a great number of theſe 

D 3 animals: 
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animals about Angora, where the inhabitants 
drive a trade with their hair, which is fold, either 
raw. or manufactured, into all parts of Europe, 
Nothing can exceed the beauty of the ſtuffs 
waich are made from the hair of almoſt all the 
atiimals of that country. Theſe are well known 
among us by the name of camlet. 

A fecond variety is the Aſſyrian goat of Get. 
ner, which is ſomewhat larger than ours, with 
ears almoſt hanging down to the ground, and 
broad in proportion. The horns, on the con- 
trary, are not above two inches and an half 
long, black, and bending a little backwards. 
The hair is of a fox colour, and under the 
throat there are two excreſcences, like the gills of 
a cock. "Theſe animals are chiefly kept round 
Aleppo, for the fake of their milk. They are 
driven through the ftreets, and their milk is ſold 
to the inhabitants as they paſs along. 

In the third variety may be reckoned the 
little goat of America, which is of the ſize of a 
kid, but the hair is as long as that of the ordi- 
nary breed. The horns, which do not exceed 
the length of a man's finger, are thick, and 
bend downwards fo cloſe to the W that they 
almoſt enter the ſkin. = 

There is an animal of this kind at the Copy of 
Good Hope, called the blue goat, which may 
be ranked as the fourth variety. It is in ſhape 
like the domeſtic, but much larger, being near- 

ly 
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ly's of the Gize"of a ſtag. Its hair i is. very ſhort, 


and of a delightful blue; but it loſes a great 


deal of i its beauty when the animal is dead. . It- 


Has A a very long beard; but the horns are not ſo 
long in proportion "as in other goats, being 


ay ſpirally,- in the manner of a cork-ſcrew.. 


Tt has very long legs, but well proportioned ; 


and the fleſh is very well taſted, but lean. For 


this reaſon, in that plentiful country, ĩt is chief- 


ly killed upon accountof its ſkin.' It is a very ſhy 
animal, and ſeldom comes near the Dutch ſettle- 
ments; but they are found in great abundance 


in the more uncultivated parts of the country. 
Beſides theſe, they are found in this exten- 
ſive region of various colours, and many of 
them are ſpotted beautifully, ow 150 vs 
and brown. 


In fine, the Juda goat reſembles ours in > en 


parts, except in ſize, it being much ſmaller. 
This animal is common in Guinea, Angola, and 
all along the coaſts of Africa: it is not much 


larger than a hare, but it is extremely fat, and 
its fleſh admirably taſted. It is in that 9 : 


| W preferred to mutton. 


Theſe animals ſeem all of one kind, with very 


trifling diſtinctions between them. It is true 
that they differ in ſome reſpects; ſuch as having 


neither the ſame colour, hair, ears, or horns. 


But it ought to be conſidered as a rule in natu- 


ral hiſtory, that neither the horns, the Colours 
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the fineneis, or the length of the hair, or the 
poſition of the ears, are to be conſidered as 
making an actual diſtinction in the kinds. 


Theſe are accidental varieties, produced by cli- 


mate and food, which are known to change 
even in the fame animal, and give it a ſeeming 

difference of form. When we ſee the ſhapes, 
the inclinations, and the internal conformation 
of ſeemingly different creatures nearly the ſame; 
and, above all, when we ſee them producing 
among each other, we then have no heſitation 
in pronouncing the ſpecies, and aſſerting that 


theſe are of the goat kind, with which they are ſq 


materially connected. ; 

But, although theſe are evidently 333 to 
belong to the goat kind, there are others nearly 
reſembling the goat, of whoſe kindred we can- 
not be equally certain. Theſe are ſuch as, being | 
found in a fate of nature, have not as yet 
been ſufficiently ſubjected to human obſervation. 
Hence it is impoſſible to determine with pre- 
ciſion to which claſs they belong; whether they 
be animals of a particular kind, or merely the 
goat in its ſtage of ſavage freedom. Were there 
but one of theſe wild animals, the enquiry 


would ſoon be ended; and we might readily al- 


low it for the parent ſtock ;, but in the 1 1 
caſe, there are two kinds that have almoſt equal 
pretenſions to this honour; and the claims of 


which it has been found difficult to determine, 
e 
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The animals in queſtion are the ſhammoy and 
the ibex. Theſe both bear very near approaches 
to the goat in figure; have horns that never 
ſhed; and, at the ſame time, are more different 
from each other than from the animal in queſtion. 
From which of theſe two ſources our domeſtic 
goat is derived is not eaſy to. ſettle, Inſtead, 
therefore, of entering into the diſcuſſion, I will 
content myſelf with the refult of Mr, Buf- 
fon's enquiries. He is of opinion that the ibex 
is tae principal ſource, that our domeſtic goat” 
is the immediate deſcendant, and that the fham- 
moy is but a variety from that ſtock, a ſort of 
collateral branch of the ſame family. His prin 
cipal reaſon. for giving the preference to the ibex 
is its having. 2 more maſculine figure, large 
horns, and a large beard ; whereas the ſham- 
moy wants theſe marks of primitive ſtrength 
and wildneſs, He ſuppoſes, therefore, in their 
original ſavage ſtate, that aur goat has taken af- 
ter the male of the parent ſtock, and the ſham- 
moy after the female; and that this has produc- 
ed a variety in theſe animals, even before they 
underwent human cultivation. 

However this be, the two animals in queſtion 
ſeem both well fitted for their precarious life, 
being extremely ſwift, and capable of running 
with eaſe along the ledges of precipices, where 
even the wolf or the. fox, though inſtigated by 


hunger, dares not PS them. They are both 
D 5 : natives 
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natives of the Alps, the Pyrenees, and the 
mountains of Greece ; there they propagate in - 
vaſt numbers, and continue to exiſt, in ſpite of 
the hunter and every beaſt of prey that i is found 
inceſſantly to purſite them. 

The ibex reſembles the goat | in the ſhape of 
its body ; : but differs in the horns, which are 
much larger. They are. bent backward, full of 
knots; and. it is generally aſſerted that there is 
a knot added every year. There are ſome of 
_theſe found, if we may believe Bellonius, at leaſt - 
two yards long. The ibex has a large black 
beard, is of a brown colour, with a thick warm 
coat of. hair. There is a ftreak of black runs 
along the top of the back; and the belly and 
back of the thighs are of a fawn colour. 

"The ſhammoy *, though a wild animal, is 
very eaſily tamed, and docile; and to be found 
only in rocky and mountainous places. It is 
about the ſize of a domeſtic. goat, and reſembles 
one in many reſpects. It is moſt agreeably 
hvely, and active beyond expreſſion. The ſham- 
moy's hair is ſhort, like that of the doe; in 
ſpring it is of an aſh colour, in autumn a dun 
colour, inclining to black, and in winter of a 
blackiſh brown. This KS} is found in great 
plenty in the mountains of Dauphiny, of Pied- 
mont, Savoy, Switzerland, and Germany. They 


N23 M. Peroud's Ae as . by Buffon. i 
8 


SHEEP AND GoarT Ring. - 59 


are peaceful, gentle creatures, and live in ſociety 
with each other. They are found in flocks of 
from four to fourſcore, and even an hundred, 
diſperſed upon the erags of the mountains. 
The large males are ſeen feeding detached from 


the reſt, except in rutting time, when they ap- 
proach the: females, and drive away the young. 


The time' of their coupling i is from the begin- 
ning of November to the end of October; and 


they- bring forth in April and March. The 
young keeps with the dam for about five months, 


and ſometimes longer, if the hunters and the 
uulves do not ſeparate them. It is afferted 
that they live between twenty and thirty years. 


Their fleſh is good to: eat; and they are found 
to have ten or twelve pounds of ſuet, which far 


ſurpaſſes that of the goat in hardneſs and good- 
neſs. The ſhammoy has ſcarce any cry, as moſt 
animals are known to have; if it has any, it is a 


kind of feeble bleat, by which the parent calls. 


its young: © But in caſes of danger, and when it 
is to warn the reſt of. the flock, it uſes an hiſ- 


ſing noiſe; which is heard at a great diſtance, 
For it is to be obſerved that this creature is ex- 


tremely vigilant, and has an eye the quickeſt 


and moſt piercing in nature. Its fmell-alfo is 
not lefs diſtinguithing. When it fees its enemy 


diſtinctly, it ſtops for a moment; ; and then, if 
the perſon be near, in an inſtant after it flies 
one” In the ſame manner, by its ſmell, it can 
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diſcover a man at half a league. diſtance, and 
gives. the earlieſt notice. Upon any alarm, 
therefore, or any apprehenſions of danger, the 
ſhammoy begins his hiſſing note with ſuch force, 
that the rocks and the foreſts re- echo to the 
ſound. The firſt hiſs continues as long as the 
time of one inſpiration. In the beginning it 1s 
very ſharp, and deeper towards the cloſe. The 
animal having, after this firſt alarm, repoſed a 
moment, again looks round, and, perceiving the 
reality of its fears, continues to hiſs by intervals, 
until it has ſpread the alarm to a very great dif- 
tance. During this time, it ſeems in the moſt 
violent agitation; it ſtrikes the ground with its 
fore- foot, and ſometimes with both; it bounds 
from rock to rock; it turns and looks round; 
it runs to the edge of the precipice; and, ſtill 
perceiving the enemy, flies with all its ſpeed. 
The hiſſing of the male is much louder and 
ſharper than that of the female; it is performed 
through the noſe; and is properly no more than 
a very ſtrong breath, driven violently through a 
ſmall aperture. The ſhammoy feeds upon the 
beſt herbage, and chuſes the moſt delicate parts 
of the plants, the flower, and the tender buds, 
It is not leſs delicate with. regard. to ſeveral 
aromatic herbs, which, grow upon the ſides of 
the mountains. It drinks but very little while 
it feeds upon the ſucculent herbags, and chews 
the cud 1 in the intervals of feeding. This rae 
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is greatly admired for the beauty of its eyes, 
which are round and ſparkling, and which mark 
the warmth of its conſtitution. Its head is 
furniſhed with two ſmall horns, of about half a: 
foot long, of a beautiful black, and riſing from 
the forehead, almoſt betwixt the eyes. Theſe, 


inſtead of going backwards, or ſideways; jet out 
forward, and bend a little; at their extremities, 


backward, in a ſmall circle, and end in a very 
ſharp point. The ears are placed in à very 
elegant manner, near the horns; and there are 
two. ſtripes of black on each ſide of the face, the 


reſt being of a whitiſh yellow, which never 


changes. The horn of this animal is often uſed 
as the head of a cane. Thoſe of the female are 


leſs, and r not ſo much bent; SER farriers : 


4 


8 are ry much eee oy tinge, that 
they are never found in ſummer, except in the 
caverns of rocks, amidſt fragments of unmelted 
ice, under the ſhade of high and ſpreading trees, 
or of rough and hanging precipices, that face 
the north, and which keep off entirely the rays 
of the ſun. They go to paſture both morning 
and evening, and feldom during the heat of the 
day. They run along the rocks witiv great cafe 
and ſeeming indifference, and leap: from one to 
another, ſo that no dogs are able to purſue them. 
There is nothing more extraordinary than to ſee 
2 9 95 them 
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them cli mbing and deſcending precipices,/ that 
to all other quadrupedes are inacceſſible. They 
always mount or deſcend in an oblique direction; 
and throw themſelves down a rock of thirty feet, 
and light with great ſecurity upon ſome excreſ. 
cence, or fragment, on the ſide of the precipice, 
vhich is juſt large enough to place their feet 
upon; they ſtrike the rock, however, in their 
deſcent, with their feet, three or four times; to 
ſtop the velocity. of their motion; and; when 
they have got upon their baſe below, they at 
once ſeem fixed and ſecure. . In fact, to ſee them 
jump in this manner, they ſeem rather to have 
wings than legs; ſome, indeed, pretend to ſay 
that they uſe their horns for climbing, but this 
wants confirmation. Certain it is that their legs 
alone are formed for this arduous employment, 
the hinder being rather longer than the former, 
and bending in ſuch a manner that, when they 
deſcend upon them, they break the force of the 
fall. It is alſo aſſerted, that when they feed, one 
of them always ſtands as centinel; but how far 
this may be true is queſtionable. For certain, 
while they feed, there are ſome of them that 
keep continually gazing round the reſt; but 
this is practiſed among all- gregarious animals; 
ſo that when they fee any danger, they warn-the 
reſt. of the herd of its approach. During the 
rigours of winter, the ſhammoy ſleeps in the 
thicker foreſts, and feeds upon the ſhrubs and 
© PHE the 
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the buds of the pine tree. It ſometimes turns. 
up the ſnow with its foot to look for herbage z. 
and, where it is green, makes a delicious repaſt. 

The more craggy and uneven the foreſt, the 


more this animal is pleaſed with the abode, | 


which thus. adds to. its ſecurity... The hunting 
the ſhammay is very laborious, and. extremely 
difficult, The moſt uſual; way is to hide behigd* 


the clefts of. the rocks and ſhoot them. Thie; 
however, muſt be done with great precaution 3. 


the ſportſman muſt creep. for. a. vaſt, way upon. 
his belly, in ſilence, and take alſo the advantage 


of the wind, which if it blow from him they 


would inſtantly. perceive. When arrived at A: 


proper. diſtance, he then advances his. piece, 
which is to be rifle- barrelled, and to. carry one. 
ball, and tries his fortune among them. Some 
alſo purſue, this animal as they do the ſtag, by. 


placing proper perſons at all the paſſages of a. 
glade, or valley, and then ſending in others ta, 
rouſe the game. Dogs are quite uſeleſs in this 


chace, as they rather alarm than overtake. Nor. 


is it without danger even to the men; for, it 
often happens that when the animal finds itſelf, 
over-prefled, it drives at the hunter with its head, 
and often tumbles him down the neighbouring 


precipice. This animal cannot go upon ice 


when ſmooth; but if there be the leaſt ; inequa- 
lities on its ſurface, it then bounds along in 
ſecurity, and quickly evades all purſuit. . 
The 


— 
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The ſkin' of the ſhammoy was ence famous, 
when tanned, for its ſoftneſs and warmth; at 
preſent, however, ſince the art of tanning has 
been brought to greater perfection, the leather 
called ſhammoy is made alſo from thoſe of the 
tame goat, the ſheep, and the deer. Many 
_ medicinal virtues alſo were faid to reſide in the 
blood, fat, gall, and the concretion ſometimes | 
found in the ſtomach of this animal, called the 
German bezoar. The fat, mixed with milk, 
was faid to be good in ulcers of the lungs. The 
gall was faid to be uſeful in ſtrengthening the 
ſight; the ſtone, which is generally about the 
fize of a walnut and blackifh, was formerly in 
great requeſt for having the ſame virtues with 
oriental bezoar. However, in the preſent en- 
 Tightened ſtate of phyſic, all theſe medicines are 
quite out of repute ; and, although we have the 
names of ſeveral medicines procurabie from 
quadrupedes, yet, except the muſk or harts- 
horn alone, I know of none in any degree of 
reputation. It is true, the fat, the urine, the 
beak, and even the dung, of various animals, 
may be found efficacious, where better remedies 
are not to be had; but they are far ſurpaſſed by 
many at preſent in uſe, whoſe operations we 

know, and whoſe virtues are confirmed by re- 
peated experience. | 
Such are the quadrupedes that more pecu- 
nr belong to the goat Kind. Each of theſe, 


in 
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in all probability, can engender and breed with 
the other; and were the whole race extin- 
guiſhed, except any two, theſe would be ſuf- 
ficient to repleniſh the world, and continue the 
kind. Nature, however, proceeds in her Va- 
riations by ſlow and inſenſible degrees, and 
ſcarce draws a firm diſtinguiſhed line between 
any two nei ighbouring races' of animals what- 
foever. Thus it is hard to diſcover where the 
ſheep ends and the goat begins; and we ſhall 
find ĩt ſtill harder to fix preciſely the boundaries 
between the goat kind and the deer. In 
tranſitions. from one kind to the other, there are 
to be found a middle race of animals, that ſeem 
to partake of the nature of bath, and that. can 
preciſely. be referred,” to neither. That race of 
quadrupedes, called the gazelles, are of this 
kind; they are properly neither goat nor deer, 
and yet they have many of the marks of both; 
they make the ſhade between theſe two * 
and fill up the chaſm 1 in nature. ; 


THE GAZELLES. 


THE cavities of which FOR are Fey 
kinds, can, with propriety, be referred neither 
to the goat or the deer; and yet they partake 
of both natures. Like the goat, they have hollow 
horns that never fall, which is otherwiſe in the 

deer. 
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deer. They have a gall- bladder, which is found 
in the goat and not in the deer; and, like that 
animal, they feed rather upon ſhrubs than graſſy 
paſtures. On the other hand, they reſemble the 
roe-buck in ſize and delicacy of form; they 

have deep pits under the eyes like that animal; 
they reſemble the roe-buck in the colour 1 
nature of their hair; : they reſemble. him 1 in the. 
bunches upon their legs, which only differ in- 
being upon the fore-legs in theſe, and on the 
hind legs in the other. They ſeem, therefore, 
to be of a middle nature between. theſe. two. 
kinds; or, to ſpeak with greater truth and! pre- 
ciſion they form a diſtin& kind by themſelves. . 
The diſtinguiſhing marks of this tribe of : 
animals, by which they differ both from the 
goat and deer, are theſe : their horns are made 
differently, being annulated or ringed round, at 
the ſame time that there are Iongitudinated de- 
preſſions running from the bottom to the point. 
They have bunches of hair upon their fore-legs : 
they have a ſtreak of black, red, or brown, 
running along the lower part: of their ſides, 
and three ſtreaks of whitiſh hair in the mternal 
fide of the ear. Theſe are characters that none 
of them are without; beſides theſe, there are 
others which, in general, they are found to 
have, and which are more obvious to the be- 
holder. Of all animals in the world, the ga- 
_ has the moſt beautiful eye, extremely 
brilliant, 
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brilliant, and yet ſo, meek, that all the eaſtern 
poets compare the eyes of their miſtreſſes to 
thoſe of this animal. A gazelle- eyed beauty 
is conſidered as the higheſt compliment that a 
lover can pay; and, indeed, the Greeks them- 
ſelves thought it no inelegant piece: of flattery 
to reſemble the eyes of a beautiful woman to 
thoſe of a cow. The gazelle, for the moſt part, 
is more delicately and finely limbed than even 
the roe-buck; its hair is as ſhort, but finer and 
more gloſſy. Its hinder legs are longer than 
thoſe before, as in the hare, which gives it 
greater ſecurity in aſcending or deſcending 
ſeep places. Their ſwiftneſs is equal, if not 
ſuperior to that of the roe; but as the latter 
bounds forward, ſo theſe run along in an even 
uninterrupted courſe. Moſt of them are brown 
upon the back, white under the belly, with a 
black ſtripe, ſeparating thoſe colours between. 
Their tail is of various lengths, but in all co- 
vered with pretty long hair; and their ears are 
beautiful, well placed, and terminating in a 
point. They all have a cloven hoof, like the 
ſheep; they all have permanent horns; and the 
female has them ſmaller than the maleQ. 
Of theſe animals, Mr. Buffon makes twelve 
varieties; which, however, is much fewer than 
what other naturaliſts have made them. The 
firſt is the Gazella, properly ſo called, which is 
of the {1ze of the roe-buck, and very much re- 
| ſembling 
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ſembling it in all the proportions of its body, 
but entirely differing, as was ſaid, in the na- 
ture and faſhion of the horns, which are black 
and hollow, like thoſe of the ram, or the goat, 
and never fall. The ſecond he calls the Kevel, 
which is rather leſs than the former; its eyes 
alſo ſeem larger; and its horns, inſtead of be- 
ing round, are flatted on the ſides, as well in the 
male as the female. The third he calls the 
Corin, which very much reſembles the two 
former but that it is ſtill leſs than either. Its 
borns alſo are ſmaller in proportion, ſmoother 
than thoſe of the other two, and the annular 
prominences belonging to the kind are ſcarce 
diſcernible, and may rather be called wrinkles 
than prominences. Some of theſe animals are 
often ſeen ſtreaked like the tiger. Theſe three 
are ſuppoſed to be of the ſame ſpecies. The 
fourth he calls the Zeiran, the horns only of 
which he has ſeen; which, from their ſize, and 
the deſcription of travellers, he ſuppoſes to be- 
long to a larger kind of the gazelle, found in 
India and Perſia, under that denomination. 
The fifth he calls the Koba, and the ſixth the 
Kob; theſe two differ from each other only in 
ſize, the former being much larger than the 
latter. The muzzle of theſe animals is much 
longer than thoſe of the ordinary gazelle ; the 
head is differently ſhaped, and they have no de- 
preſſions under the eyes. The ſeventh he calls 
0 after 
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after its Egyptian name, the Algazel; which is 
ſhaped pretty much like the ordinary gazelle, 
except that the horns are much longer, being 
generally three feet from the point to the in- 
ſertion; whereas, in the common gazelle, they 
are not above a foot; they are ſmaller alſo, and 
ſtraiter till near the extremities, when they turn 
ſhort, with a very ſharp flexure: they are black 


and ſmooth, and the annular prominences are 


ſcarcely obſervable. The eighth is called the 
Pazan; or, by ſome, the bezoar goat, which 


greatly reſembles the former, except a ſmall _ | 


variety in their horns; and alſo with this dif- 
ference, that as the algazel feeds upon the plains, 
this is only found in the mountains. They are 
both inhabitants of the ſame countries and ch4 
mate; being found in Egypt, Arabia, and Per- 
ſia, This laſt is the animal famous for that 
concretion in the inteſtines or ſtomach, called 
the Oriental Bezoar, which was once in ſuch 
repute all over the world for its medicinal vir- 
tues. The word bezoar is ſuppoſed to take its 
name either from the pazan or pazar, which is 
the animal that produces it; or from a word 
in the Arabic language, which fignifies antidote, 
or counter-poiſon. It is a ſtone of a glazed 
blackiſh colour, found in the ftomach, or the 
inteſtines of ſome animal, and brought over to 
us from the Eaſt-Indies. Like all other animal 
n it is found to have a kind of nu- 

cleus, 
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cleus, or hard ſubſtance within, upon waich 
the external coatings were formed; for, upon 
being ſawed through, . it is ſeen to have layer 
over layer, as in an onion. This nucleus is of 
various kinds; ſSMetimes the buds of a ſhrub, 
ſometimes a Pert of ſtone, and ſometimes a 
marcaſite. This ſtone is from the ſize of an 
f acorn to that of a pigeon's egg; the larger the 
ſtone, the more valuable it is held; its price 
encreaſing, like that of a diamond. There was 
a time when a ſtone of four ounces fold i in Eu- 
rope for above two hundred pounds ; but, at pre- 
ſent, the price is greatly fallen, and they are in 
very little eſteem. The bezoar is of various co- 
lours; ſometimes of a blood colour, ſometimes. 
of a pale yellow, and of all the ſhades between 
theſe two. It is generally gloſly, ſmooth, and 
has a fragrant ſmell, like that of ambergreaſe, 
probably ariſing from the aromatic vegetables 
upon which the animal that produces it feeds. 
It has been given in vertigoes, epilepſies, pal- 
pitations of the heart, colic, jaundice, and, in 
thoſe places where the dearneſs, and not the va- 
Ine of medicines, is conſulted, in almoſt every 
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| diſorder incident to man. In all, perhaps, it is 
. equally efficacious, acting only as an abſorbent 
i; 7 powder, and poſſeſſing virtues equal to common 
| * chalk, or crabs claws. Judicious' phyſicians 
| 4 have therefore diſcarded it; and this celebrated 


wodieing is now chiefly conſumed in countries 
where 
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where the know ledge of nature has been, but e 
tle. advanced. "When this medicine was in its 


higheſt, reputation, many arts were uſed to adul- 


terate itz 3, and many countries endeavoured to 


find out EF bezoar of their. OWn. .. Thus we 


hed occidental_ bezoar, brought from Ame- . 
rica; German bezoar, which has been men- 


tioned before; co bezoar, and monkey bezoar. 


In, fact, there 1 is ſcarce an animal, except of the 


carniyorous kinds, that does not produce ſome 
of theſe, coneretions in the ſtomach, inteſtines, 
kidnies, bladder, and even in the heart. To 
theſe; Ignorance may impute. virtues that they do 
not pofleſs : experience has found but few cures 


wrought by their efficacy; ; but it is well known, 


that they often prove fatal to the animal that 


bears them. Theſe concretions are generally 
found in cows, by their practice of licking off 


their hair, which, gathers, in the ſtomach into. 
the ſhape of a ball, acquires a ſurpriſing degree 
of hardneſs, and ſometimes a poliſh like leather. 


They are often as large as a gooſe- egg; and, 


when become too large to paſs, block up the 
paſſage of the food, and the animal dies. The 
ſubſtance of theſe balls, however, 18 different 
from the bezoar mentioned aboye ; being rather 


a concretion of hair than of ſtone. There is a 


bez oar found i in the gall- bladder of a boar, and 
thence called hog bezoar, in very great eſteem; 
but perhaps with as little juſtice as any of the 


former, In ſhort, as we have already obſerved, 
| there 
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there is ſcarce an animal, or ſearce a part of their 
bodies, in which concretionis are not formed; 
and it is more than probable, as Mr. Buffon | 
uſtly remarks, that the bezoar ſo much in uſe ö 
baute was not the production of the pazar, 
or any one animal only, but chat of the whole 
gazelle kind; who feeding upon odoriferous 
herbs and plants, gave this admirable fragratice 
to the accidental concretions which they were 
found to produce. As this medicine, however, 
is but little uſed at preſent, our curioſity is 
much abated, as to the cauſe of its formation. 
To return, therefore, to the varieties in the ga- 
zelle tribe, the ninth is called the Ranguer, and 
is a native of Senegal. This differs ſomewhat 
in ſhape and colour from the reſt; but parti- 
cularly in the ſhape of its horns, which are 
ſtrait to near the points, where they crook for- 
ward, pretty much in the ſame manner as in 
the ſhammoy they crook backward. The tenth 
variety of al gazelle is the Antelope, fo well 
known to the Englifh, who have given it the 
name. This animal is of the ſize of a roe- 
buck, and reſembles the gazelle in many par- 
ticulars, but differs in others : : it has deeper 
eye-pits than the former ; the horns are form- 
ed differently alſo, being about ſixteen ifiches 
long, almoſt touching each other at the bot- 
tom, and ſpreading as they riſe, ſo as at their tips 


to be ſixteen inches aſunder. They have the 
* annular 
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annular prominences of their kind, but not ſo 
diſtinguiſhable as in the gazelle: however, they 
have a double flexure, which is very remarkable, 
and ſerves to diſtinguiſh them from all others 
of their kind. At the root they have a tuſt of 
hair, which is longer than that of any part of 
the body. Like others of the fame kind, the 
_ antelope is brown on the back, and white under 
the belly; but theſe colours are not ſeparated by 
the black ſtreak which is to be found in all the 
reſt of the gazelle kinds. There are different 
ſorts of this animal, ſome with larger horns than 
others, and others with leſs. The one which 
makes the eleventh variety in the gazelle kind, 
Mr. Buffon calls the Lidme, which has very 
long horns; and the other, which is the twelfth 
and laſt, he calls the Indian Arey; the horns 
of which are very ſmall. . A 
To theſe. may be added three or Leg varieties 
more, which it is not eaſy to tell whether to re- 
fer to the goat or the gazelle, as they equally 
reſemble both. The firſt of theſe is the Buba- 
lus, an animal that ſeems to partake of the 
mixed natures of the cow, the goat, and the 
deer. It reſembles the ſtag in the ſize and the SEO 
figure of its body, and particularly in the ſhape 
of its legs. But it has permanent horns, like 
the goat; and made entirely like thoſe of the 
gazelle kind. It alſo reſembles that animal in 
its way of living: however, it differs in the 
n | Fa | make 


; 545, Antmals df thu | 
make of its head, being exactly like the cow in 
the length of its muzzle, and in the diſpoſition . 

of the bones of its ſcull ; from which ſimilitude 
it has taken its name. This animal has a nar- 
row long head; the eyes are placed very high; 
the forehead ſhort and narrow ; the horns per- 
manent, about a foot long, black, thick, annu- 
lated, and the rings of the gazelle kind, remark- 
able large; its ſhoulders are very high, and it 
has a kind of bunch on them, that terminates at 
the neck; the tail is about a foot long, and 
tufted with hair at the extremity. The hair of 
this animal is remarkable in being thicker at the 
middle than at the root; in all other quadru- 
pedes, except the elk and this, the hair tapers 
off from the bottom to the point; but in theſe, 
each hair ſeems to ſwell in the middle, like a 
nine-pin. The bubalus alſo reſembles the elk 
in ſize, and the colour of its ſkin; but theſe. are 
the only ſimilitudes between them: as the one 
has a very large branching head of ſolid horns 
that are annually deciduous, the other has black 
unbranching hollow horns that never fall. The 
bubalus is common enough in Barbary, and has 

often been called by the name of the Barbary 
Cow, from which animal it differs ſo widely. 
It partakes pretty much of the nature of the 
antelope; like that having the hair ſhort, the 
hide black, the ears pointed, and the fleſh 5 
for food. 


be 
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The ſecond anomalous animal of the goat 
Lind; Mr. Buffon calls the Condoma. It is 
ſuppoſed to be equal in ſize to the largeſt ſtag, 
but with hollow horns, like thoſe of the goat 
kind, and with varied flexures, like thoſe of the 
antelope. ' They are above three feet long; and, 
at their extremities, about two feet aſunder. 
All along the back there runs a White lift, 
which ends at the inſertion of the tail; another 
of the ſame colour croſſes this, at the bottom of 
the neck, which it entirely furrounds : there are 
two more of the ſame kind running . round the 
body, one behind the fore legs, and the other 
running parallel to it before the hinder. Thę 
colour of the reſt of the body is greyiſh, except 
the belly, which is white: it has alſo; a long 
grey beard; and its legs, though long, are well 

proportioned, * 

The third that may be n he calls 
the Guiba. It reſembles the gazelles in every 
particular, except in the coleur of the belly, 
which, as we have ſeen, js white in them, but in 
this is of a deep brown, Its horns alſo are not 
marked with annular prominences, but are 
ſmooth and poliſhed. It is alſo remarkable for 
white liſts, on a brown ground, that are diſpoſed 
along the animal's body, as if it were covered 
with a harneſs. Like the * it is a natiye 
of Africa. 


A African Wild Goat of . is the 
| 1 fourth. | 
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any, are more of the gazelle kind, being hollow 
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fourth. It is of a dark aſh colour; and in the 
middle of the head is an hairy tuft, ſtanding 
upright ; on both ſides, between the eyes and 


the noſe, there are very deep cavities, greater 


than thoſe of the other kinds, which contain a 
yellow oily liquor, coagulating into a black ſub- 
| ſtance, that has a finell between muſk and civet. 
This being taken away, the liquor again runs 


out, and coagülates, as before. Theſe cavities 


have no communication with the eyes, and, con- 
ſequently, this oozing ſubſtance can have no- 


thing of the nature of tears. | 
To this we may add the Chevrotin, or inte 


Guinea Deer, WANT is the leaſt of all: Eren. | 


2 * 


tiful; ; its legs, at the ſmalleſt part, are not ch 


thicker than the ſhank of a tobacco- pipe; it is 


about ſeven inches high, and about twelve from 


the point of the noſe” to the inſertion of the tail. 
It is the moſt delicately ſhaped animal in the 


world, being completely formed like a ſtag in 
miniature; except that its horns, when it has 


and annulated in the ſame manner. Tt has two 


canine teeth in the upper jaw; in which reſpect 


it differs from all other animals of the goat or 
deer kind, and thus makes a ſpecies entirely 
diſtinct by itſelf. This wonderful animal's 
colour is not leſs pleaſing; the hair, which is 


ſhort and glofly, being in ſome of a beautiful 


yellow, 
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vellow, except on the neck and belly, which 
is white. They are natives of India, Guinea, 
and the warm climates between the tropics; 
and are found. in great plenty. But though 
they are amazingly. ſwift for their lize, yet the 
Negroes oftzn overtake: them in the purſuit, 
and knock them down with their ſticks. They 
may be eaſily tamed, and then they become fami- 
liar and pleaſing; but they are of ſuch delicate 
conſtitutions, that they can bear no climate but 
the hotteſt ; and they always periſn with the 
rigours of ours, when they are brought. over. 
The male in Guinea has horns; the female is 
without any; as are all the kinds of this animal, 
to be found either in en or een n 
they chiefly abeund. ; 

Such is che liſt „ al eh 
pretty nearly reſemble the deer in form, and de- 
licacy of ſhape; but have the horns hollow, 

lingle, and permanent, like thoſe of the goat, 
They properly fill up, as has been already ob- 
ſerved, the interval between theſe two kinds f 
animals: ſo that it is difficult to tell here the 
goat ends, and the deer may be ſaid to begin. 
If we compare the gazelles with each other, we 
ſhall find but very light diſtinctions between 
them. The turn or the magnitude of the horns, 
the different ſpots on the ſkin, or a difference 
of ſize in each, are chiefly the marks by which 
. chen varieties are to be known ; but their way 
| E 3 | of 
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of living, their nature, and their peculiar Fiſts 
neſs, all come under one deſcription. 

The gazelles are, in general, inhabitants of 
the warmer climates; and contribute, among 
other embelliſhments,” to add beauty to thoſe 
foreſts that are for ever green. They are often 
feen feeding in herds, on the ſides of the moun- 
. tain, or in the ſhade of the woods; and fly all 
together, upon the ſmalleſt approaches of dan- 
ger. They bound with ſuch ſwiftneſs, and are 
fo very ſhy, that dogs or men vainly attempt to 
purſue them. They traverſe thoſe precipices 
with eaſe and ſafety, which to every quadrupede 
elſe are quite impracticable; nor can any ani- 
mals, but of the winged kind, overtake them. 
Accordingly, in all thoſe countries where they 
are chiefly found, they are purſued by falcons ; 
and this admirable manner of hunting makes 
one of the principal amuſements of the e 
ranks of people all over the Eaſt. 

The Arabians, Perſians, and Nuts pal 
up for this purpoſe that kid of hawk, called 
the Falcon Gentle, with which, when properly 
trained, they go forth on horſeback among the 
foreſts and the mountains, the falcon perching 
upon the hand of the hunter, Their expedition 
is conducted with profound filence; their dogs 
are taught to hang behind; while the men, on 
the fleeteſt courſers, look round for the game. 


Whenever they ſpy a gaz elle at the proper 
diſtance, 
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diſtance, they point the falcon to its object, 
and encourage it to purſue. The falcon, with 
the ſwiftneſs of an arrow, flies to the animal; 
that, knowing its danger, endeavours, but too 

late, to eſcape. The falcon ſoon coming up 
with its prey, fixes its talons, one into the ani- 
mal's cheek, the other into its throat, and deep- 
ly wounds it. On the other hand, the gazelle 


attempts to eſcape, but is generally wounded too 


deeply to run far. The falcon clings with the 
utmoſt perſeverance, nor ever leaves its prey 


till it falls; upon which the hunters from behind 


approaching, take up both, and reward the fal- 
con with the blood of the ſpoil. They alſo 
teach the young ones, by applying them to the 
dead animal's throat, and accuſtoming them be- 
times to fix upon that particular part; for if it 
ſhould happen that the falcon fixed upon any 
other part of the gazelle, either its back or its 
haunches, the animal would eaſily eſcape among 
the mountains, and the hunter world: alſo loſe 
his falcon. 

They ſometimes alſo hunt theſe. aa with 


the ounce. - This carnivorous and fierce crea- 


ture being made tame and domeſtic, generally 
ſits on horſeback behind the hunter, and re- 
mains there with the utmoſt compoſure, until 
the gazelle is ſhewn; it is then that it exerts 
all its arts and fierceneſs; it does not at once 
fly at its prey, but approaches flyly, turning and 
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winding about until it comes within the proper 


diſtance, when all at once it bounds upon the 
heedlefs animal, and initantly kills it, and ſucks 
its blood. If, on the other hand, it miſſes its 
aim, it reſts in its place, without attempting to 
purſue any farther, but ſeems 0 of its own 
inability. 

There is ſtill another way of taking the ga- 
zelle, which ſeems not fo certain, nor fo amuſing 
as either of the former. A tame gazelle 1 is bred 
up for this purpoſe, who is taught to join thoſe 
of its kind, wherever it perceives them. When 


the hunter, therefore, perceives a herd of theſe 


together, he fixes a nooſe round the horns of the 
tame gazelle, in ſuch a manner, that if the reſt 


but touch it, they are entangled; and thus pre- 


pared he ſends his gazeile among the reſt. The 
tame animal no fooner approaches, but the 
males of the herd inſtantly ſally forth to oppoſe 
him; and, in butting with their horns, are 
caught in the noofe. In this, both ſtruggling 
for ſome time, fall together to the ground; and, 
at laſt, the hunter coming up, diſengages the 
one, and kills the other. U porgthe whole, how- 
ever, theſe aniwals, whatever be the arts uſed to 
purſue them, are very difficult to be taken. As 
they are continuaily fubject to alarms from car- 
nivorous beaſts, or from man, they keep chiefly 


in the moſt ſolitary and inacceflible places, and 
| | find 
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CHAP. $8 
Of the Muſt Animal. 


1 more we hall find bow little the is 
Enownt? and we ſhall more than once have occa- 
ſion to find, that protracted enquiry-s more apt 
to teach us modeſty, than to produce informa- 
tion. Although the number and nature of qua- 
drupedes at firſt glance ſeems very little known ; 

els when we come to examine cloſer, we find 
ſome with which we are very partially acquaint- 
ed, and others that are utteflyunknogn. There 
is ſcarce a cabinet of the curious but what has 
the ſpoils of animals, or the horns or the hoofs 
of quadrupedes, which" do not come within 
former deſeriptions. There is ſearce à perſon 
whoſe trade is to «dreſs or improve furs, but 
knows ſeveral creatures by their ſkins, which no 
naturaliſt has hitherto had notice of. But of all 
quadrupedes, there is none ſo juſtly the reproach 


of natural hiſtorians, as that which bears the 
muſk. This perfume; ſo well known to the 
elegant, and fo very uſeful inthe hands of the 
_ Phyſician, a medicine that has for more than a 


"—_ been imported from the: Eaſt i in great 


ES quantities, 


HE more we "ſearch into Varl the 
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quantities, and during all that time has. been im- 
' proving in its reputation, is, nevertheleſs, ſo 
very little underſtood, that it remains a doubt 
whether the animal that produces it be an hog, 
an ox, a goat, or a deer. When an animal 
with which we are ſo nearly connected, is ſo 
utterly unknown, how little muſt we know of 
many that are more remote and unſerviceable ! 
Yet naturaliſts proceed in the ſame train, en- 
larging their catalogues and their names, with- 
out endeavouring to find out the nature, and 
fix the preciſe hiſtory of thoſe with which we 
are very partially acquainted, It is the ſpirit of 
the ſcholars of the preſent age, to be fonder of 
_encreaſing the bulk of our knowledge than its 
419 utility; of extending their . conqueſts than of 
18 improving their empire. 
43 The muſk which comes to Te? is brought 
over in ſmall bags, about the ſize of a pigeon's 
egg, which, when cut open, appear to contain 
TH aà kind of duſky reddiſh ſubſtance, like co- 
3 ggulated blood, and which, in large quantities, 
1 has a very ſtrong ſmell; but when mixed and 
diffuſed, becomes a very agreeable perfume. 
Indeed, no ſubſtance now known in the world 
has a ſtronger or a more permanent ſmell. A 
grain of muſk perfumes a whole room; and its 
- odour continues for ſome days, without dimi- 
nution. But in a larger quantity it continues 
for years together; and ſeems ſcarce waſted in 
; its 
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its weight, although it has filled the atmoſphere 
to a great diſtance with its parts. It is par- 
ticularly uſed in medicine, in nervous and hy- 
ſteric diſorders; and is found, in ſuch caſes, to 

be the moſt powerful remedy now in uſe: how- 
ever, the animal that furniſhes this admirable 
medicine has been very variouſly deſcribed, and 
is known but very imperfectly. 8 5 

The deſcription given of this animal by Grew, 
is as follows. The muſk animal is properly 
neither of the goat nor deer kind, for it has no 
| horns, and it is uncertain: whether it ruminates 
or not; however, it wants the-fore teeth in the 
upper jaw, in the fame manner as in ruminating 
animals; but, at the ſame time, it has tuſks like 
thoſe of a hog. It is three feet fix inches in 
length, from the head to the tail; and the head 
is above half a foot long. The fore part of the 
head is like that of a greyhound; and the ears 
are three inches long, and erect, like thoſe of a 
rabbit; but the tail is not above two inches. It 
is cloven-footed, like beaſts of the goat kind; 
the hair on the head and legs is half an inch 
long, on the belly an inch and an half, and on 
the back and buttocks three inches, and propor- 
tionably thicker than in any other animal. It is 
brown and white alternately, from the root to 
the point; on the head and thighs it is brown, 
but under the belly and tail white, and a little 


curled, eſpecially on the back and belly. On 
ES: each 
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each ſide of the lower Jaw, under the corners of 
the mouth, there is a tuft of thick hair, which is 
ſhort and hard, and about three quarters of an 
inch long. The hair, in general, of this animal, 
is remarkable for its ſoftneſs and fine texture; 
but what diſtinguiſhes it particularly are the 
tuſks, which are an inch and an half long, and 
turn back in the form of an hook; and more 
particularly the bag. which contains; the muſk, 
which is three inches long, two broad, and 
ſtands out from the belly an inch and an half. 
It is a very fearful animal, and, therefore, it 
has long ears; and the ſenſe of hearing is ſo 
quick, that it can en an en at a n 
diſtancgce. | 
After fo long er ciorbiincial a deftvintian 
of this animal, its nature is but very little 
known; nor has any anatomiſt as yet examined 
its internal ſtructure; or been able to inform us 
whether it be a ruminant animal, or one of the 
bog kind; how the muſk is formed, or whether 
thoſe bags in which it comes to us be really be- 
longing to the animal, or are only the ſophiſti- 
cations of the venders. Indeed, when we con- 
ſider the immenſe quantities of this fubſtance 
which are conſumed in Europe alone, not to 
mention the Eaſt, where it is in ſtill greater re- 
pute than here, we can hardly ſuppoſe that any 
one animal can furniſh the ſupply; and parti- 
cularly when it muſt be killed before the bag 
12 1 1 5 
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can be obtained. We are told, it is true, that 
the muſk is often depoſited: by the animal upon 
trees and ſtones, againſt which it rubs itſelf 
when the quantity becomes unealy.; but it is 
not in that form which we receive it, but al- 
ways in what ſeems to be its own natural blad- 
der. Of theſe, Taverner brought home near 
two thouſand in one year; and as the animal is 
wild, ſo many muſt, during that ſpace, have 
been hunted and taken. But as the creature 
is repreſented very ſhy, and as it is found but 
in ſome particular provinces of the Eaſt, the 
wonder is how its bag ſhould be fo cheap, and 
furniſhed in ſuch great plenty. The bag in 
common does not coſt (if I do not forget) abbve 
a crown by retail, and yet this is ſuppoſed the 
only one belonging to the animal; and for the 
obtaining of which, it muſt have been. hunted 
and killed. The only way of ſolving this diffi- 
culty, is to ſuppoſe that theſe bags are, in a great 
meaſure, counterfeit, taken from ſome other ani- 
mal, or from ſome part of the ſame, filled with 
its blood, and a very little of the perfume, but 
enough to impregnate the reſt with a ſtrong and 
permanent odour. It comes to us from different 
parts of the Eaſt; from China, Tonquin, Ben- 
gal, and often from Muſcovy: that of I hibet is 
_ reckoned: the beſt, and ſells for fourteen, ſhil- 
lings an ounce; that of Muſcovy the worſt, - 
and ſells but for three; the- odour. of this, 
Th though 
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though very ſtrong at firſt, bong quickly found 


to evaporate. 
Muſk 'was ſome years ago in the higheſt re- 


queſt as a perfume, and but little regarded as a 
medicine; but at preſent its reputation is to- 


tally changed; and having been-found of great 
benefit in phyſic, it is but little regarded for the 


purpoſes of elegance. It is thus that things which 


become neceſfary, ceaſe to continue pleaſing ; 
and the conſciouſneſs of their uſe, deſtroys their 


power of adminiftering delight, 
CHAN, V. 
Animals of the Deer Kind. 


F we compare the ſtag and the bull as to 
ſhape and form, no two animals can be more 


_ unlike; and yet, if we examine their internal 


ſtructure, we ſhall find a ſtriking ſimflitude be- 
tween them. Indeed, their differences, except 


to a nice obſerver, will ſcarcely be perceivable. 


All of the deer kind want the gall-bladder; _ 
their kidneys are formed differently; their ſpleen 

is alſo proportionably larger; their tail is ſhorter ; 
and their horns, which are ſolid, are renewed 


every year, Such are the ſlight internal diſcri- 


minations between two animals, one of which is 


among the ſwifteſt, and the 8 80 the beavieſt of 


the brute creation. ö 
The 
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The frag i is one of thoſe innocent and peace- 
able animals that ſeems made to embelliſh the 
foreſt, and animate the ſolitudes of nature. The 


eaſy elegance of his form, the lightneſs of his 


| motions, thoſe large branches that ſeem made 
rather for the ornament of his head than its de- 
fence, the ſize, the ſtrength, and the ſwiftneſs of 
this beautiful creature, all ſufficiently rank him 
among the firſt of quadrupedes, among the moſt | 
noted objects of human curioſity. | ' 
The Stag, or Hart, whoſe female is called a 
hind, and the young a calf, differs in ſize and in 
| horns from a fallow-deer. He is much larger, 
and his horns are round ; whereas in the fallow 
kind they are broad and palmated. By theſe 
the animal's age is known. The firſt year, the 
ſtag has no horns, but an horny excreſcence, 
which is ſhort, rough, and covered with a thin 
hairy ſkin. The next year the horns are ſingle 
and ſtraight; the third year they have two ant- 
lers, three the fourth, four the fifth, and five the 
ſixth; this number is not always certain, for 
ſometimes there are more, and often leſs. When 
arrived at the fixth year, the antlers do not al- 
ways encreaſe ; and, although the number may 
amount to fix or ſeven on each ſide, yet the 
animal's age is. then eſtimated rather Fi the 
ſize. of the antlers, and the thickneſs of the 
branch which ſuſtains * than from their 
variety. 
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Theſe horns, large as they ſeem, are, not- 
withſtanding, ſhed every year, and new ones 
come in their place. The old horns are of a 
firm ſolid texture, and uſually employed in mak- 
ing handles for knives and other domeſtic uten- 
ſils. But, while young, nothing can be more 
| ſoft or tender; and the animal, as if conſcious 
of his own imbecility, at thoſe times, inſtantiy 
upon ſhedding his former horns, retires. from 
the reſt of his fellows, and hides himſelf in ſoli- 
tudes and thickets, never venturing out to paſ- 
ture, except by night. During this time, which 
moſt uſually happens in the ſpring, the new 
horns are very painful, and have a quick ſenſi- 
bility of any external impreſſion. The flies alſo 
are extremely troubleſome to him. When che 
old horn is fallen off, the new does not begin 
immediately to appear; but thè bones of the 
ſkull are ſeen covered only with a tranſparent 
perieſteum, or ſkin, which, as anatomiſts teach 
us, covers the bones ef all animals. After a 
ſhort time, however, this ſkin begins to ſwell, 
and to form a ſoft tumour, which contains a 
great deal of blood, and which begins to be 
covered with a downy fubſtance that has the 
feel of velvet, and appears nearly of the fame 
colour with the reſt of the animal's hair. This 
tumour every day buds forward from the point 
like the graft of a tree; and, riſing by degrees 


from the head, ſhoots out the antlers on eicher 
fide, 
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ſide, ſo that in a few days, in proportion as the 
animal is in condition, the whole head is com- 
pleted. However, as was faid above, in the 
beginning, its conſiſtence is very ſoft, and has a 4 
ſort of bark, which is no more than à eontinua- 
tion of the integument of the ſkull. It is vel> 
veted and downy, and every where furniſned 
with blood-veſlels, that ſupply the growing horns 
with nouriſhment. As they creep along the 
ſides of the branches, the print is marked over 
the whole ſurface; and the larger the blood- 
veſſels, the deeper theſe marks are found to be: 
from -hence ariſes the inequality of the ſurface 
of the deer's horns; which, as we ſee, are fur- 
rowed all along the ſides, the impreflions dimi- 
niſhing towards the point, where the fubſtance 
is as ſmooth and as ſolid as ivory. But it ought _ 
to be obſerved, that this ſubſtance, of which the 
horns is compoſed, begins to harden at the bot- 
tom while the upper part remains ſoft, and Rill 
continues growing ; from whence it appears” 
that the horns grow differently -in deer from 
thoſe of ſheep or cows; in which they are al- 
Ways ſeen to encreaſe from the bottom. Sd How- 
ever, when the whole head has received its full 
growth, the extremities then begin to acquire 
their ſolidity ; the velvet covering, or bark, with 
its blood-veſſels, dry up, and then begin to 
tall; and this the animal haſtens, by rubbing its 
antlers againſt every tree it meets. In this 

„ manner, 


% 
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manner, the whole external ſurface being ftrip- 
_ . ped off by degrees, at length the whole head 


acquires its complete hardneſs, ene and 
beautꝛʒ. 

It would be 4 vain taſk to enquire into the 
cauſe of the animal production of thefe horns ; 


it is ſufficient to obſerve, that if a ſtag be caſ- 


trated when its horns are fallen off, they will 
never grow again; and, on the contrary, if 
the ſame operation is performed when they are 
on, they will never fall off. If only one of his 
teſticles is taken out, he will want the horn 


on that fide ; if one of the teſticles only be tied 


up, he will want the horn of the oppoſite fide. 
The encreaſe of their proviſion alſo tends to fa- 
cilitate the growth and the expanſion of the 
horns ; and Mr. Buffon thinks it poſſible to re- 
tard their growth entirely, by greatly retrench- 
ing their food *. As a proof of this, nothing 
can be more obvious than the difference be- 
tween a ſtag bred in fertile paſtures and un- 
diſturbed by the hunter, and one often purſued 
and ill nouriſhed. The former has his head ex- 
panded, his antlers numerous, and the branches 
thick ; the latter has but few antlers, the traces 
of the blood-veſſels upon them are but flight, 
and the expanſion but little. The beauty 


and ſize of their horns, therefore, mark their 


* Buffon, vol. xi. p. 113. 


ſtrength 
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firength and their vigour; ſuch of. them as 


are ſickly, or have been wounded, never thoot- 
ing out that magnificent profuſion ſo much 
admired in this animal. Thus the horns may, 
in every reſpect, be reſembled to a vegetable 
ſubſtance, grafted upon the head of an animal. 


Like a vegetable they grow from the extremi- 
ties; like a vegetable they are for a while co- 


vered with a bark that nouriſhes them; like a 
vegetable they have their annual production 
and decay; and a ſtrong imagination might 
ſuppoſe that the leafy productions on which the 
animal feeds, go once more to vegetate in his 
horns *. 

The ſtag is uſually a . old * 
the. horns begin to appear, and then a ſingle 
branch. is all that is: ſeen for the year enſuing; 
About the beginning of ſpring, all of this kind 
are ſeen to ſhed their horns, which fall off of 


themſelves; though ſometimes the animal aſ- 
lifts the efforts of nature, by rubbing them 


againſt a tree, It ſeldom happens that the 
branches on both ſides fall off at the ſame time, 
there often being two or three days between 
the dropping of the one and the other, The 
old ſtags uſually ſhed their horns firſt ; which 
generally happens towards the latter end of Fe- 


* Mr. Buffon has ſuppoſed ſomething like this. Vid. 
paſſim, 
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bruary, or the beginning of March: Thoſe of 
the ſecond head,” (namely, ſuch as are between 
five and fix years old) ſhed their horns about 
the middle or latter end of March; thoſe {till 
younger, in the month of April; and the 
youngeſt of all, not till the middle, or the 
latter end of May; they generally ſhed them 
in pools of water, 'whither they retire from 
the heat; and this has given riſe to the opi- 
nion of their always hiding their horns. Theſe 
rules, though true in general, are yet ſubject 
to many variations; and univerſally it is known 
that a ſevere winter retards * d w 2 
horns. 
The horns of che ſtag W eren in 
thickneſs and in height from the ſecond year of 
its age to the eighth. In tliis ſtate of perfection 
they continue during the vigour of life; but as 
the animal grows old, the horns feel the impreſ- 
ſions of age, and Sint like the reſt of the 
body. No branch bears more than twenty or 
twenty-two antlers even in the higheſt ſtate of 
vigour; and the number is ſubject to great va- 
riety ; for it happens that the ſtag at one year 
has either leſs or more than the year preceding, 
in proportion to the goodneſs of his paſture, or 
the continuance of his ſecurity, as theſe animals 
ſeldom thrive when often rouzed by the hun- 
ters. The horns are alſo found to partake of 


the nature of the foil; in the more fertile paſ- 
tures 


= — 
—— — _—_ - = = = = 
= * - a 1 — — 8 * n lp 
_— + - 5 — — — 8 — "IC _ O —— — 2 G 4 
N — * — b * IT my \ 
S wo 2. — 1 o A 26; a o b . - — — EE 7 = r : -_ 
One.” — " i R - Ws = % \ — 3 2 =_ \ cf l = 
= > "If of v 4 * A nts — HO Fr”) — = a 2 = n 5 
L r 5 9 c ö 
— K — — w— wh ws "TI _ . = - q 
— 2 4 : — 
— — a 5 —— —— — 


— em es 
ö — 
> — —T— — 
n r : _ 
- _ — 5 
On &S 1 1 
- * — 1 5 * 
— — — — , 


DR Ku N | 93 


tures / they. are large: an and tender; a the con- 
trary, in the barren foil ey are hard, e 
and brittle. 

As ſoon a as he 28 haue ted they horns, 


they ſeparate from each other, and ſeek the 


plainer parts of the country, remote from every 
other animal, which they are utterly unable to 
oppoſe. They then walk with their heads 
ſtooping down, to keep their horns from ſtrik- 
ing againſt the branches of the trees above. 


In this ſtate of imbecility they continue near 


three months before their heads have acquired 


their full growth and ſolidity; and then, by 


rubbing them againſt the branches of every 
thicket, they at length clear them of the {kin 


which had contributed to their growth and - 


nouriſhment. It is ſaid by fome that the horn 


takes the colour of the ſap of the tree againſt 


which it is rubbed; ant that ſome thus become 
red, when-rubbed againſt the heath; and others 
brown, by rubbing againſt the oak: this, how- 
ever, is a miſtake, ſince ſtags kept in parks 
where there are no trees have a variety in the 


colour of their horns, which can be. FAIRER to 


nothing but nature. 

A ſhort time after they have farniſhed their 
horns, they begin to feel the impreſſions of the 
rut, or the defire of copulation. The old ones 
are the moſt forward; and about the end of 
"rt or the . of * they 
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quit their thickets, and return to the mountain 
in order to ſeek the hind, to whom they call 
with a loud tremulous note. At this time their 
neck is ſwollen; they appear bold and furious; 
fly from country to country; ſtrike with their 
horns againſt the trees and other obſtacles, and 
continue reſtleſs and fierce until they have found 
the female; who at firſt flies from them, but 
is at laſt compelled and overtaken. When two 
ſtags contend for the ſame female, how timo- 
rous ſoever they may appear at other times, 
they then ſeem agitated with an uncommon 
degree of ardour. They paw up the earth, 
menace each other with their horns, bellow 
with all their force, and ſtriking in a deſpe- 
rate manner againſt each other, ſeem deter- 
mined upon death or victory. This combat 
continues till one of them is defeated or flies; 
and it often happens that the victor is obliged 
to fight ſeveral of thoſe battles before it re- 
mains undiſputed maſter of the field. The 
old ones are generally the conquerors upon 
theſe occaſions, as they have more ſtrength 
and greater courage; and. theſe alſo are pre- 
ferred by the hind to the young ones, as the 
latter are more feeble, and lefs ardent. How- 
ever, they are all equally inconſtant, keep- 
ing to the female but a few days, and then 


1 out for another, not to be enjoyed, 
| perhaps, 
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perhaps, without A repetition of their n 


danger. 


In this manner, the fo continues to range 


from one to the other for about three weeks, 
the time the rut continues; during which he 


ſcarce eats; ſleeps, or reſts, but continues to 
purſue, to combat, and to enjoy. At the end 
of this period of madneſs,” for ſuch in this ani- 

mal it ſeems to be, the creature that was be- 
fore fat, fleek, and gloſſy, becomes lean, feeble, 


and timid, He then retires from the herd to 


ſeek plenty and repoſe ; he frequents the fide - 


of the foreſt, and chuſes the moſt nouriſhing 
paſtures, remaining there till his ſtrength is 


renewed. Thus is his whole life paſſed in the 


alternations of plenty and want, of corpulence 
and inanition, of health and ſickneſs, without 


having his conſtitution much affected by the 
violence of the change. As he is above five 


years coming to perfection, he lives about forty 
years; and it is a general rule, that every ani- 


mal lives about ſeven or eight times the num- 


ber of years which it continues to grow. What, 
therefore, is reported concerning the life of 
this animal, has ariſen from the credulity of 
ignorance : ſome fay, that a ſtag having been 
taken in France, with a collar, on which were 
written theſe words, « Czfar hoc me donavit; 


this was interpreted of Julius Cæſar; but it is 


not conſidered that Cæſar is a general name 


for 
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beautiful eye as the ſtag: it is ſparkling, ſoft, 


* 


for kings; and that one of the emperors of 


Germany, who are always ſtyled Cæſars, might 


have ordered the inſcription. 
This animal may differ in the term of his 
life according to the goodneſs of his paſture, 
or the undiſturbed repoſe he happens to enjoy. 
Theſe are advantages that influence not only 
his age, but his ſize and his vigour. The ftags 
of the plains, the vallies, and the little hills, 


which abound in corn and paſture, are much 


more corpulent and much taller than ſuch as 
are bred on the rocky waſte, or the heathy 
mountain. The latter are low, ſmall, and 
meagrez incapable of going fo ſwift as the 


former, although they are found to hold out 


much longer. They are alfo more artful in 
evading the hunters ; their horns are generally 
black and ſhort, -while. thoſe of the lowland 
ftags are reddiſh and flouriſhing ; fo that the 
animal feems to encreaſe in beauty and ſtature 
in proportion to the goodneſs of the paſture, 


which he enjoys in ſecurity. 


The uſual colour of the ſtag in England was 
red; nevertheleſs, the greater number in other 
countries are brown. There are ſome few that 
are white ; but theſe ſeem to have obtained 
this colour in a former ſtate of domeſtic tame- 
neſs. Of all the animals that are natives of 
this climate, there are none that have ſuch a 


and 


9 


and ſenſible. « His ſenſes. of ſmelling and hear- 


ing are in no leſs perfection. When he is in 
the leaſt alarmed, he lifts the head and erects | 


the ears, ſtanding for a few minutes as if in a 
liſtening poſture. Whenever he ventures upon 
ſome 0 ground, or quits his native co- 


vering, he firſt ſtops at the ſkirt of the plain 


to examine all around; he next turns againſt; 


the wind ta examine by the ſmell if there be 
any enemy approaching. If a perſon . ſhould 
happen toi whiſtle or call out, at à diſtance, the 
ſtag is ſeen to ftop ſhort in his flow meaſur- 
ed pace, and gazes upon the ſtranger with a 
kind of aukward admiration: if the cunning 
animal perceives neither dogs nor fire- arms pre- 
paring againſt him, he goes forward, quite un- 
concerned, and ſlowly proceeds without offer- 
ing to fly. Man is not the enemy he is molt: 
atraid of; on the contrary, he ſeems to be de- 
lighted with the ſound of the ſhepherd's pipe; 
and. the hunters ſometimes make uſe of that in- 
ihrument to allure 2 Poor W to his de- 
ſtructi n. „ nt Tees FEE 

The ſtag eats noi = is very 0 in 


che c his paſture. When he has eaten 


a ſufficiency, he then retires to the covert of 
ſome thicket to chew the cud in ſecurity. His 
rumination, however, ſeems performed with 
much greater difficulty than with the cow or 


ſncep; for the graſs is not returned from the 


Vor, III. | F firſt 
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firſt ſtomach without much ſtraining, and a kind 
of hiecup, which is eaſily perceived during the 
whole- time it continues. This may proceed 
from the greater length of his neck, and the nar- 
rowneſs of the paſſage, all thoſe of the cow and 
the ſheep kind having it much wider. | 
This animal's voice is much ſtronger, louder, 

and more tremulous, in proportion as he ad- 
vances in age; in the time of rut it is even ter- 
rible. At that ſeaſon he ſeems ſo tranſported 
with paſſion that nothing obſtructs his fury; 
and, when at bay, he keeps the dogs off with 
great intrepidity. Some years ago, William 
Duke of Cumberland cauſed a tiger and a ſtag 
to be incloſed in the ſame area; and the ſtag 
made ſo bold a defence, that the tiger was at 
laſt obliged to fly. The ſtag ſeldom drinks in 
the winter, and ſtill leſs in the ſpring, while the 
plants are tender and covered over with dew. 
It is in the heat of ſummer, and during the time 
of rut, that he is ſeen conſtantly: frequenting 
the ſide of rivers and lakes, as well to ſlake his 
thirſt as to cool his ardour. He ſwims with 
great eaſe and ſtrength, and beſt at thoſe times 
when he is fatteſt, his fat keeping him buoyant, 
like oil upon the ſurface of the water. During 
the time of rut he even ventures out to ſea, 
and ſwims from one iſland to another, although 

there may be ſome leagues — between 
them. 

The 
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The cry of the hind, or female, is not ſo 
loud as that of the male, and is never excited 
but by apprehenſion for herſelf or her young. 
It need ſcarce be mentioned that .ſhe has no 
' horns, or that ſhe is more feeble or unfit for © 
hunting than the male. When once they have 
conceived; they ſeparate from the males, and 
then they both herd apart. The time of geſta- 
tion continues between eight and nine months, 
and they generally produce but one at a time. 
Their ufual ſeaſon for bringing forth is about 
the month of May, or the beginning of June, 
during which they take great care to hide their 
voung in the moſt obſcure thiekets. Nor is 
this precaution without reaſon, ſince almoſt every 
creature is then a formidable enemy. The eagle, 
the falcon, the oſprey, the wolf, the dog, and 
all the rapacious family of the cat kind, are in 
continual employment to find out her retreat. 
But, what is more unnatural ſtill, the ſtag him 
ſelf is a profeſſed enemy, and ſhe is obliged to 
uſe all her arts to conceal her young from him 
as from the moſt dangerous of her purſuers. 
At this ſeaſon, therefore, the courage of the male 
ſeems transferred to the female: ſhe defends her 
voung againſt her leſs formidable opponents 
by force; and when purſued by the hunter, ſhñle 
ever offers herſelf to miſlead him from the prin 
cipal object of her concern. She flies before _ 
the hounds for half the day, and then returns 

BE: to 
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to her young, whoſe life ſhe has thus preſerved 
at the hazard of her own. The calf, for ſo the 
young. of this animal is called, never quits the 
dam during the whole ſummer; and in winter, 

the hind, and all the males under a, year old, 
keep together, and aſſemble in herds, which 
are more numerous in proportion as the ſeaſon is 
more ſevere. In the ſpring they ſeparate; the - 
hinds to bring forth, while none but the year 
olds remain together; theſe animals are, however, 
in general fond of herding and grazing in com- 
pany ; it is danger or th Wore that ern. ; 
rates them. 

The dangers they have to fear from other ani- 
mals, are nothing when compared to thoſe from 
man. The men of every age and nation have 
made the chace of the ſtag one of their moſt 
favourite purſuits; and thoſe who firſt hunted 
from neceſſity, have continued it for amuſement. 
In our own country, in particular, hunting was 
ever eſteemed as one of the principal diverſions 
of the great *. At firſt, indeed, the beaſts of chace 
had the whole ifland for their range, and knew 
no other limits than thoſe of the ocean. 

The Roman juriſprudence, which was formed 
on the manners of the firſt ages, eftabliſhed it 
as a law, that, as the natural right of things 
= have no maſter belongs to the. firſt pol. 


British . 
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ſeſſor, wild beaſts; birds, and fiſhes, arethe-pro- 
perty of whoſoever could firſt take them. © But 


the northern barbarians, who over-rah the Ro- f 
man empire, bringing with them the ſtrongeſt H 
reliſh for this amuſement; and, being now pof-. ; 1 
ſeſſed of more eafy means of ſubſiſtence from the * 
lands they had conquered, their chiefs and lead- a 
ers began to appropriate the right of hunting, 1 
and, inſtead of a natural right, to make it a | g 
royal one. When the Saxon kings, therefore, 


had eſtabliſhed themſelves into an heptarchy, 
the chaces were reſerved by each ſovereign for 
his . own particular. amuſement. Hunting and 
var, in thoſe uncivilized ages, were the only em- 
ployment of the great. Their active, but un- 
cultivated, minds were ſuſceptible of no pleaſures 
but thoſe of a violent kind, ſuch as gave exer- 
ciſe to their bodies, and prevented the uneaſi- 
neſs of thinking. But as the Saxon kings only 
appropriated thoſe lands to the bu hints” of the 
chace which were unoccupied befofe, ſo no in- 
dividuals received any injury. But it was other- 
wiſe when the Norman kings were ſettled up- 
on the throne. The paſſion for hunting was 
then carried to an exceſs, and every civil right 
was involved in general ruin. This ardour for 
hunting was ſtronger than the conſideration of 
religion, even in a ſuperſtitious age, The vil- 
lage communities, nay, even the moſt facred jt 
3 3 ö edifices, » a | 
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- edifices, were thrown down, and all turned 
into one vaſt waſte, to make room for animals, 
. the object. -of a lawleſs tyrant's pleaſure. San- 
guinary laws were enacted to preſerve the 
game; and, in the reigns of William Rufus 
and Henry the Firſt, it was leſs criminal to de- 
ſtroy one of the human ſpecies than a þeaſt of 
chace. Thus it continited while the Norman 
line filled the throne; but when the Saxon line 
was reſtored, under Henry the Second, the ri- 
gour of the foreſt laws was ſoftened. 'The 
barons alſo for a long time imitated the en- 
croachments, as well as the amuſements, of the 
monarch; but when property became more 
- equally divided, by the introduction of arts and 
induſtry, theſe extenſive hunting grounds be- 
came more limited; and as tillage and huſbandry 
encreaſed, the beaſts of chace were obliged to 
give way to others more uſeful to community. 
Thoſe vaſt tracts of la nd, before dedicated to 
| hunting, were then contracted ; and, in propor- 
tion as the uſeful .arts gained ground, they pro- 
tected. and encouraged the labours of the induſ- 
trious, and repreſſed the licentiouſneſs of the 
ſportſman. It- is, therefore, among the ſubjects 
of a deſpotic government only that theſe laws 
remain in full force, where large waſtes lie un- 
cultivated for the purpoſes of hunting, where the 
huſbandman can find no protection from the 
invaſions of his lord, or the continual depreda- 
tions 
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tions of - thoſe animals which he makes the ob- 
jects of his pleaſure, | 

In the preſent cultivated ſtate of this country, | 
therefore, the ſtag is-unknown in its wild na- 
tural ſtate; and ſuch of them as remain amöng 
us are kept, under the name of red deer, in 
parks among the fallow- deer; but they are be- 
come leſs common than formerly. Its exceſſive 
viciouſneſs during the rutting ſeaſon, and the 
badneſs of its fleſh, inducing moſt people to 
part with the ſpecies. The few that fill re- 
main wild are to be found on the moors that 
border on Cornwall and Deyonthire; and in 
Ireland, on moſt * the Wet nas ant 
country. 

In England, the hunting e ickeg hind . 
buck are performed in the ſame manner; the 
animal is driven from ſome gentleman's park, 
and then hunted through the open country. But 
thoſe who purſue the wild animal have a much 
higher object, as well as a greater variety in the 
chace. To let looſe a creature that was al- 
ready in our poſſeſſion, in order to catch it again, 
is, in my opinion, but a poor purſuit, as the re- 
ward when obtained is only what we before 
had given away. But to purſue an animal that 
owns no proprietor, and which he that firſt 
ſeizes may be ſaid to poſſeſs, has ſomething in it 
that ſeems at leaſt more rational; this rewards 
the hunter for his toil, and ſeems to repay his in- 

14 dauſtry. 
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duſtry. Beſides, the ſuperior ſtrength and ſwift- 


neſs of the wild animal prolongs the amuſement; 

it is poſſeſſed of more various arts to eſcape the 
. hunter, and leads him to precipices where the 
danger ennobles the chace. In purſuing the ani- 
mal let looſe from a park, as it is unuſed to dan- 
ger, it is but little verſed in the ſtratagems of 
eſcape; the hunter follows as ſure of overcom- 
ing, and feels none of thoſe alternations of hope 
and fear which ariſe from the uncertainty of 


ſucceſs. But it is otherwiſe with the moun- 


tain ſtag: having ſpent his whole life in a ſtate 
of continual apprehenſion; having frequently 
been followed, and as frequently eſcaped, he 
knows every trick to miſlead, to confound, or 
intimidate his purſuers; to ſtimulate their ardour, 
and enhance their ſucceſs. dear” 
'Thoſe who hunt this animal have their pecu- 
liar terms for the different objects of their pur- 
ſuit. The profeſſors in every art take a pleaſure 
in thus employing a language known only to 
themſelves, and thus accumulate words which 
to the ignorant have the appearance of know- 
ledge. In this manner, the ſtag is called the 
firſt year, a caff, or hind calf; the fecond year, 
- a Enobber; the third, a Broch; the fourth, a 


Haggard; the fifth, a fag; the ſixth, an Hart. 


The female is called an hind; the firſt year ſhe 
is a calf; the ſecond, an hearſe; the third, an 
Hind. This animal is faid to harbour in the place 
where 
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wave he reſides. When he cries he is faid to 


bell; the print of his hoof is called the fot, his 
tail is called the Angle; his excrement the few- 


met; his horns are called his head : when ſimple, 
the firſt year, they are called broehes;" the third 


year, ſpears; the fourth year, that part which 


bears the antlers is called the beam, and the little 
_ impreſſions upon its ſurface glitters; thoſe which 


riſe from the cruſt of the beam are called pt. 


The antlers alſo have diſtinct names: the firſt 


that branches off is called the antler; the ſecond 


the fur antler; all the reſt Which grow -after- 
wards, till you come to the top, which'is called 
the crown, are called royal antlers. The little 
buds about. the tops are called 'croches. The 
impreſſion on the place where the ſtag has lain, 


is called the layer. If it be in covert or a 


thicket, it is called his harbour. Where à deer 
has paſled into a thicket, leaving marks whereby 
his bulk may be gueſſed, it is called an entry. 
When they caſt their heads; they are ſaid to 
mew. When they rub-their heads againft trees, 


to bring off the peel of their horns, they are 


faid to fray. When a ftag hard hunted takes to 
ſwimming in the water, he is aid to go fail; 
when he turns his head againſt the hounds, he is 
ſaid to bay; and when the hounds purſue upon 
the ſcent, until they have unharboured the Rags 
they are ſaid to draw on we . 
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Brauch are but a few of the many terms uſed by 
| 8 purſuing of the ſtag, moſt of which 
are now laid aſide, or in uſe only among game- 
Keepers. The chace, however, is continued in 

many parts of the country where the red deer is 

pPreſerved, and ſtill makes the amuſement of ſuch 
as have not found out more liberal entertain 
ments. In thoſe few places where the animal is 

- perfectly wild, the amuſement, as was ſaid above, 

is ſuperior. The firſt great care of the hunter, 

when he leads out his hounds to the mountain 
ſide, where the deer are generally known to 
| harbour, is to make choice of a proper ſtag to 
purſue. His ambition is to unharbour the 

largeſt and the boldeſt of the whole herd; and 
for this purpoſe he examines the track, if there 
be any, which if he finds long and large, he 
concludes, that ĩt muſt have belonged to a ſtag, 
and not an hind, the print of whoſe foot is 
rounder, "Thoſe marks alſo which he leaves on 
trees, by the rubbing of his horns, ſhew his ſize, 
and point him out as the proper object of pur- 
ſuit. Now to ſeek out a ſtag in his haunt, it is 
to be obſerved, that he changes his manner of 
feeding every month. From the concluſion of 
krutting-time, which is November, he feeds in 
heaths a il broomy places. In December they 
herd together, and withdraw into the ſtrengtn 
of the foreſts, to ſhelter themſelves from the 

ſeverer weather, Feeding on holm, elder IM 


* 7 5 D E ER X 1 b. * 107 
and e - The three following months 
they leave herding, but keep four or five in a 
company, and venture out to the corners of the 
foreſt, Where they feed on winter paſture, ſome- 
times making their incurſions into the neigh- 
bouring corn- fields, to feed upon the tender 
ſhoots, juſt as they peep above ground. In 
April and May they reſt in thickets and ſhady 
places, and ſeldom venture forth, unleſs rouzed 
by approaching danger. In September and 
October their annual ddr returns; and then 
they leave the thickets, boldly facing every 
danger, without any certain Place for food or 
harbour. When, by a knowledge of theſe cir- 
cumſtances, the hunter has found out the reſi- 
dence, and the quality of his game, his next 

care is to uncouple and caſt off his hounds in 
the purſuit: theſe no ſooner perdeive the timo- 
rous animal that flies before them, but they al- 
together open in full cry, purſuing rather by the 
ſeent than the view, encouraging each other to 
continue the chace, and tracing the flying animal 

with the moſt amazing ſagacity. The hunters 
alſo are not leſs ardent in their ſpeed on horſe- 
back, cheering up the dogs, and directing them 
where to purſue. On' the other hand, the ſtag, 
when unharboured, flies at firſt with the ſwift- 
neſs of the wind, leaving his purſuers ſeveral 
miles in the rear; and at length having gained 
his former coverts, and no longer hearing the 
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cries of the dogs and men that he had juſt left 
behind, he ſtops, gazes round him, and ſeems to 
recover his natural tranquillity. But this calm 
is of ſhort duration, for his inveterate purſuers 
_ lowly and ſecurely trace him along, and he 
once more hears the approaching deſtruction 
from behind. He again, therefore, renews his 
efforts to eſcape, and again leaves his purſuers 
at almoſt the former diftance; but this ſecond 
effort makes him more feeble than before, and 
when they come up a ſecond: time, he is unable 
- . to outſtrip them with equal velocity. The poor 
animal now, therefore, is obliged to have recourſe 
to all his little arts of eſcape, which ſametimes, 
though but ſeldom, avail him. In proportion 
as his ſtrength fails him, the ardour of his pur- 
ſuers is enflamed; he tracks more heavily on 
the ground, and this encreaſing the ſtrength of 
the ſcent, redoubles the cries of the hounds, and 
. enforces their ſpeed. It is then that. the ſtag 
ſeeks for refuge among the herd, and tries every 
artifice to put off ſome other head for his own. 
Sometimes he will ſend forth ſome little deer in 
| bis ſtead, in the mean time lying cloſe himſelf, 
that the hounds may overſhoot him. He will 
break into one thicket aftzr another to find 
deer, rouſing them, gathering them together, 
and endeavouring to put them upon the tracks 
he has made. His old companions, however, 
with a true ſpirit of ingratitude, now all 
| an 
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ai me bim with the moſt watchful induſtry, 


leaving the unhappy creature to take his fate by 
himſelf. _ Thus abandentd of his fellows, he 
again tries other arts, by doubling and crofling 
in ſome hard beaten highway, where the ſcent is 
leaſt perceiyable. He now alſo runs againſt the 
wind, not only to cool himſelf, but the better to 
hear the voice, and judge of the diſtance of his 
implacable purſuers. It is now eaſily perceivable 
how ſorely he is preſſed, by his manner of run- 


ning, which from, the bounding eaſy pace with 0 


which he begun, is converted into a ſtiff and 
ſhort manner of goihg ; his mouth alſo is black 


and dry, without foam on it; his. tongue hangs 


out; and the tears, as ſome ſay, are ſeen ſtarting 
from his eyes. His laſt refuge, when every 
other. method of ſafety has failed him, is to take 
the water, and to attempt, an eſcape by crofling 
whatever lake or river he happens to approach. 
While ſwimming, he takes all poſſible care to 
keep in the middle of the ſtream, leſt, by touch- 
ing the bough of a tree, or the herbage on the 
banks, he may give ſcent to the hounds. He is 
alſo ever found to ſwim againſt the ſtream; 
whence the huntſmen have made it into a kind 


of proverb, That he that. would his chace find, 


muſt up with the river and dawn with the wind. 
On this occaſion too he will often cover him- 
ſelf under water, ſo as to ſhew nothing but the 
tip of his noſe. Every reſource, and every art 
being 
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*being at length exhauſted, the poor creature 
tries the laſt remains of his ſtrength, by boldly 
oppoſing thoſe enemies he cannot eſcape ; he 
therefore faces the dogs and men, threatens with 
his horns, guards himſelf on every ſide, and for 


ſome time ſtands at bay. In this manner, quite 


deſperate, he furiouſſy aims at the firſt dog or 
man that approaches; and it often happens that 
he does not die unrevenged. At that time, the 
more prudent, both of the dogs and men, ſeem 
willing to avoid him; but the whole pack 
quickly coming up, he is ſoon ſurrounded and 
brought down, and the huntſman winds a treble ; 
mort, as it is called, with his horn. | 
Such 1s the manner. of purſuing this animal 
in England; but every country has a peculiar 
method of its own, adapted either to the nature 
of the climate, o or the face of the ſoil. The 
ancient manner was very different from that 
practiſed at preſent; they uſed their dogs only 
to find out the game, but not to rouze it. 
Hence they were not curious as to the muſic of 
their hounds, or the compoſition of their pack; 
the dog that opened before he had diſcovered 
his game, was held in no eſtimation. It was 
their uſual manner ſilently to find out the ani- 
mal's retreat, and ſurround it with nets and en- 
gines, then to drive him up with all their cries, 
and thus force him into the toils r n | 


previouſly prepared, 


In 
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In ſucceeding times the faſhion ſeemed to 
alter; and particularly in Sicily, the manner of 
hunting was as follows“. The nobles and 
gentry being informed which way an herd of 
deer paſſed, gave notice to one another, and 
appointed a day of hunting. For this purpoſe, 
every one was to bring a croſs-bow, or a long 
bow, and a bundle of ſtaves, ſhod with iron, 
the heads bored, with a cord paſſing through 
them all. Thus provided, they came to where 
the herd continued grazing, and caſting them- 
ſelves about in a large ring, ſurrounded the deer 
on every ſide. Then each taking his ſtand, 
unbound his faggot, ſet up his ſtake, and tied 
the end of the cord to that of his next neigh- 
bour, at the diſtance of about ten feet one from 
the other. Between each of theſe ſtakes was 
hung a bunch of erimſon feathers, and fo diſ- 
poſed, that with the leaſt breath of wind they 
would whirl round, and preſerve a ſort of flut- 
tering motion. This done, the perſons who ſet 
up the ſtaves withdrew, and hid themſelves in 
the neighbouring coverts: then the chief huntſ- 
man, entering with his hounds within-the lines, 


rouzed the game with a full cry. The deer, 
frighted, and flying on all ſides, upon approach- 


ing the lines, were ſcared away by the fluttering 


ef the feathers, and nn about within this 


» Pier, Hieroghyph, lib. vii. cap. - 
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artificial paling, till awed by the ſhining and 
fluttering plumage that encircled their retreat : 
the huntſman, however, ſtill purſuing, and call- 
ing every perſon by name, as he paſſed by their 
: ſtand, commanded him to ſhoet the firſt, third, 
or ſixth, as he pleaſed ; and if any of them miſled, * 
or ſingled out another than that aſſigned him, 
it was conſidered as a moſt ſhameful miſchance. 
In this manner, however, the whole herd was at 
laſt deſtroyed; and the day concluded with mirth 
and feaſting. 

The ſtags of ü of a particular. kind, 
for they are no taller than a common houſe- 
dog; and hunting them is one of the principal 


diverſions, of the great. Their fleſh, while 


young, is exceedingly . good ; but when they 
arrive at maturity, it begins to grow hard and 
tough: however, the tongue, the muzzle, and 
the ears, are in particular eſteem among that 
luxurious people. Their manner of taking 
them is ſingular enough: they carry with them 
the heads of ſome of the females ſtuffed, and 
learn exactly to imitate their cry; upon this the 
male does not fail to appear, and looking on 
all ſides, perceives the head, which is all that 
the hunter, who is himſelf concealed, diſcovers. 
Upon their nearer approach, the whole company 

riſe, ſurround, and often take him alive. 
There are very few varieties in the red deer 
of this country; and they are moſtly found of 
the 


_ m—_—— 


: 
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the ſame ſize and colour. But it is otherwiſe 
in different parts of the world, where they are 
ſeen to differ in re Ge. in been 27 in 
Colbuis. : 1.5 4 i | | 
'The ſtag of Gen! is a very anal N 
being not above half the ſize of thoſe common 
among us. His body is ſhort and thick his 
legs-ſhort; and his hair of a dark broõẽw-mw. 
There is in the foreſts of ee a kind 
of ſtag, named by the ancients the Pragelaphus, 
and which the natives call the Bran Deer, or the 
Brown Deer. This is of a darker colour than 
the common ſtag, of a lighter ſhade upon the 
belly, long hair upon the neck and eg n by : 
© on it appears bearded, like the goat. 202 
There is alſo a very beautiful ſtag, which by 
| ſome is ſaid to be a native of Sardinia ;\ but 
others (among whom is Mr. Buffon) are of 
opinion that it comes from Africa or the Eaſt 
Indies. He calls it the Axis, after Pliny; and 
confiders it as making the ſhade between the 
ſtag and the ſallow-deer. The horns of the 3 
axis are round, like thoſe of the ſtag; but the 
form of its body entirely reſembles that of the 
- buck, and the fize alſo is exactly the ſame. 
The hair is of four colours; hamely, fallow, 
_ white, black, and grey. The white is predo- 
minant under the belly, on the inſide of the 
thighs, and the legs. Along the back there 
are two rows of {pots i in a TR line; but thoſe 
on 
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on other parts of the body are very irregular. 
A White line runs along each ſide of this ani- 
mal, while the head and neck are grey. The 
tail is black above, and white beneath; and the 
hair upon it is ſix inches long. | 
Although there are but few e &f 
the deer kind, yet the race ſeems diffuſed over 
all parts of the earth. The new continent of 
America, in which neither the ſheep, the goat, 
nor the gazelle, have been originally bred, ne- 
vertheleſs produces ſtags, and other animals of 
the deer kind, in ſufficient-plenty. The Mex 
cans have a breed of white ſtags in their parks, 
which they call Stags Royal *, The ſtags of 
Canada differ from ours in nothing except the 
ſize of the horns, which in them is greater; 
and the direction of the antlers, which rather 
turn back, than project forward, as in thoſe of 
Europe. The ſame difference of ſne that ob- 
tains among our ſtags, is alſo to be ſeen in that 
country; and, as we are informed by Ruyſch, 
the Americans have brought them into the 
ſame ſtate of domeſtic tameneſs that we have 
our ſheep, goats, or black cattle. They ſend 
them forth in the day- time to feed in the fo- 
reſts; and at night they return home with the 
herdſman who guards them. The inhabitants 
haue no other milk but what the hind N ; 


1 Buffon, vol. xii. p- 35. 


and 
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and uſe no other cheeſe but what is made from 
thence, In this manner we find, that an animal 
which ſeems made only for man's amuſement, 
may be eaſily brought to ſupply his neceſſities. 
Nature has many ſtores of happineſs and plenty 
in reſerve, which only want the call of induſtry 
to be produced, and now remain as candidates 
for human e 


: 


THE FALLOW- DEER. 


| NO two animals can be more nearly allied 


than the ſtag and the fallow-deer*, Alike in 
form, alike in diſpoſition, ' in the ſuperb furni- 
ture of their heads, in their ſwiftneſs and timi- 


dity; and yet no two animals keep more dii- 


tin&, or avoid each other with more fixed ani- 

moſity. They are never ſeen to herd in che 
ſame place, they never engender together, or 
form a mixed breed; and even in thoſe coun- 
tries where the ſtag is common, the buck ſeems 


to be entirely a ſtranger. In ſhort, they both 


form diſtinct families; which, though ſo ſeem- 
ingly near, are ſtill remote ardd-althoughiwjth 
the ſame habitudes, yet retain an unalterable 
averſion. 


The fallow-deer, as they are 3 ſmaller, 
ſo 12 ſeem of a nature leſs, hs and — 


a Buffon, ak xii. p. 36. . 
ſavage 
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 favage than thoſe of the ſtag kind. Theyia are 

found but rarely wild in the foreſts; they are, 
in general, bred up in parks, and kept for the 
purpoſes of hunting, or of luxury, their fleſh 


being preferred to that of any other animal. 


It need ſcarce be mentioned, that the horns of 
the buck make its principal diſtinction, being 
broad and palmated; whereas thoſe of the ſtag 
are in every part round. In the one, they are 
flatted and ſpread like the palm of the hand; 
in the other they grow like a tree, every branch 
being of the ſhape of the ſtem that bears it. 
The fallow- deer alſo has the tail longer, and the 
hair lighter than the ſtag; in other reſpects, 
they pretty nearly reſemble one another. 1 

. The head of the buck, as of all other ani- 
mals of this kind, is ſhed every year, and takes 
the uſual time for repairing. The only dif- 
ference between it and the ſtag is, that this 
change happens later in the buck; and its rut- 
ting-time, conſequently, falls more into the win- 
ter. It is not found ſo furious at this ſeaſon as 
_ the former; nor does it ſo much exhauſt itſelf 
by the violence of its ardour. It does not quit 
its natural paſtures in queſt of the. female, nor 
does it attack other animals with indiſcriminate 
; ferocity : however, the males combat for the 
female among each other; and it is not without 
many conteſts, that one buck is ſeen to become 


maſter of the whole herd. 
| | It 
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It often happens alſo, that an herd of fallow- - 
deer is ſeen to divide into two parties, and en- - 
gage each other with great ardour and obſti- 
nacy x. They both ſeem deſirous of gaining 
ſome: Schande ſpot of the park for paſture, and 
of driving the vanquiſhed party into the coarſer 
and more diſagreeable parts. Each of theſe 
factions has its particular chief; namely; the 
two oldeſt and ſtrongeſt of the herd. Theſe. 
lead on to the engagement; and the reſt follow r 
under their direction. Theſe combats are ſin- 


gular enough, from the diſpoſition and conduct 


which ſeems. to regulate. their mutual efforts. 
They attack with order, and ſupport. the af- 
fault with courage; they come to each other's ' 
aſſiſtance, they retire, they rally, and never give 
up the victory upon a ſingle defeat. The com- 
bat is renewed. for ſeveral days together; until 


at length the moſt feeble ſide is obliged to give 


way, and is content to eſcape to the moſt diſ- | 
agreeable part of the park, where only e can 


find ſafety and protection. 


The fallow-deer is eaſily tamed, So feeds 
upon many things which the ſtag refuſes. By 
this means it preſerves its veniſon better; and 
even after rutting it does not appear entirely 
exhauſted, It continues almoſt in the fame: 
{tate . the whole year, . there 


* Botton, "ot: xii. p. 36. 
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are particular ſeaſons when its fleſh is chiefly 
in eſteem. This animal alſo browzes cloſer 
than the ſtag; for which reaſon it is more pre- 
judicial among young trees, which it often 
ſtrips too cloſe for recovery. The young deer 
eat much faſter and more greedily than the 
old; they ſeek the female at their ſecond year, 
and; like the ſtag, are fond of variety. The 
doe goes with young above eight months, like 
the hind; and commonly brings forth one at a 
time: but they differ in this, that the buck 
comes to perfection at three; and lives till ſix- 
teen; whereas the ſtag does not come to per- 


fection till ſeven, and lives till forty. 
As this animal is a beaſt of chace, like the 


ſtag, ſo the hunters have invented a number of 


names relative to him. The buck is the firſt 
year called a fawn; the ſecond, a precket'; the 
third, a ſorel; the fourth, a ſore; the fifth, a 
buck of the firſt bead; and the ſixth, a great 
buck : The female is called a doe; the firſt year 
a fawn; and the ſecond a tegg. The manner 
of hunting the buck is pretty much the ſame: as 
that of ſtag hunting, except that leſs ſkill is re- 
quired in the latter. The buck is more caſily 
rouzed; it is ſufficient. to judge by the view, 
and mark what grove or covert it enters, as it 
is not known. to wander far from thence; nor, 
like the ſtag, to change his layer, or place of 


repoſe. When hard hunted, it takes to ſome 
ſtrong 


Fd 
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ſtrong hold or covert wich which it is acquaint- 
ed, in the more gloomy parts of the wood, or 

the ſteeps of the mountain; not like the ſtag, 

flying far before the, hounds; nor croſſing nor 
doubling, nor uſing any of the ſubtleties which 

the ſtag is accuſtomed to. It will take the 
water when ſorely preſſed, but ſeldom a great 
river; nor can it twim fo long, nor ſo ſwiftly, 

as. the former. In general, the ſtrength, the 

cunning, and the courage of this animal, are 

inferior to thoſe of the ſtag ; ; and, conſequently, . 

it affords neither ſo long, ſo various, nor ſo ob- 

ſtinate a chace: beſides, being lighter, and not 

tracking ſo deeply, it leaves a leſs powerful and 

laſting ſcent, and the dogs in the n are 

more frequently at a fault. W 4 

As the buck is a more delieate inet this 

the ſtag, ſo alſo is it ſubject to greater varie=- 

ties z. We have i in England two varieties of 
the fallow-deer, which are-ſaid to be of foreign 

origin. The beautiful ſpotted kind, which is 
ſuppoſed to have been brought from Bengal; 
and the very deep brown ſort, that are now ſo 
common in ſeveral parts of this kingdom. 


Theſe. were introduced by king James the Firſt, 


from Norway: for, having obſerved their hardi- 


neſs, and that they could endure the winter 
even in that ſevere climate, n N he 


* + Britiſh Zoology. 
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brought over ſome of them into Scotland, and 

diſpoſed of them among his chaces. Since that 

time they have multiplied in many parts of 
the Britiſh empire; and England is now be- 
come more famous for its veniſon, than any 

other country in the world. Whatever pains 

the French have taken to rival us in this 

particular, the fleſh of their fallow-deer, of 

which they keep but a few, has neither the 

fatneſs nor the favour of that fed pen E | 
liſh paſture. _ 

However, there is ſcarce a euntry in Horde, 
except far to the northward, in which this ani- 
mal is a ſtranger. The Spaniſh fallow-deer 
are as large as ſtags, but of a darker colour, 

and a more ſlender neck: their tails are longer 
than thoſe of ours, they are black above, and 
White below. The Virginian deer are larger 
and ſtronger than ours, with great necks, and 
their colour inclinable to grey. Other kinds 
have the hoofs of their hind legs marked out- 
wardly with a white ſpot; and their ears and 
tails much longer than the common. One of 
theſe has been ſeen full of white ſpots, with a 
black liſt down the middle of his back. In 
Guiana, a country of South America, according 
to Labat, there are deer without horns, which 
are much leſs than thoſe of Europe, but re- 
ſembling them in every other particular. They 


are very lively, light of courſe, and exceſſivel) 
fearful; 


%. : 
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fearful; cheir haif is of à reddiſh fallow,” theit 


heads are ſmall and lean, their ears little, their 
necks long and e the tail ſhort, and the 


_ ſight piercing. 
places where no 0 


nen purſued, they fly into 
er animal can follow them. 


The Negroes, who purſue them, ſtand to watch 


for them in narrow paths, which lead to the 
| brook or the meadow where they feed; there 
waiting in the utmoſt ſilence, for the flighteft 


ſound will drive them away, the Negroe, when 


he perceives the animal within reach, ſhoots, and 


is happy if he can bring down his game. Their 


Meth; though ſeldom fat, is conſidered as a great 


delicacy; and the hunter is well rewarded for kis 


COW, © e 5 
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THE. ROE BUCK, 4144. 


THE Roe-Buck i is the ſmalleſt of the = 
kind known in our climate, and is now almoſt 


extin& among us, except .in ſome parts of the 


highlands of Scotland, It is generally about 
three feet Jong, and about two feet high. The 
horns are from eight to nine. inches long, up- 
right, round, and divided into only three 
branches. The body i is covered with very long 
hair, well adapted to the rigour of its moun- 


tainous abode. * The lower part of each Hair 
is .aſh-colour ; near the ends is a narrow bar 


of black, and- the points are yellow. The hairs 
. III. e on 
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on the face are black, tipped with aſh-colour. 
The ears are long, their inſides of a pale yel- 
low, and covered with long hair. The ſpaces 
bordering on the eyes and mouth are black. 
The cheſt, belly, and legs, and the inſide 
of the thighs, are of a yellowiſh white; the 
rump is of a pure white, and che tall very ſhort. 
The make of this little animal, is very elegant; 
and its ſwiftneſs equals | its beauty. It differs 
from the fallow- deer, in having round horas, 
and not flatted like theirs. It differs from the 
ſtag, in its ſmaller ſize, and the proportionable 
paucity of its antlers: and it differs from all of 
the goat kind, as it annually ſheds its head, and, 
obtains a new one, which none of that kind are 
= ever ſeen to do. | | 
* | As the ſtag frequents the thickeſt foreſts, 
and the k the higheſt mountains, the roe- 
buck, with humbler ambition, courts the thady 
thicket, and the riſing ſlope. _ Although leſs in 
ſize and far inferior in ſtrength to the ſtag, it 
is yet more beautiful, more active, and even 
more courageous. Its hair is always ſmooth, 
clean, and gloſſy; and it frequents only the 
dxieſt places, and of the pureſt air. Though 
but a very little animal, as we have already = | 
obſerved, yet, when its young is attacked, it 1 
faces even the ſtag himſelf, and often comes 1 
off victorious . All its motions, are elegant 
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tinues the courſe with but little fatigue. It is 


i alſo poſſeſſed of more cunning in avoiding the 
hunter, is more diffcult to purſue, and, al- 


though its ſcent is much ſtronger than that of 
the-ſtag, it is more frequently found to make 


good a retreat. It is not with the roe-buek, 


as with the ſtag, who never offers to uſe art 


until his ſtrength is beginning to decline; "this 


more cunning animal, when it finds that its 


firſt efforts to eſcape are without ſuecels,"re- 
turns upon its former track, again goes for- 


1 ward, and again returns, until by its various 


windings it has entirely confounded the ſeent, 
and joined the laſt emanations to thoſe of its 
former courſe. It then, by a bound, goes to 


one ſide, lies flat upon its belly, and permits 


the pack to paſs * ad near, Rug Es 


to ſtir, | 
But the roe-buck differs not only from the 


ſag in ſuperior cunning, but alſo in its natural 


appetites, its inclinations, and its whole habits _ 


of living. Inſtead of herding together, thele 
animals live in feparate families; the fire, che 


dam, and the young ones allociate together, 


and never admit a ſtranger into their little com- 


munity. All others of the deer kind are in- 


conſtant in their affection; but the roe«buek 


never leaves its mate; and as they have been 


8 bred up together, from cheir firſt 
G 2 | fawning, 


DIE Kind thy. 
and eaſy it bounds without ot ant con- 
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| fawning, they conceive ſo ſtrong an attach- 


ment, the male for the female, that they never 
after ſeparate. Their rutting-ſeaſon continues 
| but fifteen days; from the latter end of October 


to about the middle of November. They are 
not at that time, like the ſtag, overloaded with 
fat; they have not that ſtrong odour, which is 
perceived in all others of the deer kind; they 
have none of thoſe furious exceſſes; nothing, 

in ſhort, that alters their ſtate: they only drive 
away their fawns upon theſe occaſions ; the 
buck forcing them to retire, in order to make 


| - FOOMm for a ſucceeding progeny : however, when 
the copulating ſeaſon is over, the fawns return 
to their does, and remain with them ſome time 


longer; ; after which, they quit them entirely, 
in order to begin an independent family of 
their own. The female goes with young but 
five months and an half; which alone ſerves to 


. diſtinguiſh this animal from all others of the 
deer kind, that continue pregnant more than 
eight. In this reſpect, ſhe rather approaches 


more nearly to the goat kind; from which, 
however, this race is ſeparated by the male's 
annual caſting its horns. 

When the female is ready to Lain forth, ſhe 


ks: a retreat in the thickeſt part of the woods, 
being not leſs apprehenſive of ths buck,” from 


_ whom ſhe then ſeparates, than of the wolf, the 
wild cat, and * every ravenous animal of 
the 
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the foreſt 5 the generally produces two at 4 ; 


time; and three but very rarely. In about ten 
or twelve days theſe are able to follow their 

am, except in caſes of warm purfuit, wen 
their ſtrength-is not equal to the fatigue. Upon 
ſuch occaſions, the tenderneſs of the. dam is 


very extraordinary; leaving them in the deepeſt 


thickets, ſhe offers herſelf to the danger, flies 


before the hounds, and does all in her power 


ts: lead them from the retreat where ſhe has 
lodged' her little ones. Such animals as are 


nearly upon her own level ſhe boldly encoun- 
ters; attacks the ſtag, the wild cat; and even 


the wolf; and while ſhe has life continues her 
efforts to protect her young. Let all her en- 


deavours are, often vain; about the month of 


May, which is her fawning time, there is a 
greater deſtruction among thoſe animals than 


at any other ſeaſon of the year. Numbers of: 


the fawns are taken alive by the peaſants ; num 
bers are found out, and worried by the dogs ; 


and ſtill more by the wolf, which has always 
been their moſt inveterate enemy. By theſe 


cContinual depredations upon this beautiful rea- 
ture, the roe-buck is every day becoming | 
ſcarcer; and the whole race in many countries 
is wholly worn out. They were once common 
in England; the huntſmen, who characteriſed 
only ſuch beaſts as they knew, have given 
names to the different kinds and ages, as to 


» 3 5 al the 


. \ l 
7 
* 
» - 
4 6 
4 15 
—UUũ U— 2-2 Z˖Ä˖rʒ—ᷓ—— — —— ͤ , ̃ 7—7˙— . 7—.————0r—Ü¼̃̃0⏑—,˖§1⅜ĩQ ee ——— ̃ ͤ ul 


' 
126 Arras o TRE 
the flags thus they called. it the firſt year an 


bind; the ſetond, a gyrle; and the third, an 


bemuſe ; but theſe names at preſent. are utterly, 


uſeleſs, ſince the animal no longer exiſts among 
us. Even in France, where it was once ex- 
tremely common, it is now confined to a few 


provinces; and it is probable that in an age or 
tro the whole breed will be utterly extirpated. 
Mr. Buffon, indeed, obſerves, that in thoſe 


diſtricts where it is moſtly found, it ſeems to 


maintain its uſual plenty, and that the balance 


between its deſtruction and encreaſe is held 


pretty even; however, the number in general 
is known to decreaſe; for wherever cultivation 
takes place, the beaſts of nature are known to 
retire. Many animals that once flouriſhed in 
the world may now be extinct; and the deſcrip- 
tions of | Ariſtotle and Pliny, though taken from 


life, may be conſidered as fabulous, as their ar- 


chetypes are na longer exiſting. 
The fawns continue. to follow the deer eight | 


or nine months in all; and upon ſeparating 
their horns begin to appear, ſimple and without 


antlers the firſt year, as in thoſe of the ſtag 


kind*, Theſe they ſhed at the latter end of 
autumn, and renew during the winter; differing 


in this from the ſtag, who ſheds them in ſpring, 
and renews them in e When the roe- 


buck's 
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buck's —— furniſhed;' rub Wi 


horns againſt trees' in the manner of the flag, 


and thus ſtrips them of the rough” Thin and the 
blood-veſſels, which no longer contribute to 


fall, and new ones begin to appear, the we- 
buck does not retire as che flag to the covert of 

- wood, but continues its uſual haunts; on 
keeping down its head to avoid ſtriking i its horns 
againſt the branches of trees, the pain of which 
it ſeems to feel with exquiſite ſenſibility. The 
ſtag, who' ſheds his horns in ſummer, is obliged. 
to ſeek a retreat from the flies, that at that - 
time greatly incommode him; but the roe-buck, 
who ſheds them in winter, is under no ſuch 

neceſfity; and, conſequently, does not ſeparate 
from its little family, but Keeps with the female 
all the year round . 

As the growth of theroe-buck; and its arrival 
at maturity, is mach fpeedier than that of the 
ſtag, ſo its life is proportionably ſhorter. It 
feldom is found to extend above twelve or fif- 


teen years; and if kept tame it does not live . 
above fix or ſeven. It is an animal of a very de- 


| licate conftitution, requiring variety of food, 
air, and exercife. It miſt be paired with a fe- 


male, and kept in a park of at Teaft an hundred 
acres. They may ban de Wer- but 12 


- 
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thoroughly tamed. No arts can teach them to 
be famikar with the feeder, much leſs attached 
to him. They fit] preſerve a part of their na- 
taral wnkdack, and are fabject to terrors without 
a cauſe. They fometimes, in attemptn= to 
pe, ſtrike themſelves with ſuch force again 
me walls of their incladure, that they break their 
kmbs, and become utterly difabled. Whatever. 
care & taken to tame them, they are never en- 
tirely to be reed on, 25 they have capricious 
fis of fiercencs, and fometimes firice 2 thoſe 
they de with a degree of force that is very 


EADCELOUS. | 
The cry of the webe is. e & loud 


vor 10 frequent as that of the flag... The young 
cneShave 2 parucuir manner of calling. to the 
dam, which the kumers ay ir, and often 
thus albare the female to her defirufion. Upon 
were — alſo they become — 
ring, = fnd to froment in their Somacks, and 
they Rep clefe wader covert of the forced, and 
Son vente out, cxcepe umn Tinkent heats, to 
Eat at forme river or fountzm. In general, 
however, they are comented w fake thew murt 
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and buds of trees to corn, or other vegetables; 
and it is univerſally allowed that the fleſh of 
| thoſe between one and two years old is the 
greateſt delicacy that is known. e e 11. 
the ſcarceneſs of it enhances its flavour. | 
In America this animal is much more com- 
mon than in Europe. With us there are but two 
known varieties; the red, which is the larger 
ſort; and the brown, with a ſpot behind, Which 
is leſs. But in the new continent the breed i is 
extremely numerous, and the varieties in equal 
proportion. In Louiſiana, where they are ex- 
tremely common, they are much larger than in 
Europe, and the inhabitants live in 4 great 
meaſure upon its fleſh, which taſtes like mutton 


when well fatted. They are found alſo in 


Braſil, where they have the name of Cuguacu 
Apara, only differing from ours in ſome flight 

deviations in the horns. This animal is alſo 

ſaid to be common in China; although ſuch as 
have deſeribed it ſeem to confound” it with 
the mulk-goat; "WR is of a Nags deren N 
nature. e ; 


C 
bh H 70 . 2 3 8 5 


W E have hitherto been deleghilg minute | | 
animals in compariſon of the Elk; the ſize of : 


vieh, from concurrent teſtimony, appears to . 


* equal to that of the elephant itſelf. It is an 
. animal 
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animal rather of the buck than the ſtag kind, | 
as its horns are flatted towards the top; but it 
is ſar beyond both in ſtature, ſome of them 


being known to be above ten feet high. It is 


a native both of the old and new continent, 
being known in Europe under the name of the 


Elk, and in America by that of the Mooſe- 


deer. It is ſometimes taken in the German | 
and Ruſſian foreſts, although ſeldom appearing ; 
but it is extremely common in North America, 
where the natives purſue, and track it in the 
ſnow. The accounts of this animal are ex- 
tremely various; ſome deſcribing it as being no 
higher than an Borte and others above twelve 
feet high. 

As the 8 of this creature * its . ; 


: peculiarity, ſo it were to be withed that we 


could come to ſome preciſion upon that head. 
If we were to judge of its ſize by the horns, 
which. are ſometimes fortuitouſly dug up in 
many parts of Ireland, we ſhould not be much 
amiſs in aſcribing them to an animal at leaſt 
ten feet high. One of theſe I have ſeen, which 


was ten feet nine inches from one tip to the 


other. From ſuch dimenſions, it is eaſy to per- 
ceive that it required an animal far beyond the 
fize of an horſe to ſupport them. To bear an 
head with ſuch extenſive and heavy antlers, 
required no ſmall degree of ſtrength ; and with- 
out all doubt the bulk of the body muſt have 

, been 


K I 5. 14 


to the ſize of the horas, I 
remember, ſome years ago, to have ſeen a ſmall 
mooſe-deer;' which was brought from America, 
by a get n of Ireland; it was about the fize 
of an horſe, - and the horns were very little larger 
than thoſe of a common ſtag: this, thereſore, 
ſerves to prove that the horns bear an exact 
proportion to the animaPs fize; the ſmall elk 
has but ſmall horns; whereas thoſe enormous 
ones, which we have deſeribed above, muſt 
have belonged to a proportionable creature. In 
all the more noble animals, Nature obſerves 2 
perfect ſymmetry; and it is not to be ſuppoſed 
he fails in this ſingle inſtance. We have no 
reaſon, therefore, to doubt the aceounts of Joſ- 
felyn and Dudley, who affirm, that they have 
been found fourteen ſpans; Which, at nine 
inches to a ſpan,” makes the animal "almoſt 
eleven feet high,” Others have extended their 
accounts to twelve and fourteen” feet, "which 
makes this creature one "ol the HE RAD 
H | 
There is but very litle Hſfetencs Site. 
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the European elk, and the America moofe- 


a as they are but "varieties of the Tate anij< _ 

It may be rather larger in Adnerica than 
Km us; as in the foreſts of that unpeopled 
country, it receives eſs diſturbance than in our 
own. In all places, however, it is timorous 
and gentle; content with its paſture, and never 
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willing- to diſturb. * . bun when, or 
plied itfelf. _ ._ 
The European elk. grows to W 0H hes 5 or. 


eight feet high. In the year 1742, there was a 


female of this animal ſhewn at Paris, which was 


caught in a foreſt of Red Ruſſia, belonging to 


the Cham of Tartary*; it was then but young, 
and its height was even at that time fix feet 
ſeven inches; but the deſcriber obſerves, that 
it has ſince become much taller and thicker, 
ſeven feet high. There have been no late op- 
portunities of ſeeing the male; but by the rule 
of proportion, we may eſtimate his ſige at eight 
or nine feet at the leaſt, which is about twice 
as high as an ordinary horſe. The height, 
however of the female, which was meaſured, 
was but ſix feet ſeven inches, Paris meaſure; 
or almoft ſeven Engliſh feet high. It was ten 
feet from the tip of the noſe to the inſertion of 
the tail; and eight feet round the body. The 


hair was very long and coarſe, like that of a 
| wild boar. The ears reſembled thoſe of a2 


mule, and were a foot and an half long. The 
upper jaw was longer, by ſix inches, than the 
lower; and, like other ruminating animals, it 
had no teeth (cutting teeth I ſuppoſe the de- 
ſcriber means). It had a large beard under the 


* Dione Raiſonnee 4 Animaux. Au Nom, 
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throat, like a goat; and in che middle of the 
forehead, between the horns, there was a bone 
as large as an egg The: noſtrils were four 
inches long on each ſide of the mouth. It made 
uſe of its fore feet, as a; defence againſt its 
enemies. Thoſe who ſhewed it, aſſerted, that 
it ran with aſtoniſhing ſwiftneſs; that it ſwam 
alſo with equal expedition, and was very ſond of 
the water. They gave it thirty pounds of bread 
every day, beſide hay, and it-drank eight buckets 
of water. 1 a6 TO Wee 
miſſive enough to its keepee. 

- This deſcription differs in many — A 
e from that which we have of the mooſe, 
or American elk, which the French call he 

Original. Of theſe there are two kinds, he 
common light grey mooſe, which is not very 
large; and the black mooſe,” which grows to an 
enormous height. Mr. Dudley obſerves, that 
a doe or hind of the black mooſe kind, of the 
fourth year, wanted but an inch of ſeven” feet! 
high. All, however, of both kinds, have flat 
palmed horns, not unlike the fallow- deer, only 
that the palm is much larger, having a ſhort 
trunk at the head, and then immediately ſpread- 
ing above a foot broad, with à kind of ſmall” _ 
antlers, like teeth; on one of the edges. In this 
particular, all of the elk kind agree; as well 
the European mY as. _ Eh _ E 
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- The grey mooſe-deer is about the fize of an 
horſe; and although it has large buttocks; its 
tail is not above an inch long. As in all of this 
kind the upper lip ic much longer: than the 
under, it is ſaid that they continue to go back - 
2 as they feed. Their noſtrils are ſo large 
that a man may thruſt his hand in a conſiderable 
way; and their horns are as long as thoſe of a 
ſtag, but, as was obſerved, much broader... 
mentioned above, from eight to twelve feet 
high. Joſſelyn, who is the firſt Engliſn writer 
that mentions it, ſays, that it is a goodly crea- 
tep of one horn to another. He aſſures us, 
that it is a creature, or rather ai monſter of 
ſuperfluity, and many times bigger than an 
Engliſh ox. This account is confirmed by 
Dudley; but he does not give fo great an ex- 
panſion to the horns, meaſuring them only 
thirty- one inches between one tip and the other: 
however, that ſuch an extraordinary animal as : 
Joſſelyn deſcribes, has actually exiſted, we can 
make no manner of doubt of, ſince there are 
horns enough to be ſeen _— us, 
eee eee eee e 
II beſe animals delight in cold countries, 528. 
ing upon graſs in ſummer, and the bark of trees 
in winter. When the whole couatry is deeply 


covered 
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gether under the tall pine-trees, ſtrip off the 
bark, and remain in that part of the foreſt- 
while it yields them ſubſiſtence. It is at that. 
be that the natives prepare to hunt them; 
and particularly when the ſun begins to nielt 
the ſnow dy day, which is frozen agaim at night;- 
for then the icy cruſt which. covers the ſurface 
of the ſnow is too weak to ſupport ſo great a 
When the Indians, therefore, perceive an herd 
of theſe at a diſtance, they immediately prepare 
for their purſuit, which is not, as with us, che 
fort of an hour, but is attended with toi, 
difficulty, and danger The timorous animal 
no ſooner obſerves its enemies approach, than 
it immediately endeavours to eſcape, but ſinks. 
at every ſtep. it takes. Still, however, it pur- 
ſues its way through a thouſand obſtacles: the 
ſnow, which is uſually four fert deep, yields to 
its weight, and embarraſſes its ſperd the ſhap 
tangled in the branches of the foreſt, as it 
paſſes along. The trees, however, are broker 
down with eaſe; and wherever the mooſe-deer 
runs, it is perceived by the ſnapping off che 
branches of trees, as thick as a man's chigd, 
with its horns. The chace laſts in this manner” 


Phil. Tranf. vol. ii; P. 436. 


_ fos 


= 


136 ANIMAL OF THE 
for the whole day; and ſometimes it has been 
known to continue for two, nay three days 
together; for the purſuers are often not leſs ex- 
cited by famine, than the purſued by fear. 
Their perſeverance, however, generally ſuc- 
ceeds; and the Indian who firſt comes near 
enough, darts his lance, with -unerring aim, 
_ which ſticks in the poor animal, and at firſt 
encreaſes its efforts to eſcape. - In this manner 
the mooſe trots heavily on; (for that is its uſual | 
pace) till its purſuers once more come up, and 
repeat their blow: upon this, it again ſummons 
up ſufficient vigour to get a-head; but, at laſt, 
quite tired, and ſpent with loſs of blood, it ſinks, 
as the deſcriber expreſſes it, like a ruined build- 
R A _— beneath wa 
This 3 Killed, is is a very e 
acquiſition. to the hunters: The fleſh is very 
well taſted, and ſaid to be very nouriſhing. 
The hide is ſtrong, and ſo thick, that it has 
been often known to turn a muſtcet- ball; how- 
ever, it is ſoſt and pliable, and, when tanned, 
the leather is extremely light, yet very laſting. 
The fur is a light grey in ſome, and blackiſh 
in others; and, when viewed through a micro- 
ſcope, appears ſpongy like a bulruſh, and is 
ſmaller at the roots and points than in the mid- 
dle; for this reaſon, it lies very flat and ſmooth, 
and though — or abuſed never ſo much, it 
N by always 
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always returns to its former ſtate. The horns 


alſo are not leſs uſeful, being applied to all the 
purpoſes for which hartſhorn is beneficial: theſe; 


are different in different animals ; in ſome they 
reſemble entirely thoſe of the European elk, 


lers on one of the edges; in others they have a 
branched brow-antler between the bur and the 


palm, which: the German elk has- not; and in 


this the Fa entirely agree with thoſe whoſe horns: 
re 


are fo. 
mal is faid to be troubled with the epilepſy, as 


it is often. found to fall down when, purſued, and. 
thus becomes. an eaſier prey; for this reaſon, 
an imaginary virtue has been aſcribed} to the 
hinder hoof, which ſome have ſuppoſed, to be a 


which ſpread into a broad palm, with ſmall ant- 


quently dug up in Ireland. This ani- 


ſpecific againſt all epileptic diſorders... This, 


howeyer, may. be conſidered as a vulgar. error 3 


as well as that of its curing itſelf of this diſorder. 
by applying the kinder hoof, behind, the ear. 
After all, this animal is but very indifferently 
and confuſedly deſcribed by travellers; each 
mixing his account with ſomething falſe or tri 
vial; often miſtaking ſome other quadrupede 


for 1 elk, and confounding its hiſtory. Thus 


ſome have miſtaken it for the rein- deer, which 


in every thing but ſize it greatly reſembles ; 


ſome have ſuppoſed it to be the ſame with the 
PRE * from which it pas differs; j 
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ſome have deſcribetl it as che dommon red Ame 


rican ſtagʒ which-ſcarcely differs from our own ; 


and, laſtly, ſome have it with the 
Bubalus, which: i word e a _ or” 
* * ö 
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O all animals of the deer kind; the Rein- 


Deer is the moſt extraordinary and the moſt 
uſeful, It is a native of the icy regions of the 


north; and though mary attempts have been 


made to accuſtom it to a more ſouthern cli- 


mate, it ſhortly feels the influence of the change, 


and in a few months declines and dies. Nature 
feems to have fitted it entirely to anfiver the 
neceflities of that hardy race of mankind that 


live near the pole. As thefe would find it im- 
poſſible to ſubſiſt among their barren ſnowy” 


mountains without its aid, fo this animal can live 
only there, where its aſſiſtance is moſt abſolutely 
neceſſary. From it alone the natives of Lap- 
land and Greenland ſupply moſt of their wants; 
it anſwers the purpoſes of an horſe, to convey 
them and their ſcanty furniture from one moun- 
tain to another; it anſwers the purpoſes of a 
cow, in giving milk; and it anſwers the purpoſes 
of the ſheep, in in furniſhing them with : a warm, 
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| Deen KIND. 19 
though an homely kind of eloatbing. From 
this quadrupede alone, therefore, they xeœeive as 
many advantages as we dexixe from three of our 
moſt uſeful creatures; fo that Providenee does 
not leave theſe. pooh outcaſts- entirely deſtitute, 
but gives them a faithful domeſtic, more patient 
and ſerviceable than any other in nature. 

The rein- deer reſembles the American elk. 
in the faſhion of its horns, It is not eaſy im 
words to deſcribe theſe minute differences; nor 
will the reader, perhaps, have a diſtinct idea of 

the ſimilitude, when told that both have bro 
antlers, very large, and hanging over their eyes, 
palmated towards the top, and bending forward, 
like a bow. But here the ſimilitude- between | 
_ theſe two animals ends ; for, as the elk is much 

larger than the ſtag, ſo the rein-deer is mut 
ſmaller. It is lower and ſtronger built chan the 
ſtag; its legs are ſhorter and thicker, and its. 
hoofs much broader than in that animal; its hair 
is much thicker and warmer, its horns much. 
larger in proportion, and branching for card ver- 
its eyes; its ears are much larger; its pace is 
rather a trot than a bounding, and this it can 
continue for a whole day; its hoofs are cloven 
and moveable, ſo that it ſpreads them abroad as 
it goes, to prevent its ſinking in the ſnow. 
When it proceeds on a journey, it lays its great 
horns on its back, whe there arè two branches 


W always hang over its forehead, and almoſt_ 
cover 
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cover. its face. One thing ſeems alin” to 
this animal and the elk; which is, that as they 


move along, their hoofs are heard to crack with 


à pretty loud noiſe. This ariſes from their 
manner of treading; for as they reſt upon their 


cloven hoof, it ſpreads on the ground, and the 
two diviſions ſeparate from each other; but 
when they lift it, the diviſions cloſe again, and 
ſtrike againſt each other with a crack. The 
female alſo of the rein- deer has horns as well as 


the male, by which” the ſpecies is diſtinguiſhed 
from all other animals of the deer kind what- 


ſoever. 


Wes Se in- deer rt ſhed Weir coat of ; 
hair,” they are brown; but, in proportion as 
ſummer appr xYoach es, their hair begins to grow 
whitiſh ; until, at laſt, they are nearly grey *. 


They are, however, always black about the 


eyes. The neck has long hair, hanging down, 


and coarſer than upon any other part of the 
body. The feet, juſt at the inſertion of the 


- hoof, are ſurrounded with a ring of white. 


The hair in general ſtands ſo thick over the 
whole body, that if one ſhould attempt to ſe- 
parate it, the ſkin will no where appear un- 


covered: whenever it falls alſo, it is not ſeen to 


.. he Mas cent this es the Rein- 
Deer, I am obliged to Mr. Hoff berg; upon whoſe au- 
thority, being à native of Sweden, and an experienced 
naturaliſt, we may confidently rely. 
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drop from the root, as in other 3 
but ſeems broken ſhort near the bottom; ſo 
that the e een n be 
while the upper falls away. 5 

The horns of the — dh like thoſe 
of the male, except that they are ſmaller and 
leſs branching. As in the reſt of the deer kind, 
they ſprout from the points; and alſo in the be- 


ginning are furniſhed with an hairy cruſt, which 


ſupports the blood-veſlels, of moſt exquiſite ſen- 
ſibility. The rein-deer ſhed their horns, after 
rutting-time,' at the latter end of November; 
and they are not completely furniſhed again till 
towards autumn. The female always retains 
hers till ſhe brings forth, and then ſheds them, 
about the beginning of November. If the be 
barren, however, which is not unfrequently the 
caſe, ſhe does not ſhed them till winter. The 
caſtration of the rein- deer does not prevent the 

ſhedding, of their horns: thoſe which are the 
ſtrongeſt, caſt them early in winter; thoſe | 
which are more. weakly, not ſo ſoon. Thus, 
from all theſe circumſtances, we ſee how greatly 
female of the rein- deer has horns, which the 
hind is never ſeen to have; the rein-deer, when 
caſtrated, renews its horns, which we are aſſur- 
ed the ſtag never does: it differs not leſs in its 
derne een manner Be wanne ſub- 
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miſſive, and patient; while the: ſtag is wild, 


N and unmanageable. 
The rein- deer, as was ſaid, is naturally an 


as of the countries bordering on the 


arctic circle. It is not unknown to the natives 
of Siberia. The North Americans alſo hunt it, 
under the name of the caribou. But in Lap- 
land, this animal is converted to the utmoſt ad- 
vantage; and ſome herdſmen of that country are 


| known to ene? <A hen hetnrd in a 1 


herd. 

apt is dividedi into tuo liüricts is moun- 
tainous and the woody. The mountainous part 
of the country is at beſt barren and bleak, exceſ- 
ſively cold, and uninhabitable during the win- 
ter; ſtill, however, it is the moſt deſtrable part 
of this frightful region, and is moſt thickly 
peopled during the ſummer. "Phe natives gene- 


rally reſide on the declivity of the mountains, 
three or four cottages together, and lead a 


chearful and a ſocial life. Upon the approach 


of winter, they are obliged to migrate into the 


plains below, each bringing down his whole 


herd, which often amounts to more than a 
thouſand, and leading them where the paſture 
is in greateſt plenty. The woody part of the 
country is much more deſolate and hideous. 
The whole face of nature there preſents a fright- 
ful ſcene of trees without fruit, and plains 


without verdure. As far as the eye can reach, 
nothing 


** 
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nothing is to heoſeen euen in the midſt of 
ſummer, but barren fields, covered only with _ 
2 moſs, almoſt as white as ſnow; no'! graſs, 


no flawery -landſcapes, only here and there a 


pine: tree, which mfly: have eſcaped the frequent 
conflagrations by which the natives burn do] 
| Aheit foreſts. But what is very extragrdinary, 
as the whole ſurface of the country is eloathed 
in:white, ſo, of the contrary, the foreſts ſeem 
to the laſt degree dark and gloomy. While one 
kind of mois makes the fields look as if they 
| were covered with ſnow, another kind blackens 
over all: the trees, and even hides their ver- 
dure. This moſs, however, which deęforms the 
country, ſerves for its only ſupport, as upon 
it alone the rein- deer can ſubſiſt. The inhabi- 
tants, who, during the ſummer, lived among 
the mountains, drive down their herds! in Win- 
ter, and people the plains; and woods below. 
Such of the Laplanders as inhabit the woods 
and the plains all the year round, live remote 
from each other, and having been uſed to ſoli- 
tude, are melancholy, ignorant, and helpleſs. 
They are much poorer alſo than the moun- 
taineers, for, while one bf: thoſe is found t 
poſſeſs a thouſand rein- deer at a time, none of 
theſe are ever known to rear the tenth part of 
that number. The rein- deer mates the riches 
of this people; and the cold mountainy parts 
* rien n agree beſt 0 
N . It 
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It is for this reaſon; therefore; that the moun- 
N tains of Lapland are preferred to the woods; 
WES and that many claim an excluſive right to the 

apt of hills, covered in almoſt eternal ſnow. 
As ſoon as the ſummer begins to appear, the 
e ee who had fed his rein- deer upon the 
lower grounds during the winter; then drives 
them up to the mountains, and leaves the 
woody country, and the low paſture, which at 
that ſeaſon are truly deplorable. The gnats, 
bred, by the ſun's heat, in the marſhy bottoms, 
and the weedy lakes, with which the country 
abounds more than any other part of the world, 
are all upon the wing, and fill the whole air, 
Axe clouds of duſt in a dry windy day. The 
inhabitants, at that time, are obliged te daub 
their faces with pitch, mixed with milk, to 
ſhield their ſkins from their depredations. All 
places are then ſo greatly infeſted, that the poor 
natives can ſcarce open their mouths without 
fear of ſuffocation; the inſects enter, from their 
numbers and minuteneſs, into the noſtrils and 
the eyes, and do not leave the ſufferer a mo- 
ment at his eaſe. But they are chiefly enemies 
to the rein- deer: the horns of that animal 
being then in their tender ſtate, and poſſeſſed 
of extreme ſenſibility, a famiſhed cloud of in- 

| ſets. inſtantly ſettle: upon them, and drive the 

poor animal almoſt to diſtraction. In this ex- 

tremity, there are but two remedies, to which 
4 e 
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the i as welk as its maſter; are ob 
liged to have recourſe. The one is, for boch to 
take ſhelter near their eottage, where a large 
fire of tree mois is prepared, which filling the 
whole place with ſmoke, keeps off the- gnat, and 
thus, by one inconvenience,”expels' x greater; 
the other is, to aſeend to the' higheſt ſummit of 
the mountains, where the air is too thin, and 

- the weather too cold, for the gnats to come. 
There the rein- deer are ſeen to continue the 
whole day, although without food, rather than to - 
venture down into the lower parts, where they 
can have no defenee 6s, eee Herr unceaſing 
perſecutors. 

Beſides the gnat, there is alſo a gadfly, that, 
during the ſummer ſeaſon, is no leſs formidable 
to them: This inſect is bred under their fins, 
where the egg has been depoſited the preceding 
ſummer; and it is no ſooner produced as a fly, 
than it again endeavours to depoſite its eggs in 
ſome-place ſimilar to-that from whence it came. 
Whenever, therefore, it appears flying over an 
herd of rein- deer, it puts the whole: body, how 
numerous ſoever, into motion; they know their 
enemy, and do all they can, by toſſing their horns, 
and running among each other, to terrify or 
avoid it. All their endeavours, however, are too 
generally without effect; the gadflyis ſeen to de- 
poſite its eggs, Which burrowing under the ſkin, 

Ver, III. | 1 wound 
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wound it in ſeveral places, and TIO on an 
incurable. diſorder. 1 l 
In the morning, 1 as e as tint 


1 herdſiman drives his deer to paſture, 


his greateſt care is to keep them from ſcaling 
the ſummits of the mountains where there is no 
food, but where they go merely to be at eaſe 
from the gnats and gadflies that are ever annoy- 
ing them. At this time, there is a ſtrong conteſt 
between the dogs and the deer; the one endea- 
vouring to climb up againſt the ſide of the hill, 
and to gain thoſe ſummits that are covered in 
eternal ſnows; the other, forcing them down, 
by barking and threatening, and, in a manner, 


compelling them into the places where their 


food is in the greateſt plenty. There the men 
and dogs confine them; guarding them with the 
utmoſt precaution the whole day, and driving 
them home at the proper ſeaſons for milking. 
The female brings forth in the middle of 
May, and gives milk till about the middle of 
October. Every morning and evening, during 
the fummer, the herdſman returns to the cottage 
with his deer to be mitked, where the women 
previouſly have kindled up a ſmoky fire, which 
effectually drives off the. gnats, and keeps the 
rein- deer quiet while milking. The female 
furniſhes about a pint, which, though thinner 
than that of the cow, is, nevertheleſs, ſweeter 


and more nouriſhing. This done, the herdſ- 


man 


DE ER . „ 


© a Aide a back to paſture; as he neither 
folds nor houſes! them, neither provides for their 
ſubſiſtence during the 3 nor E their : 
paſture by cultivation. ff): wif} ot 3 
Upon the return of the. nw 1 — 5 
gnats and flies are no longer to be feared, the 
Laplander deſcends into the lower grounds: 
and, as there are but few to diſpute the poſſeſſion 
of that deſolate country, he has an extenſe 
range to feed them in. Their chief and almoſt 
their only food at that time, is the white maſs 
already mentioned; which, from its being fed 5 
upon by this animal, obtains the name of 'the 09  * 
lichen rangiferinus. This is of two kinds: the 
woody lichen, which covers almoſt all the de- 
ſert parts of the country like ſnow ;/ the other is 
black, and covers the branches of the trees in 
very great quantities. However unpleaſing theſe 
may be to the ſpectator, the native eſteems them 
as one of his choiceſt benefits, and the moſt 
indulgent gift of Nature. While his fields are 
cloathed with moſs, he envies neither the fer- 
tility nor the verdure of the more ſouthern! 
landſcape ; dreſſed up warmly in his deer-ſkiw 
cloaths, with ſhoes and gloves of the ſame ma- 
terials, he drives his herds along the deſert; 
tearleſs and at eaſe, ignorant of any higher lux 
ary than what their milk and ſmoke-dried fleſh _ 
afford him. Hardened to the climate, he ſleeps 
in the midſt of 1 ice; Or awaking, dozes away his 
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time with tobacco; while his faithful dogs ſup- 


ply his place, and keep the herd from wander- 


ing. The deer, in the mean time, with inſtints 

adapted to the ſoil, purſue their food, though 
covered in the deepeſt ſnow. They turn it up 

with their noſes, like ſwine ; and even though 
its ſurface be frozen and ſtiff, yet the hide is ſo 
hardened in that part, that they eaſily overcome 
the difficulty. It ſometimes, however, happens; 
though but rarely, that the winter- commences 
with rain, and a froſt enſuing, covers the whole 
cauntry with a glazed cruſt of ice. Then, in- 

deed, both the rein-deer and the Laplander are 
undone; they have no proviſions laid up in caſe 
of accident, and the only reſource is to cut down 

the large pine-trees, that are covered with mos, 
which furniſhes but a ſcanty ſupply; ſo that the 
greateſt part of the herd is then ſeen to periſh, 

without a poſſibility of aſſiſtance. It ſometimes 


alſo happens, that even this ſupply is wanting; 
for the Laplander often. burns down. his woods, 


in order to improve and fertilize the ſoil which 
produces the moſs, * which he feeds his 
cattle. 

In this manner the paſtoral life is fill con- 
tinued near the pole; neither the coldneſs of the 
winter, or the-length of the nights, neither the 
wildneſs of the foreſt, nor the vagrant diſpoſi - 
tion of the herd, interrupt the even tenour of 


the Laplander's life. By night and day he is 
3 ſeen 
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ſeen attending his favourite cattle, and remains 
unaffected, in a ſeaſon which would be ſpeedy 


death to thoſe bred up in a milder elimate. He 
gives himſelf no uneaſineſs to houſe his herds, or 


to provide a winter ſubſiſtence for them; he is 


at the trouble neither of manuring his grounds, 


nor bringing in his harveſts; he is not the hire- 


ling of another's luxury; all his labours are 
to obviate the neceſſities of his own ſituation; 
and theſe he undergoes with chearfulneſs, as he 
is ſure to enjoy the fruits of his own induſtry, 


If, therefore, we compare the Laplander with 


the peaſant of more ſouthern climates, we ſhall 


have little reaſon to pity his ſituation; the cli- 


in which he lives is rather terrible to us 

Xo him; and, as for the reſt, he is bleſſed 
with liberty, plenty, and eaſe; The rein-deer 
alone ſupplies him with all the wants of life, 
and ſome of the conveniencies, ſerving to-ſhew 
how many advantages Nature is capable of ſup- 
plying, when neceſlity gives the call. Thus, 


the poor, little, helpleſs native, who was origi- 


nally, perhaps, driven by fear or famine into 
thoſe inhoſpitable climates, would ſeem, at firſt 
view, to be the moſt wretched of mankind: 
but it is far otherwiſe ; he looks round among 
the few wild animals that his barren country cah 
maintain, and ſingles out one from among them, 
and that of a kind which the reſt of mankind 
have not thought worth taking from a ſtate of 
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nature; this he cultivates, propagates, and 
multiplies, and from this alone derives every 


comfort that can ſoften the ſeverity of his ſi- 


tuation. | | „„ 5 
The rein- deer of this Oy. are of two 


kinds, the wild and the tame. The wild are 


larger and ſtronger, but more miſchievous than 
the dthers. Their breed, however, is pre- 
ferred to that of the tame; and the female of 
the latter is often ſent into the woods, from 
whence ſhe returns home impregnated by one of 


the wild kind. Theſe are fitter for drawing the 


ſledge, to which the Laplander accuſtoms them 
betimes, and yokes them to it by a ſtrap, which 


goes round the neck, and comes down bit feen 


their legs. The ſledge is extremely light, and 


ſhod at the bottom with the ſkin of a young 


deer, the hair turned to ſlide on the frozen 


ſow. The perſon who ſits on this guides the 
animal with a cord, faſtened. round the horns, 
and encourages it to proceed with his voice, and 
drives it with a goad. Some of the wild breed, 


though by far the ſtrongeſt, are yet found re- 
fractory, and often turn upon their drivers; who 
have then no other reſource but to cover them- 
ſelves with their fledge, and let the animal vent 


its fury upon that. But it is otherwiſe with 
thoſe that are tame; no creature can de more 


active, patient, and willing: when hard puſhed, 


they will trot nine or ten Swediſh miles, or be- 


- tween 


| DER: Kan D.! r 
tween ſiſty and ſixty Engliſh miles, at one ſtretch. 
But, in ſuch a caie, the poor obediĩent creature 
fatigues itſelf to death; and, if not prevented 
by the Laplander, who kills it immediately, it 
will die a day or two after. In general, they 
can go about thirty miles without halting, and 
this without any great or dangerous efforts. 
This, which is the only manner of travelling 
in that country, can be performed only in win- 
ter, when the ſnow is glazed over with ice; and 
although it be a very ſpeedy method of convey- . 
ance, yet it is ee e _ 
troubleſome. - .. | 
In order to make theſe. cas more. a 
dient, and more generally ſerviceable, they | 
caſtrate them; which operation the Laplanders 
perform with their teeth; theſe become ſooner 
fat when taken from labour; and they are found 
to be ſtronger in drawing the ſledge. There is 
uſually one male left entire for every ſix fe- 
males; theſe are in rut from the feaſt of St. 
Matthew to about Michaelmas. At this time, 
their horns are thoroughly burniſhed, and their 
battles among each other are fierce and obſti- 
nate. The females do not begin to breed till 
they are two years old; and then they continue 
regularly breeding every year till they are ſu- 
perannuated. They go with young above eight 
months, and generally bring forth two at a 
time. The fondneſs of the dam for her young 
H 4 is 
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is very remarkable; it often happens that when 
they are ſeparated from her, ſhe will return 
From paſture, keep calling round che "cottage 
„ and will not deſiſt until, dead or 

alive, they are brought and laid at her feet. 
They are at firſt of a light brown; but they 


[Secome darker with age; and at laſt the old 


nes are of a brown almoſt approaching to 
Slacknefs. The young follow the dam for two | 
or three years; but they do not acquire their 
full growth until four. They are then broke 
in, and managed for drawing the ledges and 
they continue ſerviceable for four or five years 
longer. They never live above fifteen or ſix- 
teen years; and, when they arrive at the proper 
age, the Laplander generally kills them for 'the 
fake of their ſkins and their fleſh. This he 
performs by ſtriking them on the back of the 
neck, with his knife, into the ſpinal marrow ; 
upon which they inſtantly fall, and he then 
cuts the arteries that lead to the heart, and lets 
the blood diſcharge itſelf into the AY of the 
breaſt. 

There i is ſcarce any part of this anita! that is 
not converted to its peculiar uſes. As ſoon as 
it begins te grow old, and ſome time before 
the rut, it is killed, and the fleſh dried in the 
air. It is alſo ſometimes hardened with ſmoke, 
and laid up for travelling proviſion, when the 
natives 9 from one part of the country to 

ä another. 
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another. During the winter, the rein=deer ate 
| flaughtered as ſheep with us; and every four 
perſons in the family are Wloiwell one rein- deer 
for their week's fubſiſtence. In ſpring, they 
ſpare the herd as much as they can, and live 
upon freſh fiſh. In ſummer, the milk and 
curd of the rein- deer makes their chief provi- 
ſion; and, in autumn, they live wholly upon 
fowls, which they kill with a croſs-bow, or 
catch in fpringes. Nor is this ſo ſcanty an al- 
lowance; fince, at that time, the ſea-fowls 
come in fuch abundance, that their ponds and 
ſprings are covered over. Theſe are not ſo ſhy 
as with us, but yield themſelves an eaſy prey. , 
They are chiefly allured to thoſe places by the 
ſwarms of gnats which infeſt the country during 
ſummer, and now repay the former inconye=- 
niencies, by inviting ſuch numbers of birds as 
ſupply the natives with food a fourth part of the 
year, in great abundance. 

The milk, when newly taken, is warne ii in 
a cauldron, and thickened with rennet, and then 
the curd is preſſed into cheefes, which are lit- 
tle and well taſted. Theſe are never found to 
breed mites as the cheeſe of other countries, 
probably becauſe the mite-fly is not to be 
found in Lapland. The whey which remains 
is warmed up again, and becomes of a conſiſt- 
ence as if thickened with the white of eggs. 
Upon this the Laplanders feed during the ſum- 
| "3 - = 
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mer; it is pleaſant and well-taſted, but not very 


make any, becauſe the milk affords but a very 


nouriſhing. As to butter they very ſeldom 


ſmall quantity, and this, both in taſte and 
conſiſtence, is more nearly reſembling to ſuet. 
They never keep their milk till it turns ſour; 
and do not dreſs it into the variety of diſhes 
which the more ſouthern countries are known 
to do. The only delicacy they make from it 
is with wood-ſorrel, which being boiled up with 
it, and coagulating, the whole is put into caſks 
or deer-ſkins, and ac under ground 1 to be 
eaten in winter. 
The ſkin is even a more valuable part of 
this animal than either of the former. From 
that part of it which covered the head and feet, 
they make their ſtrong ſnow ſhoes with the 
hair on the outſide. Of the other parts they 
compoſe their garments, which are extremely 
warm, and which cover them all over. The 
hair of theſe alſo is on the outſide; and they 
ſometimes line them within with the fur of the 
glutton, or ſome other warm-furred animal of 
that climate. "Theſe ſkins alſo ſerve them for 
beds. They ſpread them on each fide of the 
fire, upon ſome leaves of the dwarf birch-tree, 
and in this manner lie both ſoft and warm. 
Many garments, made of the ſkin of the rein- 
deer, are ſold every year to the inhabitants of the 
more ſouthern parts of Europe; and they are 
found 


1 
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found ſo ſerviceable in keeping out the cold, 
that even people of the firſt rank are known to 
wear them. 

In ſhort, no part of this a. is e 
away as uſeleſs. The blood is preſerved in 


ſinall caſks, to make ſauce with the marrow 


in ſpring. The horns are ſold to be converted 
into glue. The ſinews are dried, and divided 
ſo as to make the ſtrongeſt kind of ſewing 
thread, not unlike catgut. The tongues, which 
are conſidered as a great delicacy, are dried, 

and ſold into the more ſouthern | provinces. 
The inteſtines themſelves are waſhed like our 
tripe, and in high eſteem among the natives. 
Thus the Laplander finds all his neceflities 

amply ſupplied from this ſingle animal; and he 
who has a large herd of theſe animals has no 


idea of higher luxury. 


But, although the rein- deer be a very hardy 
and vigorous animal, it is not without its diſ- 
eaſes. I have already mentioned the pain it 
feels from the gnat, and the apprehenſions it is 


under from the gadfly. Its hide is often found 


pierced in an hundred places, like a fieve, from 


this inſect, and not a few die in their third, year, 


from this very cauſe. Their teats alſo. are 


ſubject to cracking, ſo that blood comes inſtead 
of milk. They ſometimes take a loathing for 


their food; and, inſtead of eating, ſtand ſtill, 
and chew the cud. They are alſo troubled 
| H 6 with 
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with a vertigo, like the elk, and turn round 


often till they die, The Laplander judges of 


their ſtate by the manner of their turning, If 
they turn to the right, he judges their Sorter 
but flight; if they turn to the left, he deems 
it incurable. The rein- deer are alfo ſubject to 
ulcers near the hoof, which unqualifies them for 
travelling, or keeping with the herd. But the 


moſt fatal diſorder of all is that which the na- 


tives call the ſuddataka, which attacks this ani- 
mal at all ſeaſons of the year. The inſtant it is 
ſeized with this diſeaſe, it begins to breathe with 
greater difficulty, its eyes begin to ſtare, and 
its noſtrils to expand. It acquires alſo an un- 
uſual degree of ferocity, and attacks all it meets 
indiſcriminately. Still, however, it continues 


to feed as if in health, but is not ſeen to chew 


the cud, and it lies down more frequently than 
before. In this manner it continues, every day 
conſuming, and growing more lean, till at laſt 
it dies from mere inanition; and not one of 
theſe that are attacked with this diſorder are 
ever found to recover. Notwithſtanding, it is 
but very lately known in that part of the world; 
although, during the laſt ten or fifteen years, 
it has ſpoiled whole provinces of this neceſlary 
creature. Tt is contagious ; and the moment the 


Laplander perceives any of his herd infected, 


he haſtens to kill them immediately, before it 


' Fpreads any farther, When 'examined internally, 


there 


there is a frothy fubſtance FR in the brain, 
and round the lungs; the inteſtines are Tax Arid 
| flabby, and the ſpleen is diminiſhed almoſt t6 
nothing. The Laplander's only cure in all theſe 
diſorders, is to anvint the animal's back with 
tar; if this does not ſucceed, he conſiders the 
diſeaſe as beyond the power of art; and, with 
his natural phlegm, ſubmits to the ene of 
fortune. 

Beſides the DUTY, E of this animal, 
there are ſome external enemies which it has to 
fear. The bears now and then make depreda- 
tions upon the herd; but of all their perſecu- 
tors, the creature called the glutton is tlie moſt 
dangerous and the moſt ſucceſsful. "The wat 
between theſe is carried on not lefs in Lapland 
than in North America, where the rein-deer is 
called the Caribou, and the glutton the Carca- 
jou. This animal, which is not above the ſize 
of a badger, waits whole weeks together for its 
prey, hid in the branches of ſome ſpreading 
tree; and when the wild rein-deer paſſes under- 
neath, it inftantly drops down upon it, fixing its 
teeth and claws into the neck, juſt behind the 
horns, It is in vain that the ben animal 
then flies for protection, that it ruſtles among 

the branches of the foreſt, the glutton fill holds 
its former poſition ;' and although it often loſes 
a part of its ſkin and fleſh, which are rubbed 
off againſt che trees, yet it ſtill keeps faſt, until 


the horſe kind in the number of their teeth, 
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its. prey drops with fatigue and loſs of blood. 
The deer has but one only method of eſcape, 
which is by jumping into the water; that ele- 
ment its enemy cannot endure; for, as we. are 
told, it quits its hold immediately, and then 
thinks only of bn for . own proper 
Eren 5 . 
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Of Quadrupedes of the my * : wY 


NIMALS of the hog Five "Sony to unite 
in themſelves all thoſe diſtinctions by which 
others are ſeparated. They. reſemble thoſe. of 


which in-all amount to forty-four, in the length 
of their head, and in having, but a lingle ſto- 
mach. They reſemble the cow. kind in their 
cloyen hoofs and the poſition of their inteſtines ; 
and they reſemble thoſe of the claw-footed kind 
in their appetite for fleſh; in their not. chewing 
the cud, and in their numerous progeny. Thus 
this ſpecies ſerves to. fill up that. chaſm which 
is found between the / carnivorous kinds and 
thoſe that live upon graſs; being poſſeſſed of 
the ravenous appetite of the one, and the inof- 
fenſive nature of the other. We may. conſider 
them, therefore, as of a middle nature, which 


we can refer neither to the rapacious nor the 
peaceful 
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ci kinds, and yet partaking Ga of 
= nature of both.. Like the rapacious kinds, 
they are found to haye ſhort inteſtines ;. their | 
hoofs alſo, though cloven to the ſight, will, 
upon anatomical inſpection, appear to be ſup- 
plied with bones like beaſts of prey; and the 
number of their teats alſo encreaſe the, ſimili- 
tude: on the other hand, in a natural fate they 

live upon vegetables, and ſeldom ſeek after 
animal food, except when urged by neceſſity. 
They offend no other animal of the foreſt; at 
the ſame time that they are Furniſhed with Arms 
to terrify the braveſt. | 
The Wild Boar, which is the original * al | 
the varieties we find in this creature, is by no 
means ſo ſtupid: nor ſo filthy an animal as that | 
we have reduced to tameneſs; he is much 
ſmaller than the tame hog, and does not vary 

in his colour as thoſe of the domeſtic kind do, 
but is always found of an. iron grey, inclining 
to black ; his ſnout is much longer than that of 
the tame hog, and the ears are ſhorter, rounder, 
and black; of which colour are alſo the feet 
and the tail. He roots the ground in a different 
manner from the common hog ; for as this turns 
up the earth in little ſpots here and there, ſo the 
wild boar plows it up like a furrow, and does 
irreparable damage in the cultivated lands of the 
farmer. The tuſks alſo of this animal are larger 
than in the game breed, ſome of chem being 
ſeen 
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ſeen almoft a foot long *. Theſe, as is well 
known, grow from both the under and upper 
jaw, bend upwards circularly, and are exceeding 
ſharp at the points. 'They differ from the taſks 
of the elephant in this, that they never fall; 
and it is remarkable of all the hog kind, that 
they never ſhed their teeth as other animals are 
ſeen to do. The tuſks of the lower jaw are 


always the moſt to be dreaded, and are found to 


give very terrible wounds. 

The wild boar can properly be called neither 
a ſolitary nor a gregarious animal. The three 
frſt years the whole litter follows the ſow, and 


the family lives in a herd together. They are 


then called beaſts of company, and unite their 
common forces againft the invaſions of the wolf, 


or the more formidable beaſts of prey. Upon 
this their principal ſafety while young depends, 


for when attacked they give each other mutual 
aſſiſtance, calling to each other with a very 
loud and fierce note; the ſtrongeſt face the dan- 
ger; they form a ring, and the weakeſt fall into 
the center. In this poſition few ravenous beaſts 
dare venture to attack them, but purſue the 
chace where there is leſs reſiſtance and danger. 


However, when the wild boar is come to a ſtate 


of maturity, and when conſcious of his own 
MT ſtrength, he then walks the foreſt alone, 


„Buffon, vol. is, p. 147. 
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and fearleſs. t that dme he treads no ſingle 
creature, nor does he turn vut of his way even 
for man himſelf. He does not ſeck dangers | 
and he does not much ſeem to avoid it. 
This animal is therefore ſeldom attacked, but 
at a diſadvantage, either by numbers, or when 
found fleeping by. moon-light. The hunting 
che wild boar is one of the principal amuſements 
of the nobility in thoſe countries here it is to 
be found. The dogs provided for this ſport are 
of the flow heavy kind. Thoſe uſed for hunt- 
ing the Nag, or che roe<buck, would be very 
improper, as they would tov foon'come up with 
their prey; and; inſtead of a chice, would only 
furniſh out an engagement. A ſinall maſtiff is 
therefore choſen; nor are che hunters mach 
mindful of the goodneſs of their noſe, as the 
wild boar leaves fo ſtrong a feerit, that it is im- 
poſſible for them to miſtake its courſe. They 
never hunt any but the largeſt and the oldeſt, 
which are known' by their tracks. When the 
boar is rear d, as is the expreffion for driving 
him from his covert, he goes ſlowly and uni- 
formly forward, not much afraid, nor very far 
before his purſuers. At the end of every — 


— 


the hounds come up, and offers to attack us 
Theſe, on the other hand, knowing their dan- 
ger, keep off, and bay him at a diſtance. After 
they have for a while gazed upon each other, 

with 
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with mutual animoſity, the boar again ſlowly 
goes on his courſe, and the dogs renew their 
purſuit. In this manner the charge is ſuſtained, | 
and the chace. continues till the boar is quite 


tired, and refuſes to go any farther. The dogs 
then attempt to cloſe in upon him from behind; 
thoſe which are young, fierce, and unaccuſtomed 


to the chace, are generally the foremoſt, and 
often loſe. their lives by their ardour. Theſe 
which are older and better trained are content 
to wait until the hunters come up, who ſtrike at 
him with their ſpears, and, after ſeveral blows, 
diſpatch or diſable him. The inſtant the ani- 
mal is killed, they cut off the teſticles, which 
would otherwiſe give a taint to the fleſh; and 
the huntſmen celebrate the victory with their 
horns. 

The hog, i in a natural ſtate, is funk to feed 
chiefly upon roots and vegetables ; it ſeldom 
attacks any other animal, being content with 
ſuch proviſions as it procures without danger. 
Whatever animal happens to die in the foreſt, 
or is ſo wounded that it can make no reſiſtance, 
becomes a prey to the hog, who ſeldom refuſes 


animal food, how putrid ſoever, although it is 


never at the pains of taking or procuring it 
alive, For this reaſon, it ſeems a glutton rather 
by accident than choice, content with vegetable 
food, and only devouring fleſh when preſſed by 


neceſſity, and when it happens to offer. Indeed, 
if 
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it we behold the hog in its domeſtic i tate, it is 
the moſt ſordid. and brutal animal in nature *. 


The aukwardnels of its form ſeems to influence 
its appetites; and all its ſenſations: are as groſs 


as its ſhapes are unſightly. It ſeems poſſeſſed 
only of an inſatiable deſire of eating; and ſeems 
to make choice only of what other animals find 


the moſt offenſive. - But we ought to: conſider 
that the hog with us is in an- unnatural” tate, 
and that it is in a manner compelled to feed in 
this filthy manner, from wanting that proper 
nouriſhment which it finds in the foreſt. When 
in a ſtate of wildneſs, it is of all other quadru- 
pedes the moſt delicate in the choice of what 


vegetables it ſhall feed on, and rejects a greater 


number than any of the reſt. The cow, for 
inſtance, as we are aſſured by Linnæus, cats 
two hundred and ſeventy-ſix plants, and rejects 
two hundred and eighteen; the goat eats four 
hundred and forty-nine, and rejects an hundred 
and twenty-ſix ; the ſheep eats three hundred 


and eighty-ſeven, and rejects an hundred and 


forty- one; the horſe eats two hundred and ſixty- 
two, and rejects two hundred and twelve; but 
the hog, more nice in its proviſion than any of 
the former, eats but ſeventy- two plants, and re- 
jects an hundred and ſeventy-one. The in- 
delicacy of this animal is, therefore, rather in 


Buffon, vol. ix. p. 14. 
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our apprehenſions than in its nature; ſince we 
find it makes a very diſtinguiſhing choice in 
the quality of its food; and if it does mot reject 
animal putrefaction, it may be becauſe it is 
abridged in that food which is moſt wholeſome 
and agreeable to it in a ſtate of nature. This is 
certain, that its palate is not inſenſible to the 
difference of eatables; for, where it finds variety, 
it will reject the worſt, with as diſtinguiſhing a 
taſte as any other quadrupede whatſoever *. In 
the orchards of peach-trees in North America, 
where the hog has plenty of delicious food, it is 
obſerved, that it will reje& the fruit that has 
lain but a few hours on the ground, and con- 
tinue on the watch whole hours togeriier for a 
freſh windfall. 
However, the hog is ot formed in a 
more imperfect manner than the other animals 
that we have rendered domeſtic around: us, lefs 
active in its motions, leſs furniſhed with inſtinct 
in knowing what to purſue or avoid. Without 
attachment, and incapable of inſtruction, it 
continues, while it lives, an uſeleſs, or rather a 
rapacious dependant. The coarſeneſs of its hair, 
and the thickneſs of its hide, together with the 
thick coat of fat that lies immediately under the 
ſkin, render it inſenſible to blows, or rough 
uſage. Mice have been known to burrow in 
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# the back of theſe animals:while fattening 3 in the 
gay“, without their ſeeming to perceive. it. 
= Their other ſenſes ſeem to be in tolerable per- 
feection; they ſcent the hounds. at a diſtance; 
and, as we have ſeen, they are not inſenſible in 
Y the choice of their proviſions. 93 
= The hog is, by nature, ſtupid, W and 
W drowſy; if undiſturbed, it would fleep! half its 
W time; but it is frequently awaked by the calls 
of appetite, which when it has ſatisſied, it goes 
dc rcft again. Its whole life is thus a round of 
5 ſleep and gluttony; and, if ſupplied with ſuſſi | 
W cient food, it ſoon grows unfit.even for its own. 
exiſtence ; its fleſh becomes a greater load than 
its legs are able to ſupport, and it continues to 
feed lying down, or kneeling, an helpleſs in- 
ſtance of indulged ſenſuality. The only time-it 
ſeems to have paſſions of a more active nature, 
3 are, when it is. incited by, venery, or when the 
= wind blows with any vehemence, Upon this 
WW occaſion, it is fo agitated as to run violently to- 
W wards its ſty, ſcreaming horribly at the ſame. 
time, which ſeems. to argue that it is naturally 
= fond of a warm climate. It appears alſo to fore - 
ſee the approach of bad weather, bringing ſtraw: sv 
do its ity in its mouth, preparing a bed, and 
diding itſelf from the impending ſtorm, Nor is 
it leſs agitated when it hears any of its kind in. 
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diſtreſs : when a hog is caught in a gate, as is 
often the caſe, or when it ſuffers any of the uſual 
domeſtic operations of ringing or ſpaying, all 
the reſt are then ſeen to gather round it, to lend 
their fruitleſs aſſiſtance, and to ſympathize with 
its ſufferings. They have often alſo been known 
to gather round a dog that had teazed them, 
and kill him upon the ſpot. | 

Moſt of the diſeaſes of this animal ariſe from 
intemperance; meaſles, impoſthumes, and ſcro- 
phulous ſwellings, are reckoned - among the 
number. It is thought by ſome that they wal-: 
low in the mire to deſtroy a ſort of louſe or in- 
ſect that is often found to infeſt them; however, 
they are generally known to live, when ſo per- 
mitted, to eighteen or twenty years; and the 
females produce till the age of fifteen. As they 
produce from ten to twenty young at a litter, 
and that twice a year, we may eaſily compute 
how numerous they would "ſhortly become, if 
not diminiſhed by human induſtry. In the wild 
ſtate they are leſs prolific ; and the ſow of the 
woods brings forth but once a year, probably 
becauſe exhauſted | BY OY up her former 
numerous progeny. 

It would be ee to dwell ads upon 
the nature and qualities of an animal too well 
known to need a deſcription: there are few, 
even in cities, who are unacquainted with its 
utes, its appetites, and way of living, The arts 
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of fattening, rearing,” guarding, and managing 
hogs, fall more properly under the cognizance 
of the farmer than the naturaliſt; they make a 
branch of domeſtic ceconomy, which operly 
treated, may be extended to a great length : but 
the hiſtory of nature ought always to end where 
that of art begins. It will be ſufficient, there- 
fore, to obſerve that the wild boat was formerly 
a native of our country, as appears from the 
laws of Hoel Dda *, the famous Welch legiſla- 
tor, who permitted his grand huntſman to chace 
that animal from the middle of November to 
the beginning of December. William the 

Conqueror alſo puniſhed ſuch as were convicted 
of killing the wild boar in his foreſts, with the 
loſs of their eyes. At preſent the whole wild 
breed is extinct; but no country makes greater 
uſe of the tame kinds, as their fleſh, which bears 
falt better than that of any other animal, makes 
a principal hy of the W of the” Britiſh 
navy. 
As this animal is a native of almoſt every 
country, there are ſome varieties found in the 
ſpecies. That which” we call the Eaſt-India 
breed, is lower, leſs furniſhed with hair, is ufu- 
ally black, and has the belly almoſt touching the 
ground it is now common in England, t to he oi | 
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x68 QVADRUPEDES OF THE 
ten more eaſily than the ordinary kinds, and ta 
make better bacon... 7 
There is a nnd variety of thin animal 
about. Upſal “, which. is ſingle-hoofed, like the 
horſe; but in no other reſpect differing ſrom the 
common kinds. The abe of dene 4 
often called in. queſtion; tags have Were 
that ſuch a quadrupede never exiſted; becauſe it 
happened not to fall within the ſphere of their 
own conhned obſervation ; however, at preſent, 
the animal is too well known to admit of any 
doubt concerning it. The hog common in 
Guinea differs alſo in ſome things from our own: 
though ſhaped. exactly as ours, it is of a reddiſh 
colour, with. long ears, which end in a ſharp 
point, and a tail which hangs/down. to the paſ- 
tern; the whole body is covered with ſhort red 
ſhining hair, without any briſtles, but pretty 
long near the tail. Their fleſh, is ſaid to be ex- 
cellent, and they are very tam. 
All theſe, from their near reſemblance: to the 
hog, may. be conſidered as of the ſame ſpecies; 
the Eaſt-Indjian hag, we well know, breeds 
with the common kind; whether the fame: ob- 
tains between it and thoſe of Upſal and Guinea, 
we cannot direQly affim; but where the exter- 
nab fimilitude is fo ſtrong, we may be induced 
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to believe, that the appetites and habits are the 
fame. It is true, we are told, that the Guinea 
breed will not mix with ours, but keep ſeparate, 
and herd only together: however, this is no 
proof of their diverſity, ſince every animal will 
prefer its own likeneſs in its mate; and they 
will only then mix with another ſort, when 
deprived of the ſociety of their own. Theſe, 
therefore, we may conſider as all of the hog 
kind; but there are other quadrupedes, that, in 
general, reſemble this ſpecies, which, neverthe- 


leſs, are very diſtin from them. Travellers, 
indeed, from their general form, or from their 


habits and way of living, have been content to 
call theſe creatures hogs alſo ; but upon a cloſer 
inſpection, their differences are found to be ſuch 
as entirely to ſeparate. the kinds, and make each 


a diſtin animal by itſelf, 


THE PECCARY, ox TAJACU. 


THAT animal which of all other moſt re- 
ſembles an hog, and yet is of a formation very 
diſtin from it, is called the Peccary, or Tajacu. 
It is a native of America, and found there 
in ſuch numbers, that they are ſeen in herds 
of ſeveral hundreds together, grazing among 


= the woods, and inoffenſive, n when of- 


fended. 


The 1 at firſt view reſembles a finall 
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which is found to ſeparate a liquor of a very 


dle it riſes like a lump; and in this there is an 
orifice, into which one may thruſt a common 


: 
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hog; the form of its body, the ſhape of its head, 
the length of its ſnout, and the form of its legs, 
are entirely alike; however, when we come to | 
examine it nearer, the differences begin to ap- 
pear. The body is not ſo bulky; its jolie not ſo 
long; its briſtles much thicker and Fronper 
than thoſe of the hog, reſembling rather the 
quills of a porcupine, than hair; inſtead of a 
tail, it has only a little fleſhy protuberance, 
which does not even cover its poſteriors; but 
that which is ſtill more extraordinary, and in 
Which it differs from all other quadrupedes 
whatſoever, is, that it has got upon its back a 
lump reſembling the navel in other animals, 


ſtrong ſmell. The Peccary is the only creature 
that has thoſe kind of glands which diſcharge the 
muſky ſubſtance, on that part of its body. Some 
have them under the belly, and others under the 
tail; but this creature, by a conformation pecu- 
liar to itſelf, has them on its back. "This lump, 
or navel, is ſituated on that part of the back 
which is over the hinder legs; it is, in general, 
ſo covered with long briſtles, that it cannot be 
ſeen, except they be drawn afide. A ſmall 
ſpace then appears, that is almoſt bare, and only 
beſet with a few ſhort fine hairs. In the mid- 


gooſe quill. This hole or bag is not above 
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an inch in 1 and round it, under the ſkin, 
are ſituated a number of ſmall glands, which 
diſtil a whitiſh liquor, in colour and ſubſtance 
reſembling that obtained from the civet ani- 
mal. Perhaps it was this analogy, that led Dr. 
Tyſon to ſay, that it ſmelt agreeably alſo, like 
that perfume. But this Mr. Buffen abſolutely 
denies; affirming, that the ſmell is at every time, 
and in every proportion, ſtrong and offenſive; 
and to this I can add my own teſtimony, if that 

able naturaliſt ſkould want a voucher. 
But, to be more particular in the dean 
of the other parts of this quadrupede ; the 
colour of the body is grizly, and beſet with 
briſtles, thicker and ſtronger than thoſe of a 
common hog; though not near ſo thick as thoſe 
of a porcupine, they reſemble them in this reſpect, 
that they are variegated with black and white 
rings. The belly is almoſt bare; and the ſhort 
briſtles on the ſides gradually encreaſe in length, 
as they approach the ridge of the back, where 
{ome are five inches long. On the head alſo, 
between the ears, there alla tuft of briſtles, 
that are chiefly. black. The ears are about two 
inches and an half long, and ſtand upright ;-and 
the eyes reſemble thoſe of a common hog, only 
they are ſmaller. From the lower corner of 
the eye to the ſnout, is uſually fix inches; and 
the ſnout itſelf is like that of an hog's, though it 
is but ſmall. One ſide of the lower lip is gene- 
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rally ſmooth, by the rubbing of the tuſk -of the. 


upper jaw. The feet and hoofs are perfectly 
like thoſe of a common hog ; but, as was already 


obſerved, it has no tail. There are ſome anato- 
mical differences in its internal ſtructure, from 
that of the common hog. Dr. Tyſon was led 


to ſuppoſe, that it had three ſtomachs ; whereas 


the hog has but one: however, in this he was 
deceived, as Mr. Daubenton has plainly ſhewn, 
that the ſtomach is only divided by two cloſings, 
which gives it the appearance as if divided into 


three; ; and there is no conformation that pre- 


vents the food in any part of it from going or 
returning to any other. 

The peccary may be tamed like the _ 
and has pretty nearly the fame habits and natu- 
ral inclinations. It feeds upon the ſame ali- 


ments; its fleſh, though drier and leaner than 


that of the hog, is pretty good eating; it is 
improved by caſtration; and, when killed, not 


only the parts of generation mult; be taken in- 


ſtantly away, but alſo the navel on the back, 
with all the glands that contribute to its ſupply. 


If this operation be deferred for only half an 


hour, the fleſh becomes utterly unfit to be 
Eaten. L 
The peccary is W ely numerous in all 
the parts of Southern America. They go in 
herds of two or three hundred together; and 
unite, like hogs, in each other's defence. They 


are 


% 
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are particularly fierce when their young are at- 


tempted to be taken from them, They ſurround 
the-plunderer, attack him without fear, and fre- 


quently make his life pay the forfeit of his raſh- 


neſs. When any of the natives are purſued by 
an herd in this manner, they frequently climb 
a tree to avoid them; while the peccaries gather 
round the root, threaten with their tuſks, and 
their rough briſtles ſtanding erect, as in the hog 
kind, they. aſſume a very terrible appearance. 
In this manner they remain at the foot of the 
tree for hours together; while the hunter is 
obliged to wait patiently, and not without. ap- 
prehenſions, until they think fit to retize. 
The peccary is rather fond of the mountai- 
nous parts of the country, than the lowlands; 
it ſeems to delight neither in the marſhes ngr 


the mud, like our hogs ;. it keeps among the 


woods, where it ſubſiſts upon wild fruits, roots, 
and vegetables; it is alſo an unceaſing enemy to 
the- lizard, the toad, and all the ſerpent kinds, 
with which theſe uncultivated foreſts abound. 


As ſoon as it perceives a ſerpent, or a viper, it 


at once ſeizes it with its fore hoofs and teeth, 
ſkins it in an inſtant, and devours the fleſh. 
This is often ſeen, and may, therefore, be rea- 
dily credited : but as to its applying to a proper 
vegetable immediately after, as an antidote to 
the poiſon of the animal it had devoured, this 
part of the relation we may very well ſuſpect. 

' "The 
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The fleſh, neither of the toad or viper, as every 
done now knows, are poiſonous; and, therefore, 
there is no need of a remedy againſt their ve- 

nom. Ray gives no credit to either part of the 
account ; however, we can have no reaſon to 
diſbelieve that it feeds upon toads and ſerpents; 
it is only the making uſe- of a vegetable anti- 
dote that appears improbable, and which per- 
haps had its riſe in the enn and creculity 

- of the natives. a 

The peccary, like the hog, is very life; 
the young ones follow the dam, and do not ſe- 
parate till they have come to perfection. If 
taken at firſt, they are very eaſily tamed, and 
ſoon loſe all their natural ferocity; however, they 
never ſhew any remarkable ſigns of docility, but 
continue ſtupid and rude, without attachment, 
or even ſeeming to know the hand that feeds 
them. They-only continue to do no miſchief; 
and they may be permitted to run tame, with- 
out apprehending any dangerous conſequences, 
They ſeldom ſtray far from home; they re- 
turn of themſelves to the ſty; and do not 
quarrel] among each other, except when they 
happen to be fed in common. At4uch times, 
they have an angry kind of prowl, much ſtronger 
and harſher than that of an hog ; but they are 
8 ſeldom heard to ſcream as the former, only now 
1 and then, when frighted, or irritated, they have 


x 3 < A 


: 
5 
. 
9 
* 
' 
43 
: * 
71 
[1 
4+ 
1 
F2 
1 
. 
34 
1 ; 
1 
: 
i 74 
. 
, 
« 
: 
it 
: 
: 
j 
' 
# 
iz 
: 
4 
7 
4 
U 
7 
+23 
1 
U 
* 
£ 
. 
2 : 
i 
+ 
N 
" 
66 N 
57 '£ : 
. 
d 
»24 4 
: % 3 : 
” et * 
2 
* 27 
ww 
F 
1 
: : 
BN? 
478 
* 4 > 
41 1 
$$ 
80 
14 
ta i 
2 
: 8 
» FF 
{$4 
3-8 
"x 
* . 
1 
184 
4 
| 8 
A 7 
+ if I 
Th IX 
= & d 
* * 4 
2 i 
+ Bs 
5.4 
: 
: « 
14 
4 
n 
LT) 
- * 
: 
1 
1 
23 #1 
4 & 
8 
x * 
1 
7 
7 » 
SY 
9 : 
% 
1. | 
i 
2 
"nt #5 
„ 


A 
. 
ä : 
l 3 


* 
[INS 


— 1 7 b - - r 
ws 9 ig » * = C 1 * * 
1 — _—_ Pen * 
———— N 
— 2 — ; ͤ aeoo 1k nes. 
& 8 : wer „ 
* 9 * £ 


* 
% DR 
E 
ne 1 
4+ 


* * ? Wt! ' 
1 | = 


000 1 | in 
Mi,” 


0 N 


d alt \ \ i . 


Tor 


. 
> .. 


2 


ne del. 


> 


Let 


Hoo KT 5. 7 ns 


an abrupt angry manner of blowing, like cs. 1 


boar. % ohh 
The peccary, though like the hogs in 7 many 5 
various reſpects, is, nevertheleſs, a very diftin& 
race, and will not mix, nor produce an inter» 
mediate breed. The European hog has been 
tranſplanted into America, and ſuffered to run 
wild among the woods; it is often ſeen o herd 
among a drove of peccaries, but never to breed 


from them. They may, therefore, be conſidered 


as two diſtinct creatures; the hog is the larger, 
and the more uſeful animal; the peccary, more 


feeble and local; the hog ſubſiſts in pnolt parts 


of the world, and in almoſt every climate; the : 


peccary is a native of the warmer regions, and 
cannot ſubſiſt in ours, without ſhelter and aſſiſ- 
tance. It is more than probable, however, that 
we could readily propagate the breed of this 


quadrupede; and that, in two or three genera- 
tions, it might be familiarized to'our climate: 


but as it is inferior to the hog, in every reſpect, 
fo it would be needleſs to admit a new domeſ- 
tic, whoſe ſervices are better ſupplied in the old. 


THE CAPIBARA, oz CABIAL 


THERE are ſome quadrupedes fo entirely 
different from any that we are acquainted with, 
that it is hard to find a well-known animal to 
which to reſemble them. In this caſe; we muſt 
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be content to place them near ſuch as they moſt 
approach i in form and habits, ſo that the reader 
may at once have ſome. idea of the ereature's 
ſhape or diſpoſition, although, perhaps, an in- 
adequate, and a very confuſed one. 

Upon that confuſed idea, however, it will be 
our buſineſs to work; to bring it, by degrees, 
to greater preciſion; to mark out the differences 
of form, and thus give the cleareſt notions that 

words can eaſily convey. The known animal 
is a kind of rude ſketch of the figure we want 
to exhibit; from which, by degrees, we faſhion 
out the ſhape of the creature we deſire ſhould be - 
known; as a ſtatuary ſeldom begins his work 
till the rude outline of the figure is given by 


fome other hand.—In this manner, I have plac- 


ed the Capibara among the hog kind, merely 
becauſe it is more like an hog than any other 
animal commonly known ; and yet, more cloſely 
examined, it will be found to differ in ſome of 


the moſt obvious particulars. - 


The Capibara reſembles an hog of about two 


years old, in the ſhape of its body, and the coarſe- 


neſs and colour of its hair. Like the hog, it 
has a thick ſhort neck, and a rounded briſtly 
back ; like the hog, it is fond of the water and 


marſhy places, brings forth many at a time, and, 


like it, feeds ypon animal and vegetable food. 
But, when examined more nearly, the diffe- 
rences are many and obvious. The head is 

longer, 


nd 
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longer, the eyes are larger, and the ſnout, inſtead 
of being rounded, as in the hog, is ſplit, like 
that of a rabbit or hare, and furniſhed with thick 
ſtrong whiſkers; the mouth is not ſo wide, the 
number and the form of the teeth are different, 
for it is without tuſks : like the peccary, it wants 
a tail; and, unlike to all others of this kind, 
inſtead of a cloven hoof, it is in a manner 
web-footed, and thus. entirely fitted for ſwim- - 
ming and living in the water. The hoofs be- 
fore are divided into four parts; and thoſe be- 
hind into three; between the diviſions, there is 
a prolongation of the ſkin, ſo that the foot, 
when ſpread in n can beat a \ pas 


ſurface of water.. 
As its feet are thus made for 3 0 it is 


ſeen to delight entirely in that element; and 
ſome naturaliſts have called it the Water-hog 
for that reaſon. It is a native of South Amexica, 
and 1s chiefly ſeen frequenting the borders of 
lakes and rivers, like the otter. It ſeizes the fiſh 
upon which it. preys, with its hoofs and teeth, 
and carries them to the edge of the lake, to 
devour them at its eaſe. It Rs alſo upon fruits, 
corn, and ſugar-canes. As its legs are long and 
broad, it is often ſeen. fitting up, like a dog that 
is taught to beg. Its cry more nearly reſembles 
the braying of an als, than the grunting of an 
hog. It ſeldom. goes out, except at night, and 
that alwa;s in company. It never ventures far 
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178 QUVUADRUPEDES OF THE 
from the ſides of the river or the lake in which 


it preys; for as it runs ill, becauſe of the length 
of its feet, and the ſhortneſs of its legs, fo its 
only place of ſafety is the water, into which it 
immediately plunges when purſued, and keeps ſo 
Jong at the bottom, that the hunter ean have no 
hopes of taking it there. The Capibara, even 
in a ſtate of wildneſs, is of a gentle nature, 


and, when taken young, is eaſily tamed. It 
comes and goes at command, and even ſhews an 
attachment to its keeper. Its fleſh is ſaid to 


de fat and tender, but, from the nature of its 


food, it has a fiſhy taſte, like that of all thoſe 


which are bred in the water. Its head, how- 


ever, is faid to be excellent ; and, in this, it re- 
ſembles the beaver, whoſe fore parts afte like 
deln, and the * like the fiſh it feeds on. 


THE ARnes OR 
Jö; 
THE Babyroueffa, is ſtill more remote from 


the hog kind than the capibara; and yet moſt 
travellers who have deſcribed this animal, do not 


ſeruple to call it the Hog of Borneo, whith is an 
iſtand in the (Eaſt Indies, where it is prinei- 
| pally to be found. Probably the animal's figure 


upon the whole moſt reſembles that of the 
hog kind, and may have induced them to rank 
RE TE ? 2 it 
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it among the number: however, when they 
come to its deſcription, they reprefent it as 
having neither the hair, the briſtles, the head, 
the ſtature, nor the tail of an hog. Its legs, we 
are told, are longer, its ſnout ſhorter, its body 
more flender, and ſomewhat reſembling that of 
a ſtag ; its hair is finer, of a grey colour, rather 
 reſerablitg wool than briſtles, and its tail alſo _ 
tufted with the fame. From theſe varieties, | 
therefore, it can ſcarcely be called an hog; and 
yet, in this claſs we muſt be content to rank it 
until its form and nature come to be better 
known. What we at preſent principally diſ- 
tinguiſh it by, are four enormous tuſks, that 
grow out of each jaw; the two largeſt from 
the upper, and the two ſmalleſt from the under. 
The jaw bones of this extraordinary animal are 
found to be very thick and ſtrong; from whence 
theſe monſtrous tuſks are ſeen to proceed, that 
diſtinguiſh it from all other quadrupedes what=- 
ſoever. The two that go from the lower jaw 
are not above a foot long, but thoſe of the up- 
per are above half a yard: as in the boar, they | 
bend circularly, and the two lower ſtand in the 
Jaw as they are ſeen to do in that animal; but 
the two upper rife from the upper jaw, rather 
like horns than teeth; and, bending upwards 
and backwards, ſometimes have their points di- 
rected to the animal's eyes, and are often fatal 


by growing into them. Were it not that the 
I 6 Babyroueſſa 
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Bab yroueſſa has two ſuch large teeth under- 
neath, we might eaſily ſuppoſe the two upper 
to be horns; and, in fact, their ſockets are di- 
rected upwards; for which reaſon Doctor Grew 

was of that opinion. But, as the teeth of both 
jaws are of the fame conſiſtence, and as they 
both grow out of ſockets in the ſame manner, the 
analogy between both is too ſtrong not to fup- 
poſe them of the ſame nature. The upper teeth, 
when they leave the ſocket, immediately pierce 
the upper lips of the animal, and grow as if 
they immediately went from its cheek. The 
tuſks in both jaws are of a very fine ivory, 
ſmoother and whiter than that of the elephant, 
but not ſo hard or ſerviceable. ; 

Theſe enormous tuſks give this animal a very 
formidable appearance; and yet it is thought 
to be much Jeſs dangerous than the wild boar *. 
Like animals of the hog kind, they go together 
in a body, and are often ſeen in company with 
the wild boar, with which, however, they are 
never known to engender. They have a very - 
ftrong ſcent, which diſcovers them to the 
hounds; and, when purſued, they growl dread- 
fully, often turning back upon the dogs, and 
wounding them with the tuſks of the lower jaw, 
for thoſe of the upper are rather an obſtruction" 
than a defence. They run much ſwifter than 


* Buffon, vol, xxv. p. 179. 


the 
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the * and have a more exquiſite ſcent, witd- 
ing the men and the dogs at a great diſtance. 
When hunted cloſely, they generally plunge 
themſelves into the ſea, where they ſwim with 
great ſwiftneſs and facility, diving, and riſing _ 
again at pleaſure; and in this manner they moſt ' 
frequently eſcape their purſuers. Although herce 
and terrible when offended, yet they are peace- 
able and harmleſs when unmoleſted. "They are 
caſily tamed, and their fleſh is good to be eaten; 
but it is ſaid to putrefy in a very ſhort time. 
They have a way of repoſing themſelves diffe- 
rent from moſt other animals of the larger kind; 
which is by hitching one of their upper tuſks 
on the branch of a tree, and then ſuffering their 
whole body to ſwing down at eaſe. Thus ſuſ- 
pended from a tooth, they continue the whole 
night quite ſecure, and out of the reach of ſuch 
animals as hunt them for prey. g 
The Babyroueſſa, though by its teeth and 
tuſks it ſeems fitted for a ſtate of hoſtility, and 
probably is carnivorous, yet, nevertheleſs, ſeems 
chiefly to live upon vegetables and the leaves 
of trees. It ſeldom ſeeks to break into gardens, 
like the boar, in order to pillage the more ſuc- 
Eulent productions of human induſtry, but lives 
remote from mankind, content with coarſer fare 
and ſecurity. It has been ſaid that it was only 
to be found in the iſland of Borneo; but this is 
a miſtake, as it is well known in many other 

| parts, 
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parts, both of Aſia and Africa, as at the Celebes, 
at Eftrila, Senegal, and Madagaſcar x. 
Such are the animals of the hog kind, which 
are not diſtinctly known; and even all theſe, 
as we fee, have been but imperfectly examined, 
or deſcribed. There are ſome others of which 
we have ſtill more imperfect notices; ſuch as 
the Warree, an hog of the iſthmus of Darien, 
deſcribed by Wafer, with large tuſks, ſmall ears, 
and briſtles like a coarſe fur all over the body. 
This, however, may be the European hog, 
-which has run wild in that part of the new 
world, as no other traveller has taken notice of 
the ſame. The Canary boar ſeems different 
from other animals of this kind, by the largeneſs 
of its tuſks ; and, as is judged from the ſkeleton, 
by the aperture of its noſtrils, and the number 
of its grinders. I cannot conclude this account 
of thoſe animals that are thus furniſked with 
enormous tuſks, without obſerving that there is 
a ſtrong conſent between theſe and the parts of = 
generation. When caſtrated, it is well known [ 
that the tuſks grow much ſmaller, and are 
ſcarce ſeen to appear without the lips ; but what : 
is {till more remarkable, is, that in a boar, if the > i 
tuſks by any accident or deſign be broke away, 7 
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the animal abates of its fierceneſs and venery, 9 
and it produces nearly the ſame effect upon its 73 


* Anderſon's Natural Hiſtory of Greenland. 1 
9 
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con as if caſtration had aftually taken 
place *. 5 3 | ; =y 


gr 4 18 
f | 


CHAP. VI. 
Animals of the Cat Kind, 


E have hitherto been: deſeribing a claſs 
vw ol peaceful and harmleſs animals, that 
ſerve as the inſtruments of man's happineſs, ar 
at leaſt that do not openly oppoſe him. We 
come now to a bloody and unrelenting tribe, 
that diſdain. to own his power, and carry on un- 
ceaſing hoſtilities againſt him. All the claſs of 
the cat kind are chiefly diſtinguiſhed by their 
ſharp and formidable claws, which they can hide 
and extend at pleafure. They lead a ſolitary 
ravenous life, neither uniting for their mutual 
defence, like vegetable feeders, nor for their 
mutual ſupport, like thoſe of the dog kind, The 
whole of this cruel and ferocious tribe ſeek their 
food alone; and, except at certain ſeaſons, are 
even enemies to each other. The dog, the wolf, 
and the bear, are ſometimes known to live upon 
vegetable or farinaceous food; but all of the cat 
kind, ſuch as the lion, the tiger, the leopard, 
and the ounce, devour nothing but fleſb, ad 
ſtarve upon any other proviſion. 


P Liſle 8 ; Huſbandry, vol. ii. « P. 329. 
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They are, in general, fierce, rapacious, ſubtle, 


and cruel, unfit for ſociety among each other, 


and incapable of adding to human happineſs. 
However, it is probable that even the fierceſt 
could be rendered domeſtic, if man thought the 
conqueſt worth the trouble. Lions have been 
yoked to the chariots of conquerors, and tigers 


have been taught to tend thoſe herds which 


they are known at preſent to deſtroy; but theſe 
ſervices: are not ſufficient to recompenſe for the 
trouble of their keeping; ſo that ceaſing to be 
uſeful, they continue to be noxious, and be- 
come rebellious ſubjects becauſe not taken 


under equal protection with the reſt of the brute 


creation. 

Other tribes of animals are e claſſed with at. 
ficulty; have often but few points of reſem- 
blance; and, though alike in form, have dif- 
ferent diſpoſitions, and different appetites. But 
all thoſe of the cat kind, although differing in 


ſize, or in colour, are yet nearly allied to each 


other; being equally fierce, rapacious, and art- 


ful; and he that has ſeen one has ſeen all, In 
other creatures there are many changes wrought 


by human aſſiduity; the dog, the hog, or the 


| ſheep, are altered in their natures and forms, 


juſt as the neceſſities or the caprice of mankind 
have found fitting; but all of this kind are in- 
flexible in their forms, and wear the print of 
their natural wildneſs ſtrong upon them. The 
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dogs or cows vary in different countries, but 
lions or tigers are {till found the fame; the very 
colour is nearly alike in all; and the lighteſt 
alterations are ſufficient to make a difference 
in the kinds, and to you the animal a different 
denomination. 

The cat kind are not leſs N for the 
ſharpneſs and ſtrength of their claws, which 
thruſt forth from their ſheath when they ſeize 
their prey, than for the ſhortneſs of their ſnout, 
the roundneſs of their head, and the large 
whiſkers which grow on the upper lip. Their 
teeth alſo, which amount to the number of 
thirty, are very formidable; but are rather cal 
culated for tearing their prey than for chewing 
it; for this reaſon they feed but ſlowly; and 
while they eat, generally continue growling, to 
deter others from taking a ſhare. In the dog 
kind, the chief power lies in the under jaw, 
which is long, and furniſhed: with. muſcles of 
amazing ſtrength; but in theſe the greateſt 
force lies in the claws, which are extended iti 
great eaſe, and their gripe is ſo tenacious that 
nothing can open it. The hinder parts in all 
theſe animals are much weaker than thoſe be- 
fore; and they ſeem leſs made for ſtrength than 
agility. Nor are they endued with the ſwiftneſs 
of moſt other animals; but generally owe their 
ſubſiſtence rather to catching their prey by ſur- 
prize than by hunting it fairly down. They all 

ſeize 
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ſeize it with a bound, at the ſame time expreſ- 
ſing their fierce pleaſure with a roar; and their 
firſt graſp generally diſables the captive from all 
further reſiſtance. With all theſe qualifications 
for ſlaughter, they nevertheleſs ſeem timid and 
cowardly, and ſeldom make an attack, like thofe 
of the dog kind, at a diſadvantage: on the con- 
trary, they fly when the force againſt them is 


ſuperior, or even equal to their own; and the 
lion himſelf will not venture to make a ſecond 
attempt, where he has been once repulfed with 


ſucceſs. - For this reaſon, in countries that are 


tolerably inhabited, the lion is fo cowardly, that 


he is often ſcared away by the cries of wn 
and children. | I 
The cat, which 1s the ſmalleſt animal of this 


kind, is the only one that has been taken under 


human protection, and may be. conſidered as a 
faithleſs friend, brought to oppoſe a ſtill more 
inſidious enemy *. It is, in fact, the only 


animal of this kind whoſe ſervices can more 
than recompenſe the trouble of their education, 


and whoſe ſtrength is not ſufficient to make its 
anger formidable. The lion or the tiger may 


eaſily be tamed, and rendered ſubſervient to 
human command; but even in theis humbleſt, 


* This deſcription is nearly tranſlated from Mr. Buf- 
fon: what is added. by. me, is marked with inverted 
commas. 
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and moſt familiar moments, they are ſtin dan 
gerous; ſince their ſtrength is ſuch, that the 
ſmalleſt fit of anger or Caprice may have dread- 
ful conſequelieds: But the cat, though eaſily 
offended, and often capricious in her reſent- 
ments, is not endowed with powers ſufficient to 
do any great miſchief. Of all animals, when 
young, there is none more prettily playful than 
the kitten; but it ſeems to loſe this diſpoſition 
as it grows old, and the innate treachery of its 
kind is then ſeen to prevail. From being na- 
turally ravenous, education teaches it to diſ- 
guiſe its appetites, and to watch the favourable 

moment of plunder; ſupple, inſinuating, and 

artful, it has learned the arts of concealing its 
intentions till it can put them into execution; 
when the opportunity offers, it at once ſeizes 
upon whatever it finds, flies off with it, and 
continues at a diſtance till it ſuppoſes its offence 
forgotten. The cat has only the appearance of 
attachment; and it may eaſily be perceived, by 
its timid approaches, and ſide-long looks, that it 
either dreads its maſter, or diſtruſts his kind- 
neſs : different from the dog, whoſe careſſes are 
ſincere, the cat is aſſiduous rather for its own 
pleaſure, than to pleaſe; and often gains confi- 
dence, only to abuſe it. The form of its body, 
and its temperament, correſpand with its diſpo- 
ſition; active, cleanly, delicate, and voluptuous, 
it loves its eaſe, and ſeeks the ſofteſt cuſhions to 

f lie 
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lie on. Many of its habits, however, are 
rather the conſequences of its formation, than 
the reſult of any perverſeneſs in its diſpoſition; 
it is timid and miſtruſtful, becauſe its body is 
weak, and its ſkin tender; a blow hurts it in- 
finitely more than it does a dog, whoſe hide is 
thick, and body muſcular : the long fur in which 
the cat is cloathed, entirely diſguiſes its. ſhape, 
which, if ſeen naked, is long, feeble, and ſlen- 
der; it is not to be wondered, therefore, that it 
appears much more fearful of chaſtiſement than 
the dog, and often flies, even when no correc- 
tion is intended. Being alſo the native of the 
warmer climates, as will be ſhewn hereafter, it 
chuſes the ſofteſt bed to lie on, which is Ang 
the warmeſt”? 

The cat goes with young dan days, and 
ſeldom brings forth above five or ſix at a time. 
The female uſually hides the place of her re- 
treat from the male, who is often found to 
devour her kittens. She feeds them for ſome 
weeks with her milk, and whatever ſmall ani- 
mals ſhe can take by ſurprize, accuſtoming 
them betimes to rapine. Before they are a 
year old, they are fit to engender 3 the female 
ſeeks. the male with cries ;. nor is their copu- 
lation performed without great pain, from the 
narrowneſs of the paſſage in the female. They 
live to about the age of ten years; and, during 


that period, pa are extremely vivacious, ſuf- 
Texan 
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fering to be worried a Cl time before * 


die. 
The young kittens are very nee mtu 


amuſing ; but their ſport ſoon turns into malice, 
and they, from the beginning, ſhew a diſpoſi- 

tion to cruelty ;- they often look wiſtfully to- 
wards the cage, ſit centinels at the mouth of a 
mouſe- hole, and, in a ſhort time, become more 
expert hunters, than if they had received the 
inſtructions of art. Indeed, their diſpoſition is 
ſo incapable of conſtraint, that all inſtruction 
would be but thrown away. It is true, that 
we are told of the Greek monks of the iſle of 
Cyprus teaching cats to hunt the ſerpents with 
which the iſland is infeſted; but this may be 
natural to the animal itſelf, and they might have 


fallen upon ſuch a purſuit without any inftruc- 


tion. Whatever animal is much weaker than 
themſelves, is to them an indiſcriminate object 


of deſtruction. Birds, young rabbits, hares, 


rats and mice, bats, moles, toads and frogs, 
are all equally purſued; though not, perhaps, 
equally acceptable. The mouſe ſeems to be 
their favourite game; and although the cat has 
the ſcuſe of imelling in but a mean degree, it, 
nevertheleis, knows thoſe holes in which its 
prey reſides. I have ſeen one of them patiently 


watch an whole day until the mouſe appeared, 


and continue quite motionleſs until it came 
within reach, and chen ſeized: it with a jump. 


Or 
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Of all the marks by which the cat diſcovers its 


natural malignity, that of playing and ſporting 


with its little captivey before killing it e 
is the moſt flagrant. 


The fixed inclination which they POR | 


for this peculiar manner of purſuit, ariſes from 
the conformation- of their eyes. The pupil in 


man, and in moſt other animals, is capable but 


of a ſmall degree of contraction and dilatation ; 
it enlarges a little in the dark, and contracts 
when the light pours in upon it in too great 
quantities. In the eyes of cats, however, this 


contraction and dilatation of the pupil, is ſo 


conſiderable, that the pupil, which by day-light 
appears narrow and ſmall, like the black of 
one's nail; by night expands over the whole 


ſurface of the eye-ball, and, as every one muſt | 


have ſeen, their eyes ſeem on fire. By this 


peculiar conformation, their eyes ſee better in 
darkneſs than light; and the animal is thus 
better adapted for Tos. out and ſurpriſing 


its prey. 
Although the cat is an darbimct of our 


houſes, yet it cannot properly be called a de- 
pendant; although perfectly tame, yet it ac- 
knowledges no obedience; on the contrary, 
it does only juſt what it thinks fit, and no art 
can controul any of its inclinations. In gene- 
ral, it is but half tamed; and has its attach- 
ments rather to the place in which it reſides, 

I than 
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than to rai inhabitant. If the inhabitant quits 


the houſe, the cat ſtill remains; and if carried 


elſewhere, ſeems for a while bewildered. with 
its new ſituation, It muſt take time to be- 
come acquainted with the holes and retreats 
in which its. prey reſides, with all the little 


_ lbyrinths through which they often make good ; 


an eſcape. 
The cat is een fearful of water, of 


cold, and of ill ſmells. It loves to keep in the 


ſun, to get near the fire, and to rub itſelf 


againſt thoſe who carry perfumes. It is ex- 
ceſſively fond of ſome plants, ſuch as vale- 
rian, marum, and cat-mint: againſt theſe it 
rubs, ſmells them at a diſtance, and, at laſt, 
if they be planted in a garden, wears them 
out, b : 
This animal eats lowly, and with difficulty, 
as its teeth are rather made for tearing, than 
chewing its aliments. For this reaſon, it loves 
the moſt tender food, particularly fiſh, which 
it eats as well boiled as raw. Its ſleeping is 
very light; and it often ſeems to ſleep, the 
better to deceive its prey. When the cat walks, 
it treads very ſoftly, and without the leaſt noiſe z 
and as to the neceſſities of nature, it is cleanly 
to the laſt degree. Its fur alſo is uſually ſleek 
and gloſſy; and, for this reaſon, the hair is eaſily 
clerified, ſending forth ſhining bt if rub- 
bed in the dark, 
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The wild cat breeds with the tame s; and, 


therefore, the latter may be conſidered only as 
a variety of the former: however, they differ 


in ſome particulars; ; the cat, in its ſavage ſtate, 
is ſomewhat larger than the houſe- cat; and its 


fur being longer, gives it a greater appearance 
than it really has; its head is bigger, and face 


flatter ; the teeth and claws much more formi- 
dable; its muſcles very ſtrong, as being formed 
for rapine; the tail is of a moderate length, 
but very thick and flat, marked with alternate 
bars of black and white, the end always black; 


the hips, and hind part of the lower joints of the 


leg, are always black; the fur is very ſoft and 


fine: the general colour of theſe animals, in 


England, is a yellowiſh white, mixed with a 
deap grey. Theſe colours, though they appear 


at firſt ſight confuſedly blended together, yet, 


on a cloſe inſpection, will be found to be diſ- 
poſed like the ſtreaks on the ſkin of the tiger, 
pointing from the back downwards, riſing from 
a black lift, that runs from the head, along 
the middle of the back, to the tail. This animal 
is found in our larger woods; and is the moſt 
deſtructive of the carnivorous kinds in this 


kingdom. It inhabits the moſt mountainous 


and woody parts of theſe iſlands, living moſtly 
in trees, and feeding only by night. It often 


* Britiſh Zoology. 


$ happens, 


4 


happens; that the'fernales of the tame kind go 
into the woods to ſeek” mates among the wid 
ones. It ſhould ſeem chat theſe, however, 
are not original inhabitants of this Kingdom, 
but were introduced*firſt- in a domeſtic fate, 
and afterwards became wild in the woods; by 1 
uſage or neglect. Certain it is, the eat was an 


animal much higher in eſteem among our 


anceftors than it is at preſent. By the laws off 


Howel, the price of a kitten, before it could £ 
ſee, was to be a penny; till it caught a mouſe, ; 
two pence; and, when it commericed mouſer, 
four pence: it was required, beſides, that it 
ſhould. be perfect in its ſenſes of hearing and 
ſeeing, be a good mouſer, have the claws whole, 
and be a good nurſe,” If it failed in any of 


theſe qualities, the ſeller was to forfeit to the 


buyer the third part of its value. If any one 
ſtole or killed the cat that guarded the princess 
granary, he was to forfeit a milch ewe, its 
fleece and lamb, or as much whieat as; when 
poured on the cat ſuſpended by tlie tail (the 
head touching the floor) would form an heap 
high enough to cover the tip of the former. 


From hence we diſcover, beſides a picture of 
the ſimplicity of the times, a ſtrong argument 
that cats were not naturally * bred in our fo- 
reſts. An animal that could be fo eaſily 
taken, could never have been rated ſo highly; 
and the precautions laid down to improve 

Vor. III. K the 
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the. breed, would have been ſuperfluous: i ins aa 
creature that multiplies to mee. 
gree. 
« In our climate, eee li 
of. the wildem: 3 and, from the: acgennes ofen 
differences in this. amine inopll cParts-of:; 
the world. The. greateſt;-diffgrence;:.indeedy:. 
between the wild and the tame cat, is rather to- 
be found internally than in their outward form. 
Of all other quadrupedes, the wild cat is per- 
haps, that whoſe inteſtines are proportionahly 
the ſmalleſt- and the ſhorteſt. The inteſtines 
of the ſheep, for inſtance, unravelled out, and 
meaſured. according to their length, will be 
found to be above thirty times the length of its 
body ; whereas, the wild cat's inteſtines, being 
meaſured. out, will not be found above three 
ing difference; but we may account for it, from 
the nature of the food in the two animals; the 
one living upon vegetables, which requires a 
longer, and a more tedious preparation, before 
they can become a part of its body; the other 
living upon fleſh, which requires very little 
ſubſtance of the creature that feeds upon it. 
The one, therefore, wanted a long canal, for 
properly digeſting and ſtraining its: food; the 
other. but a hort one, as the food is already 
prepared 
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pre) Maſi pam ke ulüall Tebtetibns However, 
much um remains bent? He inte Isg 


of the wild cat ate,” by ont third, ſhotter ar 


— of tlie tame. How can we acebünt for 

is? If we ſay that the domeſtic” cat, living 
9 more nouriſhing and more plentiful” pto- 
viſion, has its inteftines'chlarged to'the quantity 


wich which it is ſupplied,” we hall” find tis 


obſervation contradictẽd in the wild boat and 
the wolf, whoſe inteltines are e as long as "ole" 
vage life, and, like the wild cat, are fed by ple 
carious ſubſiſtentèe. The ſhortneſs, therefore; 
of the wild catꝰs inteſtines, is ſtill unaccountec 
for; and moſt naturaliſts coſider the difficulty 


as inextricable: We mitt" leave it, therefore, 


as onè of thoſe diffeulties which future obſerva= 
tion or actidenit are moſt likely to diſcover. 
This animal is one of thoſe few which are 
common” to the new'continent®” as well as the 
old. When Chriſtopher Columbus firſt diſco- 
vered that country, an hunter brouglit him 
one © which he had diſcovered in the Woods: 
it was of the ordinary ſize, the tail very long 
and thick. They were common alſo in Peru, 
although they were not rendered domeſtic. They 
are well known alfo in ſeveral parts of Africa, 


and many parts of Afta.” In ſome of theſe coun- 


tries they are of a peculiar colour, and inclining 
to blue. In Perſia, Pietro della Valle informs 
. us, 


N 
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us, that there i is a kind of cat, particularly i in the 
province of Chorazan, of the figure and form of 
the ordinary one, but infinitely more beautiful 
in the luſtre and colour of its ſkin. It is of a grey 
blue, without mixture, and as ſoft and ſhining 
as ſilk, The tail is very long, and covered with 
hair ſix inches long, which the animal throws 
upon its back, like the ſquirrel. Theſe cats are 
well known in France; and have been brought 
over into England, under the name of the blue 
cat, which, however, i is not their colour. 
Another variety of this animal is called by us 
the lion cat; or, as others more properly term 
it, the Cat of Angora. Theſe are larger than 
the common cat, and even than the wild one. 
Their hair is much longer, and hangs about 
their head and neck, giving this creature the 
appearance of a lion. Some of theſe are white, 
and others of a dun colour. Theſe come from 
Syria and Perſia, two. countries which are noted 
for giving a long ſoft hair to the animals which 
are bred in them. The ſheep, the goats, the dogs 
and the rabbits of Syria, are all remarkable for the 
fine gloſſy length and ſoftneſs of their hair; but 
particularly the cat, whoſe nature ſeems to be 


fo inflexible, conforms to the nature of the cli- 


mate and ſoil, loſes its ſavage colour, which it 
preſerves almoſt in every other part of the 
world, and aſſumes the moſt beautiful appear- 


ance. There are ſome other varieties in this 
animal, 
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animal, but rather in colour than in form; and, 
in lat, it may be remarked, that the cat; 
when” carried into other countries,' alters but 
very little, ſtill preſerving, Its natural emp: 
man and eee e 3 
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THE influence of climate upon mankind is 


very ſmall *; he is found to ſubſiſt in all parts 
of the earth, as well under the frozen poles, as 
beneath the torrid zone: but in animals, ns | 
climate may be conſidered as congenial, and a 


kind of ſecond nature. They almoſt. all have 


$ 


their particular latitudes, beyond which they are 
unable to ſubſiſt; either periſhing with a mo- | 


derate cold, or dying for want of 'a frozen air, ; 


even in a temperate climate. The rein-deer is 


never ſeen to depart from the' icy fields of the 
north; and, on the contrary, the lion degene- 
rates, when taken from beneath the line. The 
| whole earth is the native country of man; but 
all inferior animals have each their own pecu- | 


liar diſtricts. 


Moſt terreſtrial idle are found | ite 
hercer, and Rrangers 1 in the warmer r than 1 in the 


770 This deſcription i is 0 a fron! Mr. Buf- 


fon: ſuch parts as are added from others, I have mark= 
ed with e commas. 
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758 
i They. are als 


old or .. temperate cli. 


more courageous and enterprizing ; 3 all, their 


diſpoſitions ſeeming to, partake of the axdour 
of their natiye ſoil. The lion, 3 under 
| the burning ſun of Africa, is, of all others, the 
moſt terrible, the moſt undaunted. The wolf 
or the dog, inſtead of attempting t to rival him, 
ſcarce deſerye-to attend his motions, or became 
his providers. Such, however, of theſe ani- 
mals, 38 are. bred i in a more temperate climate, 
or towards the tops. of cold and lofty moun- 
tains, are far more gentle, or, to ſpeak more 
properly, far leſs dangerous than thoſe bred in 
the torrid vallies beneath. The lions of Mount 
Atlas, the tops of which are covered in eternal 
a ſows, have. neither the ſtrength nor the: fera- 
city of the lions gf Bildulgerid or Zaara, where 
the plains are covered with, burning ſands. It 
is particularly, in theſe frightfyl deſerts, that thoſe 
enormous and terrible. beaſts. are found, that ſeem 
to be the ſcourge and the terror of the neigh- 
bouring kingdoms. Happily, indeed, the ſpecies 
is not very numerous; And it ſeems to be di- 
miniſhing daily; for thoſe who have travelled 


through theſe, countries, af. ure us, that there are 


by no means ſo many there at preſent, as were 
known formerly; and Mr. Shaw obſerves, that 
the Romans carried fifty times as many liens 
from Lybia, in one year, to combat in their 
amphitheatres, as are to be found in the whole 


country 
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country at His time. Phe lame remarle malle 
With regard t Tatky,; to! Perſia, und e In- 
dies; Where the lions are found toldinnniſh in 
their numbers everyday. Nor is it diſfeult to 
uſſign the cauſe· of this diminutien zt is Obi 
-ous that it cannot be owing tot the enerenſe f 
the force of other quudrupedes, ſinee they are 
all inferior to the lion, and, confequently,m- 
ſtead of leſſening the number, only tend to en- 
ereaſe the fupplies- en 4vhith they fübfiſt; it 
müſt, therefore, be ocehſtoned by the enereaſe 
- of mankird, ho ist the: only arnrmal in nature 
- expable of making head aguinſt theſe tyratts of 
the foreſt, and preventing tneir enereaſe. Fhe 
arms even of an'Hottentdt or a Negroe make 
chem more tha matth for this powerful erea- 
ture; and they ſeldom take tlie attack, With 
out coming off victorious. Their uſuab manner 
is to find out his retreat, ard, With ſpeurs head- 
ed with iron, to provoke him to the combat: 
four men are confideredas ſufficĩent᷑ for * 
counter; and he againſt whomi the lien ff 
receives him upon his ſpear, white the We 
attack him behind; the Jion, "finding himſelf 
wounded in the rear, turns that way, ad thus 
gives the man he fifſt attacked an opportunity 
to recover. In tis: matmep they attack hi on 
all fides; until, at laſt, they entirely diſable, ard 
then diſpatch him. This ſuperiority im the num- 
bers, and the arts of man, that are fuftcient to 
K 4 conquer 
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conquer the lion, ſerye alſo to enervate and diſ- 
courage him; for he is brave only in propor- 


tion to the ſucceſs of his former encounters. 


In the vaſt deſerts of Zaara, in the burning 
ſands that lie between Mauritania and Negro- 


land, in the uninhabited countries, that lie to 


the north of Cafraria, and, in general, in 
all the deſerts of Africa, where man has not 


fixed his habitation, the lions are found in great | 
numbers, and preſerye their natural courage and 
force. Accuſtomed to meaſure their ſtrength. 


with every animal they meet, the habit of con- 
quering renders them intrepid and terrible. 
Having never experienced the dangerous arts 
and combinations of man, they have no appre- 
henſions from his power. They boldly face 
him, and ſeem to brave the force of his arms. 
Wounds rather ſerve to provoke their rage 
than repreſs their ardour. They are not daunt- 


ed even with the oppoſition of numbers; a 


ſingle lion of the deſert often attacks an en- 
tire caravan ; and, after. an obſtinate combat, 
when he finds himſelf overpowered, inſtead of 
flying, he continues to combat, retreating, and 
ſtill facing the enemy till he dies. On the con- 
trary, the lions which inhabit the peopled coun- 
tries of Morocco or India, having become ac- 
quanted with human power, and experienced 
man's ſuperiority, have loſt all their courage, 


ſo as to be ſcared away with a ſhout; and ſel- 
dom 


2 
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dom attack any but the unreſiſting flocks or 
herds, which even Weinen Oy | children are Guts 
ficient to protect. e 
This alteration in the lion? 8 ande ſuf: - 
Bien ſhews that he might eaſily be tamed, 
and admit of a certain degree of education, 
« In fact, nothing is more common than for 
the keepers of wild beaſts to play with this 
animal, to pull out his tongue, and even to 
chaſtiſe him without 'a cauſe. He ſeems to 
bear it all with the utmoſt compoſure; and 
we very rarely have inſtances of his revenging 
theſe unprovoked fallies of 1 impertinent cruelty. 
However, when his anger is at laſt excited, 
the conſequences are terrible. Labat tells us 
of a gentleman who kept a lion in his cham- 
ber, and employed a ſervant to attend it; who, 
as is uſual, mixed his blows with careſſes. This 
ill judged aſſociation continued for ſome time; 
till one morning the gentleman was awakened 
by a noiſe in his room, which at firſt, he could 
not tell the cauſe of; but drawing the curtains, 
he perceived an horrid ſpectacle; the lion 
growling over the man's head, which he had 
ſeparated from the body, and toſſing it round the 
floor. He immediately, therefore, flew into the 
next room, called to the people without, and 
had the animal ſecured from doing further 
miſchief.” However, this ſingle account is 
not fuſkcien to weigh againſt the many in- 
K 5 ſtances 
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ances we every day ſee of this creature's 
gentleneſs and ſubmiſſian. He is often -bred 
up with other domeſtic animals, and is ſeen. to 
play innocently and familiarly among them; 
and, if it ever happens that his natural ferocity 
returns, it is ſeldom exerted againſt his bene- 

actors. As his paſſions are ſtrong, and his ap- 
petites vehement, one ought not to preſume 
that the impreſſions of education will always 
prevail; ſo that it Would be dangergus in ſueh 
circumſtances to ſuffer him to remain too long 
without Food, or to pexſiſt in irritating and 
abuſing him: however, numberleſs accounts 
aſſure us that his anger is nohle, his courage 
magnanimous, and his diſpaſition grateſul. He 
has been often ſeen to deſpiſe contemptible 
enemies, and pardon their inſults when it was 
in his power to puniſh them. He has been ſeen 
to ſpare the lives af ſuch as were thrawn to be 
devoured by him, to live peaceably with them, 
to afford them a part of his ſubliſtenee, and 
ſometimes to want foed himſelf rather than de- 
prive them of that life Which his gearobty had 
ns 

It may alſo be aid that the lion is not cruel, 
bars he is ſo only from neceſſity, and never kills 
more than he conſumes. When fatiated, he is 
perfectly gentle; while the tiger, the wolf, and 
all the inferior kinds, ſuch as the fox, dee 
cats and * Kill without remarſe 


A 


Care Rina A 203 


fierce: ** by their indiſcrinut- 
nate ſlaughter, ſeem rather to * nn 
lLignity than their hunger... 
Ihe outward form of the „„ ſpeak 
his internal generoſity. His figure is ſtricing, 
this look confident and . bolt, his gait proud, and 
his voice terrible. His ſtature is not over- 
grown, like that of the elephant, or rhineceros; 
nor is his ſhape clumſy, like that of the lippo- 
potamos, or the ox. It. is compact, well-pro- 
portioned, and ſiaeable; a perfect model of 
ſtrength joined with agility. It is muſeular and 
bold, neither charged with fat or unagceſfary 
fleſh. It is ſuffieient but to ſee him in order to 
be aſſured of his ſuperior force. | His large 
head ſurrounded with-a dreadful mane; all thoſe 
-muſcles that appear under the ſłin ſwelling with 
the ſlighteſt exertions; and the great breadth of 
his paws, with the thickneſs: of his limbs, plainly 
evince that no other animal in the foreſt s ca- 
pable of oppoſing him. Ie has a very broad 
faee that, as ſome have imagined, reſembles the 
human. It is ſurrounded with very long hair, 
which gives it a very majeſtic air. The top of 
the head, the temples, the checks, the under 
jaw, the neck, the breaſt, the ſhoulder, the hin- 
der part of the legs, and the belly, are furniſhed 
with it, while all the reſt of the body is covered 
with very ſhort hair, of a tayny colour. The 
length of che hair in many parts, ad the ſhort- 
K 6 neſs 
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neſs of it in others, ſerves a good deal to dif- 
guiſe this animal's real figure. The breaſt, for 
Inſtance, appears very broad, but in reality it is 
as narrow and contracted in proportion as that 
of the generality of dogs and horſes. For the 
ſame reaſon, the tail ſeems to be of an equal 
tlickneſs from one end to the other, on account 
of the inequality of the hair with which it is 
encompaſſed; it being ſhorter near the inſertion, 
where the fleſh and bones are large, and grow- 
ing longer in porportion as its real thickneſs 
leſſens towards the point, where it ends in a tuft, 
The hair about the neck and breaſt is not dif- 
ferent from that on the reſt of the body, except 
in the length of it; nor is each hair pointed as 
in moſt other animals, but of an equal thick- 
neſs from one end to the other. The neck is 
very ſtrong, but not compoſed of one ſolid bone, 
as Ariſtotle has imagined; on the contrary, 
though very ſhort and muſcular, it has as many 
bones as the camel or the horſe ; for it is uni- 
verſal to all quadrupedes to have ſeven joints in 
the neek; and not one of them have either 
more or leſs. However, the muſcles in the 
neck of the lion, that tye the bones together, 
are extremely ſtrong, and have ſomewhat the 
appearance of bones; ſo that ancient authors, 
who have treated of this animal, have miſtaken 
the whole for a ſingle bone. Fhe tongue is 
rough, and beſet with prickles as hard as a cat's 
claws; 
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claus; theſe have the grain turned backwar 
ſo that it is probable'a hon, if it ſhould attempt 
to lick a man's hand; as we are töld it ſome- 
times does, would tear off the fkin. The eyes 
are always bright and fiery; nor even in death 
does this terrible look forſake them. In ſhort, 
the ſtructure of the paws, teeth, eyes, and 
tongue, are the ſame as in a cat; and alſo in the | 
inward parts theſe two animals fo nearly 'refem- 
ble each other, that the anatomiſ 2 Ni diltine- 
tion ariſes merely from the ſize .. 
The lion has, as was obſerved before a large 
mane, which grows every year longer as the 
animal grows older: the lioneſs is without this 
ornament at every ape. This mane is not coarſe 
or rough as in an horſe, but compoſed of the 
ſame hair with the reſt of the body, lengthened 
and ſhining. The mane, as well as the reſt of 
the body, is of a yellow colour z'nor is there 
ever any difference to be found in the colour 
of one lion from that of another. What the 
ancients might have faid concerning black 
lions, or white, or ſtreaked like the tiger, is 
not confirmed by modern experience ; fo that 
theſe varieties have never I feen, or exiſt no 
longer. Au 5: 9A > 3014 e 
Tt is uſually uppoſed that the lion is not poſ- 
ſeſſed of the ſenſe of ſmelling f in fuch perfection 
as moſt other animals. It is alſo obſerved, that 
too ſtrong a light greatly incommodes him. 


* 
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This is more. than prabable from theformation | 

of his eyes, which, like thoſe of the cat, ſeem 
| fitted for ſeeing · beſt. in. the. dark. For: this rea- 
ſon, he ſeldom appears in open day, but ravages 
chiefly by night; and not only the lion, but all 
other animals of the cat kind, are kept off by 
the fires which the. inhabitants light to preſarye 
their herds and flocks; the brightneſs of the 


flame dazales their eyes, Which are only. fitted 


for: ſeeing in the dark; and they are afraid to 
venture dlindly into thoſe places which they 
know to be filled with their enemies. © Tt is 
egually true of all this Kind, that they hunt ra- 
ther by the ſight than the ſmell; and it ſome- 
times happens that the lion purſues either the 

or the wild dog, while they are hunting 
upon the ſcent; and, when they have run the 
beaſt down, he comes in, and monepolizes the 
ſpoil. From hence, probably, may have ariſen 
the ſtory of the. lion's provider: theſe little in- 
duſtrious animals may oſten, it is trus, provide 
a feaſt for the lion; but they havechunted merely 
for themſelves, and he is. an unwelcome intruder 
upon the fruits of their toil. . 

The lion, when hungry, boldly eie all - 
animals that come in his way; but, as he is 
very formidable, and as they all feek to avoid 
him, he is often obliged to hide, in order to take 
them by ſurprize. For this purpoſe he crouches 
5 $ long 
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long graſs, Which is found in many parts of 
the foxeſt; in his retreat he continues, With 
patient expectation, until his pray. comes within 
a proper diſtance, and he then dprings aſter it, 
it at the firſt bound. If he miſſes the effort, 
ſeize his prey he continuss motionleſs far a 
time, ſesms to he very ſſenſihle of his diſappoint- 
ment, and waits for a more ; ſucceſsful onportu· 
nity. In the deſerts and faraſts, his moſt uſual 
prey are the gazelles and the monkeys, with 
which the 4orrid regions abound. The latter 


ground, for he -cangat climb trees like the Gat 
or the tiger. Ne deveurs a great deal at a time, 
and generally ills himſelf for two or three dass 

to come. His teeth ate ſo ſtrong that he very 
eaſily rr ſwallows them with 
the reſt of the body. It is reported that he 
ſuſtains hunger a . time, but thirſt he 
cannot ſupport in an equal degree, his tempera- 
ment being extremely hat; ſome haue even 
aſſerted that he is in a (continual fever. He 
drinks as oſten as he meets with Water, lapping 
it like a eat; which, as we know, drinks hut 
fowly. He generally requires about ſiſtaan 
pounds of raw fleſh in a days-he-prefers-that af 
live animals, and particularly thoſe which he bas 
juit killed. He ſeldam devours the bodies of 
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Aist when they begin to putrif; and he 
chuſes rather to hunt for a freſh ſpoil, than to 
return to that which he had half devoured be- 
fore. However, though he uſually feeds upon 
freſh proviſion, his breath is very eee I 
his urine inſupportable. ee e — 
The roaring of the lion is ſo loud, that TI 
i is heard in the night, and re- echoed by the 
mountains, it reſembles diſtant thunder. This 
roar is his natural note; for when enraged he 
has a different growl, which is ſhort, broken, 
and” reiterated. - The roar is a deep hollow 
growl,” which he ſends forth five or ſix times 
a day, particularly before rains. The cry of 
anger is much louder, and more formidable. 
This is always excited by oppoſition; and upon 
thoſe occaſions, when the lion ſummons up all 
his terrors for the combat, nothing can be more 
terrible. He then laſhes his ſides with his long 
tail, whieh alone is ſtrong enough to lay a man 
level. He moves his mane in every direction; 
it ſeems to riſe and ſtand like briſtles round 
his head; the ſkin and muſcles of his face are 
all in agitation; his huge eye-brows half cover 
his glaring eye-balls; he diſcovers his teeth, 
which are formed rather for deſtruction than 
chewing his food; he ſhews his tongue covered 
with points, and extends his claws, which ap- 
pear almoſt as long as a man's fingers. Pre- 
pared in this manner for war, there are few ani- 
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mals that will venture co engage him ; and even 
the boldeſt of the human kind are daunted at 
his approach. »The elephant, the chin 


the tiger, and the higpopotamos, are the on 
animals that are nn to make Owe” 
ſition. a none 

MM Nees ee ee e — 
wild boar, if provoked, will ſhun" the combat; 


they do not ſeæk the lion to attack, but will 
not fly at his approach; they wait his onſet, 
which he ſeldom makes, unleſs compelled by 
hunger; they then exert all their ſtrengtii, and 
are ſometimes. ſucceſsful. We are told of ithe 


combat of a lion and a wild boar, in a meadow 
near Algiers, which! continued for a long time 


with incredible obſtinacy. At laſt, both were : 
| ſeen to fall by the wounds they had given each 
other; and the ground all about them was co 


vered with their blood. Theſe inſtances, how. 
ever, are very rare, for the lion is in general the 
undiſputed maſter of the foreſt. Man is the 
only creature; that attacks him with almoſt cer- 
tain ſucceſs, with the afliftance of dogs and 
horſes, which are trained to the purſuit. ' Thete 
animals that, in a ſtate of nature, would have 
fled from the preſence. of the lion, in an agony 
of conſternation, when conſcious of the affiſtance 


of man, become purſuers in turn, and boldly 


hunt their natural tyrant. The dogs are al- 
of the large breed; and the horſes them- 
ſelves, 
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elves, as Gaſner aſſures us, muſt" be of chat 
fort called Charoſſi, or lion eyed, All others of 


| this kind flyingnat the: ſight of che lion, wed 
 -endeavouring.to:throw-their riders. When the 


Lion is rouzed, he recedes withia flew proud 
motion; he never goes off directly forward 
nor meaſures his paces equally, but takes an 
oblique oourſe, going from one ſide to the other, 
and pounding rather ahan running. When the 
Hunters approach him, they eicher ſhoot or 
throw their javelins; and-in this manner diſable 
Him before he is attacked: by the dogs, many of 
rhom he would other wiſe deſtroy. He is very 


Wiracious, and as never killed e but con- 


tinues to fight adeſperately, even ufter he! has 
„ een een bla. Ne is o taken by 
-drget gia deep hole inthe 


anni; mee it flightly over with ftieks 


Andaearth; which, however, give way beneath 


his weight, and che finks to the bottom, from 
wrhence he has no means of -efoape. - But the 
moſt uſual manner of taking this animal is 
turhile a cub, and incapable of reſiſtance. The 
place near the den of the lioneſs is generally 
well knoum by the greatneſs of her depredations 


von that occaſion; the natives, therefore, watch 


the time of ber abſence, and, aided by a wilt 
Horſe, carry” :off her cubs; Which they fall 
to ſtrangers, or to the great men of their 
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Ta while. 3 by 
hunting in the foreſt, at the greateſt, diſtange 
from any human habitation; and ſeldom quits 
this retreat , while able to. ſuhſiſt. hy his natural 


induſtry; ; hut chen he becomes, old, apd-unfit 


for the purpoſes of ſuxpriae, he bolilly mes 
down. into places more frequented, attacks the 
flocks and herds that take ſhelter near the habi- 
tation of. the, ſhepherd. or the huſbandman, and 


depends rather upon his courage than his address 


for ſupport. It is remarkable, however, that 
when he makes one of, theſe deſperate ſallies, if 
he finds men and quadrupedes. in the fame field, 
he only. attacks .the latter, and never meddles 
with meg, unleſs they provoke him to engage. 
It is obſerved that he prefers. the fleſh, of gamels 
to any other food; he is likewiſe. ſaid to: he 
fond of that of, young elepbanty ; [theſe he aten 
attacks before their trunk is yet grown; and, 
unleſs, the old clephant.comes to their alliſtance, 
he makes them. an eaſy prey. 
Ihe lion, is texrihle . but 
particularly at thoſe. ſeaſons hen he is, incited 
by deſire, or when the female has brought forth. 
It is then that the lioneſs is ſeen followed. by 
eight or ten males, ho. fight, moſt bloody: hat- 
tles among each other, till ane of them becomes 
victorious. ver all the reſt. She. is aid to bring 
forth in ſprigg, and to produce hut once a year. 
Wich reſpect to the, timę of geſtation, _ 
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Laliſts have been divided, ſome aſſerting that the 


lioneſs went with young ſix months, and others 


but two. The time alſo of their growth and 


their age have hitherto been left i in obſcurity; 
ſome affecting; that they acquired their full 
growth in three years, and others that they 

required a longer period to come to perfection; 
ſome faying (and among this number is Mr. 
Buffon) that they lived to but twenty, or twenty 


two years at moſt; others making their lives 


even. of ſhorter duration.” All thefe doubts are 
now reduced to certainty; for we have had 


ſeveral of theſe animals bred in the Tower; ſo 


that the manner of their copulation, the time of 
their geſtation, the number they bring forth, 
and the time they take to come to perfection, 

are all pretty well known. Although the len 


emits his urine backwards, yet he couples in the 


ordinary manner; and, as was ſaid before, his 
internal ſtructure in almoſt every reſpect reſem- 
bles that of a cat. The lioneſs, however, is 
upon theſe occaſions/ particularly. fierce, and 
often wounds the lion in a terrible manner. 
She goes with young, as I am aſſured by her 
keeper, no more than five months; the young 
ones, which are never more than two in number, 
when brought forth are about the ſize of a large 
pug dog, harmlefs, pretty, and playful; th 

continue the teat for twelve months, and the 
brand is more than five years in coming to 
| perfection. 


CAT KAR A 1 * 213 


perſeltion As to its age, from its impriſoned 
9 we can have no certainty; ſince it is very 
probable that, being deprived; of its natural eli- f 
mate, food, and exercile, its life muſt be very ff 
much abridged. However, / naturaliſts” have 
hitherto been greatly miſtaken as to the length 
of its exiſtence. The great he- lion, called 
Pompey, which died in the year 1760, was 
known to have been in the Tower for above 
ſeventy years; and one lately died there, which 
was brought from the river Gambia, that died 
above ſixty- three. The lion, therefore, is a 
very long-lived animal; and, very probably, in 
his native foreſts, his age exceeds even * of 
man himſelf.“ | 
In this 5 all the W even . this 
moſt gentle. kind, are in exceſs, but particu- 
larly the attachment of the female to her ybung. 
The lioneſs, though naturally leſs ſtrong; leſs 
courageous, and. leſs miſchievous than the lion, 
becomes terrible when ſhe, has got young ones 
to provide for. She then makes her incurſions 
with even more intrepidity than the lion him- 
ſelf; ſhe throws herſelf indiſeriminately among 
men and other animals; deſtroys without diſ- 
tinction; loads herſelf with the ſpoil, and 
brings it home reeking to her cubs; whom ſne 
accuſtoms betimes to cruelty and ſlaughter. 
She uſually brings forth 1 in the moſt retired and 
inacceſſible places; and * the Wan 
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her retreat diſcovered,” often hides her tracks 


; by running back her ground, or by bruſhing 


them out with her tail! She ſometimes alſo; 


when her apprehenſions are great, tranſports 
then from one plaee to another; and, if . 


ſtructed, defends them with determined con- 
rage; and fights to tlie laſt. 

The lion — 
zone; and, as wus- ſaid; is always moſt for- 
midable there: nevertheleſs} he can ſubfiſt in 
more temperate ch mates; and there was a time 
when even the ſouthern parts of Europe were 
infeſted by him. At preſent, he is only found 
in Afriea and the Eaſt- Indies; in ſome of which 
countries he grows to an enormous height;* 
The lion: of Blidulgerid is ſaid to be nearly five 
feet high, and between nine and ten feet from 
the: tip: of the noſe tothe inſertion of the tail. 
We have in the Tower, at preſent, one of 
above four feet high, that was brought from 
Morocto, which is the largeſt” that for ſome 
tas pelt. hu beer len- in Eürope: The bre 
dinary fize is between tlifer and four feet; the 
female being in alhi her ditrenſtons about one 
third leſs: than the male. There are no lions 
in- America; the Puma, which has received the 
name of the American Lien; is, when compared, 
a very eontemptible animal, having neither the 
ſbapeß the ſiach nor the mine of the lion; being 
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for its prey, to ſubſiſt . rathtr by its 


than its courage, ne, 7 A 


animal. that goes by the name of the Americans 


Tiger. . We ought not, therefore,;to,confounts, | 


this little treacherbus creature with the lion, 


which, all thie ancients have concurrediindenos 


minating. the king of beaſts, and which they 
have deſcribed} as brave and mereiſul. In- 
deed, the numerous accounts which they have 


given us of this. animab's generoſity and tender- 


neſs, ſhew-that; there muſt be ſome foundation 


far the general belief of its good qualities; for 


mankind ſeldom err when they are all found to 
unite in the ſame ſtory. However, perhapsg: 
the caution; of Ariſtophanesz the» comic poets 

is. better-followed-in practice, ve adviſes us ta» 
have nothing to do-: with thivi<crantatrey: n 
let the Bae own 17 124 
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| much ſmoother, and ſhines with greater bright- 
neſs, than even that of the leopard; the extreme 
blackneſs of the ſtreaks with which he is mark 
al, and che bright yellow colour of the ground 
which they diverſify, at once ſtrike tlie beholder. 
Fo this beauty of colouring is added an ex- 
tremely elegant form, much larger indeed than 
that of the leopard, but more ſlender: more deli- 
cate, and beſpeaking the moſt: extreme ſwiftneſs 
and agility. Unhappily, however, this animal's 
diſpoſition is as miſchievous as its form is ad- 
mirable, as if Providence was willing to ſhew 
the ſmall value of beauty, by beſtowing it on 
the moſt noxious of quadrupedes. We have, 
at preſent, one of theſe animals in the Power, 
which to the view appears the moſt good-na- 
tured and harmleſs creature in the world; its 
phyſiognomy is far from fierce or angry; it has 
not the commanding ſtern countenance of the 
lion, but a gentle placid air; yet for all this it 
is fierce and ſavage beyond meaſure; neither 
correction can exif it, nor ee can 
| ta me.“ \ 
The chief SI moſt a diſtinRion in 
the tiger, and in which it differs from all others 
of the mottled kind, is in the ſhape of its co- 
lours, which run in ſtreaks or bands in the fame 
direction as his ' ribs, from the back down to 
the belly. The leopard, the panther, and the 
2 are all. * covered "_ this animal, 
tory but 
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"but with this Ac that their colours are 
broken in ſpots all over the body; 1 whereas i in 
the tiger they ſtreteh lengthwiſe, and there is 
gears a round ſpot to be found on his kin. | 
Beſides this, there are other obſervable diſtint- | 
tions: the tiger is much larger, and often found 7 
bigger even than the lion himſelf: it is much 1 
ſlenderer alſo in proportion to its ſize; its legs RB 
ſhorter, and its neck and" body longer, In | 
ſhort, of all other animals, it moſt reſembles iN 
the cat in ſhape; ; and, if we conceive the latter 
magnified to a very great degree, we hall have 2 5 1 | 
tolerable idea of the former, 1099.9 3 
In clafling carnivorous animals, we may hs: 
the lion foremboft *; and immediately after him 
follows the tiger, which ſeems to partake of al! 
the noxious qualities of the lion, without ſhar- 
ing any of his good ones. To pride, courage, 
and ſtrength, the lion joins greatneſs, clemency, 
and generoſity; but the tiger is fierce without 
provocation, and cruel without neceſſity. The 
lion ſeldom ravages except when excited by 
hunger; the tiger, en the contrary, though. 
glutted with ſlaughter, is not ſatisfied, ſtill con- 
tinues the carnage, and ſeems to have its cou- 
rage only inflamed by not finding reſiftance. In 
falling f in among a flock Or an my it Hee? no WS. 


a. A Wy: s * 
e EIS —— 
. 5 dc: a, LP TY 3 


3 bp n bf SU EPA Tn; 
„ AE re ME EI TEN 
r 8 » 


— v9» a9 
— 


* The. remainder of this deſcription 3 is taken from Mr. - 
Buffon » except where marked with commas... 


* _ 


218 ANIMALS OFT THE 
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quarter, but levels all with indiſeriminate cruel- 
ty, and ſcarce finds time to appeaſe its appetite, 
vile intent upon ſatisfying the malignity of its 
It thus becomes the ſcourge of the 


nature. 
country where it is found; it fears neither the 
threats nor the oppoſition of mankind; the 
beaſts both wild and tame fall equally a ſa- 


crifice to its inſatiable fury; the young elephant 
and the rhinoceros become equally its prey, and 


it not anbte quent y vf to attack the ian 
himſelf. 


Happily for the reſt of. nature, that this ani- 


mal is not common, and that the ſpecies is chieffx 
confined to the warmeſt. provinces, of the Eaſt. 
The tiger is found in Malabar, in Siam, in Ben- 
gal, and in all the countries which are inha- 
bited by the elephant or the rhinoceros. Some 
even pretend that it has a friendſhip for, and 
often accompanies the latter, in order to devour 
its excrements, which ſerve it as a purge. 


they muſt very often endure. It is likely enough, 
alſo, that they ſeldom make war upon each 


other, the rhinoceros being a peaceable animal, 


and the tiger knowing its ſtrength too well to 
venture the engagement. It is ſtill more likely 
that the tiger finds this a very convenient fitua- 
tion, 


Be. 
this as it will, there is no doubt but that they 
are often ſeen together at the ſides of lakes and 
rivers; where. they are probably both compelled 
to go by the thirſt which in that torrid climate 
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tion, ſince it can there ſurprize a greater num 


ber of animals which, are compelled thither 


from the ſame motives. In fact, it is generally 
known to lurk near ſuch places where .it has. 
an opportunity of chuſing its prey, or rather 
of multiplying its maſſacres. When it has kill - 
ed one it often goes to deſtroy others, ſwal- 
lowing their blood at large draughts, and ſeem- 
ing rather glutted than ſatiated WINK its abun- 


; dance. 


However, when it has killed a 1 animal, 
ſuch as an horſe, or a buffalo, it immediately 
begins to devour it on the ſpot, fearing to be 
diſturbed. In order to feaſt at its eaſe, it car- 


ries off its prey to the foreſt, dragging it along 


with ſuch eaſe, that the ſwiftneſs of its motion 
ſeems ſcarce retarded by the enormous load it 
ſuſtains. From this alone we may judge of its 
ſtrength; but, to have a more juſt idea of this 
particular, let us ſtop a moment to conſider the 
dimenſions of this moſt formidable creature. 
Some travellers have compared it for ſize to 
an horſe, and others to a buffalo, while others 
have contented themſelves with ſaying that it 
was much larger than a lion. We have recent 
accounts of this animals magnitude that deſerve 
the utmoſt confidence. Mr. Buffon has been 
aſſured by one of his friends that he ſaw a tiger, 
in the Eaſt Indies, of fifteen feet long. Sup- 
poſing that he means including the tail, this 

| L 2 animal, 


1 X 


LO 
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animal, allowing four feet for that, muſthay 
been eleven feet from the tip of the noſe to the. 
inſertion of the tail. Indeed, that which, is now 
in the Tower is not ſo large, being, as well as 
I could meaſure, fix feet from the tip to the 
| inſertion, and the tail was. three feet more. 1 
Like all the reſt of its kind, its motions are ir- 3 
regular and deſultory; it bounds rather than 
runs; and like them rather chuſes to takes its 
prey by ſurprize than to be at the trouble of 
hunting it down.“ How large a leap. it can 
take at once we may eaſily judge, by compar- 
ing what it might do to what we ſee fo ſmall 
an animal as the cat actually perform. The cat 
can leap ſeveral feet at a bound; and the tiger, 
ho is ten times as long, can no doubt ſpring 
porportionably. 

The tiger is the only animal whoſe 2 
ſeems untameable. Neither force nor conſtraint, 
neither violence nor flattery, can prevail in 
the leaſt on its ſtubborn nature. The careſſes 

of the keeper havę no influence on their heart 
of. iron; and time, inſtead of mollifying its diſ- 11 
poſition, only ſerves to encreaſe its fierceneſs i 
and malignity. The tiger ſnaps at the hand that 
feeds it as well as that by which it is chaſtiſ- 
ed; every object ſeems conſidered only as its. 


proper prey, which it devours with a look; and, 
Akbough confined by bars and chains, ſtill makes 
fruitleſs 


1 
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fruitleſs etforts 48 if t6 thew' its 1 when 2 
incapable of exerting its force,” 

To give a ſtill more complete idea of the 
ſtrength of this terrible creature, we ſhall quote 
2 pallage from Father Tachard, who was an 
eye-witneſs of a combat between a tiger and 
two elephants at Siam. For this purpoſe, the 
king ordered a lofty paliſade to be built of 
bambou cane, about an hundred feet ſquare; 
and in the midſt of this were three elephants 
appointed for combating the tiger. Fheir heads 
and a part of their trunk was covered with a 
kind of amour, like a maſk, which defended 
that part from the aſſaults of the fierce animal 
with which they were to engage. As ſoon, ſays 
this author, as we were arrived at the place, a 
tiger was brought forth from its den, of a fize - 
much larger than we had ever ſeen before. It 
was not at "firſt let looſe, but held with cords, 
fo that one of the elephants” approaching, gave 
it three or four terrible blows, with its trunk, 

on the back; with fuch force, that the tiger was 
for ſome time ſtunned, and lay without motion, 
as if it had been dead. However, as ſoon as it 
was let 'looſe, and at full liberty, although the 
firſt blows had greatly abated its fury, it made 
at the elephant with a loud ſhriek, and aimed 
at ſeizing his trunk. But the elephant, wrink- 
ling it up with great dexterity, received the 
tiger on his great teeth, and toſſed it up into 
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the air. This ſo diſcouraged. the furious ani- 


mal, that it no more ventured o approach the 


elephant, but made ſeveral Circuits round. the 


paliſade, often attempting to fly at the ſpecta- 
tors. Shortly after, three elephants were ſent 
againſt it, and they continued to ſtrike it ſo ter- 


ribly with their trunks, that it once more lay 


for dead; and they would certainly have kill- 
ed it, had not there been a ſtop put to the 


combat. _ | 4 
From this account, we may readily judge. « of 


the ſtrength of this: animal, which, though re- 


duced to captivity, and held by cords, though 


' firſt diſabled, and ſet alone againſt three, yet 
ventured to continue the engagement, and even 
that againſt animals covered and e from 
its fury. 


„FFF . 
Sundah Rajha' s dominions there are three ſorts 


of tigers in the woods, and that the ſmalleſt are 
the fierceſt. This is not above two feet high, 
appears to be extremely cunning, and delights 
in human fleſh. The ſecond kind 1s about three 
feet high, and hunts deer and wild hogs, beſides 


the little animal which has been already deſerib- 


ed, under the name of the Chevrotain, or Guinea 
deer. The tiger of the largeſt ſort is above 
three feet and an half high; but although en 


dued with greater powers, is, by no means, fo 


rapacious as either of the former. This formi- 
; | dable 
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* dable 1 which is called the Royal Tiger 
(one of which we have at preſent in the Tower) 
does not ſeem ſo ravenous nor ſo dangerous, and 
is even more cowardly. A peaſant in that 
country, as this traveller informs us, had a buf- 

falo fallen into a quagmire, and, while he went 
for aſſiſtance, there came a large tiger, that, 
with its ſingle ſtrength, drew forth the animal, 
which the united force of many men could not 
effect. When the people returned to the place, 
the firſt object they beheld was the tiger, WhO 
had thrown the buffalo over its ſhoulder, as a 
fox does a gooſe, and was carrying it away, with 
the feet upward, towards its den; however, as 
ſoon as it ſaw the men, it let fall its prey, and 
inſtantly fled to the wogds: but it had previouſy 
killed the buffalo, and ſucked its blood; and, no 
doubt, the people were very well ſatisfied with 
its retreat. It may be obſerved, that ſome Eaſt- 
Indian buffaloes weigh above a thouſand pounds, 
which is twice as heavy as the ordinary run of 
our black cattle; ſo that from hence we may 
form a conception of. the enormous ſtrength of ; 
this rapacious animal, that could thus run off 
with a weight at leaſt twice as e as that of 
itſelf. 4255 = 
4 Were this animal as common as the pan- 
ther, or even as the lion himſelf, thus furniſhed 
as it is with the power to deſtroy, and the appe- 
tite for ſlaughter, the country would be unin- 
© 74 4 habitable 
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habitable where it reſides. But Jackily: the + MW 
ſpecies is extremely ſearce; and has been ſo © il 
fince the earlieſt accounts we. have had of the 
tiger. About the times of Auguſtus, we. are 
aſſured by. Pliny *, that when panthers were 
brought to Rome by hundreds, a fingle tiger 
was conſidered as an extraordinary ſight; and 
he tells us, that the emperor Claudius was able 
to procure four only; which ſhews how diffi- 
cultly they were procured. The incredible 
fierceneſs of this animal may be, in ſome mea- 
ſure, the cauſe of the ſcarcity which was then 
at Rome, ſince it was the opinion of Varro, that 
the tiger was never taken alive 4: but its be- 
ing a native only of the Eaſt-Indies, and that 
particularly of the warm regions, it is not to 
de wondered that the ſpecies” ſhould be fo 
few.“ | 
We may therefore conſider. the ſpecies of the 
true ſtreaked tiger as one of the ſcarceſt of 
animals, and much leſs diffuſed: than that of the 
lion. As to the number of its young, we have 
no certain accounts; however, it is ſaid, that it 
brings forth four or five at a time. Although 
furious at all times, the female, upon this oc- 
caſion, exceeds her uſual rapacity; and, if her 
Tung are taken from. 1 ſhe _ the 
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L Paule wh incredible rage; he, to ſave a part, 

is contented to loſe a part, and drops one of her 

cubs, with which ſhe l immediately returns to her 

den, and again purſues him; he then drops 

another, and by the time ſhe 5 returned with 

that, he generally eſcapes with the remainder. 

If ſhe loſes her young entirely, ſhe then be- 

comes deſperate, boldly approaches even the 

towns themſelves, and commits incredible : 

laughter. The tiger expreſſes its reſentment: 

in the ſame manner with the lion; it moves the 

muſcles and ſkin of. its face, ſhews its teeth, 

and ſhrieks in the moſt frightful manner. Its =_ 
note is very different from that of- the llon; 

being rather a ſcream than a roar: and the an- 
cients expreſſed it very well, when they ſaid that, 
cigrides indomitæ rancant rugiunt que leones. 
The ſkin: of theſe animals is much eſteemed 
all over the Eaſt, particularly in China; the 
Mandarines cover their ſeats of juſtice in the 
public places witli it, and convert it into cover- 
ings for cuſhions in winter. In Europe, theſe 

 {kins, though but ſeldom to he met with, are of. 
no great value, thoſe of the panther and the 
leopard being held in much greater eſtimation. 
This is all the little benefit we-derive from this 
dreadful animal, of which ſo many falſehoods 
have been reported; as, that its ſweat Was 
poiſonous, and the hair. of its whiſkers more 
dan gerous than an envenomed arrow. But the 
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real miſchiefs which the tiger occaſions while 74 


living are ſufficient, without giving imaginary 
ones to the parts of its body when dead. In 
fact, the Indians ſometimes eat its fleſn, and find 
it neither diſagreeable nor unwholſome. 
There is an animal of America, which is 
-uſually called the Red Tiger, but Mr. Buffon 
calls it the Cougar, which, no doubt, is very 
different from the tiger of the Eaſt. Some, 
however, have thought proper to rank both to- 
gether; and I will take leave to follow their ex- 
-ample, merely becauſe the cougar is more like 
a tiger in every thing, except the colour, than 
any other animal T know, having the head, the 
body, and the neck, ſhaped very much in the 
ſame manner. Of theſe ſlight differences, words 
would give but a very faint idea; it will be, 
therefore, ſufficient to obſerve, that they are 


both equally ſlender, and are ſmaller where the 


neck joins the head, than others of the panther 
kind. There is one at preſent in the Tower; 
and it ſeemed to me, as well as I could ſee it 
through the bars, that were it properly ſtreaked 
and coloured, it would in all things reſemble a 
ſmall tiger. It is, however, of a very different 
colour, being of a deep brown, and the tail very 
long and pointed. It is rather darker on the 
back; under the chin it is a little whitiſh, as 
alſo on the lower part of the belly. 


Of all the American animals, this is the moſt 
formidable 
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tended lion not excepted. It is ſaid, there are 


ſeveral ſorts of them; and, as well as I can re- 
member, I have ſeen one or two here in Eng- 


land, both differing from the preſent, in ſize 
and conformation. It is, indeed, a vain endea- 


vour to attempt to deſcribe all the leſs obvious . 
varieties in the cat kind. If we examine them 


minutely, we ſhall find the differences multiply 
upon us. ſo much, that, inſtead of an hiſtory, we 
ſhall only be paid with a catalogue of diftinc- 
tions. From ſuch of them as I have ſeen, with- 


in theſe laſt ſix years, I think I could add two 


animals of this ſpecies, that have not been hither- 
to deſcribed, and with the names of which he 
that ſhewed them was utterly unacquainted. 


find out new diſtinctions, or adding one noxious 


animal more, to a liſt that is already ſufficiently 
numerous. Were the knowing a new variety 
to open an unknown hiſtory, or in the leaſt to 
extend our knowledge, the enquiry would be 
then worth purſuing; but what ſignifies men- 
tioning ſome trifling difference, and from thence 
becoming authors of a new name, when the 


difference might have originally proceeded 


either from climate, ſoil, or indiſcriminate copu- 


lation ? 


The cougars are extremely common in South 
America, and, where the towns border upon the 


L 6 - foreſt, 


at and miſchievous; even their pre- 
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But it is a poor ambition, that of being eager to 
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foreſt, ticks make regula incurſions by ni ght V 
inte the midſt of the ſtreets; carrying off fowls, 
dogs, and other domeſtic creatures. They are, 
however, but weak and contemptible, compared 
to the great tiger; being found unable to cope 
with a ſingle man. The Negroes and Indians 
are very dextrous in encountering them; and- 
FA ſome, even for the fake of their fins | ſeek: thein 
in their retreats. The arms in this combat, 
ſeemingly ſo dangerous, are only a lance of two- 
or three 'yards long, made of heavy wood, with 
the point hardened 'in the fire; and a kind of 
feymitar, of about three quarters of a yard in 

7 length. Thus armed, they wait till the tiger 
makes an aſſault againſt the left hand, which * 
holds the lance, and is wrapped up in a ſhort Y 
cloak of baize. Sometimes the animal, aware Z 
of the danger, ſeems to decline the combat ; but: 
then its antagoniſt provokes it with a ſlight 
touch of the lance, in order, while he is defend- 
ing himſelf, to ſtrike a ſure blow. As ſoon, 
therefore, as the creature feels the lance, it 
graſps it with one of its paws, and with the 
other ſtrikes at the arm which holds it; Then it 
is that the perfon nimbly aims a blow with his 
ſcymitar, which he kept concealed; with the 
other hand, and hamſtrings the creature, which 
immediately draws back enraged, but inſtantly 


returns to the charge. But then, receiving 
| | another 
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® another ſtroke, it is totally depri ved of the power 
of. motion: and the combatant, killing it at his 
leiſure, ſtrips the kin, cuts off the: head, and 
returns to his companions, ien n as 
the trophies of his victory. Os 
This animal, as we are aſſured, is ahead more 
ſxcceſsful againft the crocodile ;. and: it is the 
only quadrupede in that part of the world, that 
is not afraid of the engagement. It muſt he 
no unpleaſant ſight to obſerve, from a place of | 
ſafety, this extraordinary combat, between ani- 
mals ſo terrible and obnoxious to man. Such 
as have ſeen it, deſcribe it in the following 
manner. When the tiger, impelled by thirſt, 
that ſeems continually to conſume it, comes 
down to the river ſide to drink, the crocodile, 
which makes no diſtinction in its prey, liſts its 
head above water to ſeize it; the tiger, not leſs : 
rapacious than the other, and unacquainted with 
the force of the enemy, boldly ventures to ſeize 
it, and plunges its claws into the eyes of the 
crocodile, which is the only vulnerable part of 
its body: upon this the crocodile inſtantly dives | 
under water, and the tiger goes down win 
him, for it will ſooner die than let go its hold. 
In this manner the combat continues for ſome 
time, until the tiger is drowned, or eſcapes, 
as is ſometimes the caſe, from its diſabled 
enemy. | 
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. ; # . > oy 7 * 
Tpheſe animals are common in Guiana * | 


They were formerly ſzen ſwimming over, in 
great numbers, into the iſland of Cayenne, to 
attack and ravage the flocks and herds of the 
inhabitants. In the beginning, they were a ter- 
rible ſcourge to the infant colony; but, by de- 
grees, they were repulſed and deſtroyed, and are 
now ſeen no longer at that place. They are 
found in Brazil, in Paraguay, in the country 
of the Amazons, and in ſeveral other parts of 
South America. They often climb trees in 
queſt of prey, or to avoid their purſuers. They 
are deterred by fire, like all other animals of the 
cat kind; or, more properly ſpeaking, they ſel- 
dom venture near thoſe places where they ſee 
it kindled, as they are always ſure of their 
enemies being near, and their nocturnal eyes are 
dazzled by the brightneſs of the blaze. From 
the deſcription of this animal, one would be 
hardly led to ſuppoſe, that its fleſh was good for 
food; and yet we have ſeveral accounts which 
alledge the fact, ſome aſſerting it to be ſuperior 
even to mutton : however, what Monſieur Des 
Marchais obſerves, is moſt likely to be true; 
namely, that the moſt valuable part of this ani- 
mal is its ſkin, and that its fleſh is but indifferent 
eating, being generally lean, and Ow . 
a ftrong fumet. 


* Buffon, vol. xix. p. 22. 
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THE PANTHER; AND THE, 
a LEOPARD. "Fa 


| 
| 
ws have 'hitherto' found no great alficutey 5 BRO 
in diſtinguiſhing one animal from another, each | 
carrying its own peculiar marks, which, in ſome 
meaſure, ſerve to ſeparate it from all the reſt. 
But it is otherwiſe, when we eome to theſe of ö 
the cat kind, that fil up the chaſm between | 
the tiger and the cat. The ſpots with wick | 
5 
| 
| 
| 
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their ſkins are diverſified are fo various, and 
their ſize ſo equivocal, that it is no eaſy matter 
to diſtinguiſh the ſpecies, particularly as we have 
little elſe but the ſpots and the ſize to guide, us 
in making the diſtinction. If we regard the | 
figure and diverſi ity of the ſpots, we ſhall find 
many varieties not taken notice of by any natu- 
raliſt; if we are led by the fize, we ſhall find 
an imperceptible gradation from the cat to the 
tiger. It would be vain; therefore, to make as | 
many varieties in theſe animals as we fee differ- AY 
ences in ſpots or ſtature; it will be ſufficient to 
ſeize the moſt general diſtinctions, and leave 
the reſt to fuch a as are er of more minute. . 
quiſitions 
Of all this tribe, hich Aden are 105 beauti- 
fully ſpotted, and whoſe natures are ſo miſ- 
chievous, the Panther may be confidered as the 
foremoſt. This animal has been by many 
naturaliſts 
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naturaliſts miſtaken for the tiger; and, in fact, | 3 
it approaches next to it in ſize, fierceneſs, and 


* we * 


ty 


T7 bean, It is diſtinguiſhed, however, by one 
obvious and leading character; that of being 
ſpotted, not ſtreaked; for, in this particular, 
the tiger differs from the panther, the leopard, 
and almoſt all the inferior ranks. of this mi- 

32 chieyous family. 4 
This animal, which. Mr. Buffon calls; Goals 
the Panther, Linnæus the Pard, Geſner the 

Pardalis, and the modern Latins the Leopardus; - 
this animal, I fay, which goes by too many 
names, and which the En gliſh have indiſ- 
criminately called by the name of the panther 
or the leopard; may be conſidered as the larg- 
eſt of the kind, and is ſpotted in 75 manner 
ſomewhat. different from thoſe: that are ſmaller. 
As thoſe ſpots, however, make the principal 
difference between it and the leſſer animals, 
Which it otherwiſe reſembles in ſhape, ſize, 
5 diſpoſition, and beauty, I will firſt, ſhew theſe 
ſlight diſtinctions, and mention the names 
each animal has received in conſequence there- 
of; and then proceed to give their hiſtory 
together, ſtill marking any peculiarity obſeru- 
aꝛuble in one of the ferien. Ti is not found ; 
in the reſt. 15 5 

; Next to che great 1 mention- | 

| ed, is the animal which Mr. Buffon calls the 


Leopard, a name which he acknowledges, to 
| be: 
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the ſlight differences between this and the great 
panther, nor have they conſidered its diſcrimi- 
nations as ſufficient to entitle it to another name. 
It has hitherto, therefore, gone under the name 


of the Leopard, or Panther of Senegal, where 


this animal and the former are theſe: the large 
panther is often found to be ſix feet long, from 
the tip of the noſe to the inſertion of the tail; 


large panther is marked with ſpgts in the man- 
ner of a roſe, that is, five or ſix make a kind of 
circle, and there is generally a large one in the 
middle. The leopard of Senegal has a much 
more beautiful coat, the yellow is more brilliant, 
and the ſpots are ſmaller, and not diſpoſed in 
rings but in cluſters. As to the reſt, they are 
both whitiſh under the belly; the tail in both 
is pretty long, but rather longer in proportion 
in the latter than the former. To theſe two 
animals, whoſe differences ſeem to be ſo very 
minute, we may add a third; namely, the 


reſpect, reſembles the two former, except in 
and head are rather ſtreaked than ſpotted. The 


e is alſo faid to he lower upon its legs, and 
s chan the leopard * 8 Theſe three 


1 be given Ab for the. lake of didioftion.. 
| Other naturaliſts have not much attended to 


it is chiefly found. The differences between 


the panther of Senegal is not above four. The 


Jaguar or Panther of America. This, in ever 


the diſpoſition of its ſpots, and that its neck 


qu adru pedes, 5 
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cqquadrupedes, as we ſee, have but very flight 
differences, and the principal diſtinction uſed 
by Mr. Buffon, is taken from the fize; the firſt, 
as he ſays, is uſually fix feet long; the ſecond, 
four feet; and the laſt, about three: however, 
it appears from the particular ſubjects of his 
deſcription, that the panther in his poſſeſſion 
Was not above three feet ſeven inches long; that 
the leopard's ſkim which he deſcribes was about 
Four ; and that the jaguar, at two years old, was 
between two and three feet long, which, when 
come to its full growth, would, no doubt, be 
four feet as well as the: two former. 
From hence, therefore, we may conclude, that 
the ſize in theſe animals is not ſufficient to make 
a diſt inction among them; and that thoſe who 
called them all three by the indiſcriminate 
1 names of the leopard and the panther, if not 
5 right, were at leaſt excuſeable. Of thoſe which 
are now to be ſeen in the Tower, the jaguar, or 
the American panther, is rather the largeſt o 
the three; and is by no means the contemptibl 
animal which Mr. Buffon deſcribes it to be: 
8 the leopard is the leaſt of them, and has, by 
1 : ſome travellers, been ſuppoſed to be an anim: 
4 produced between the panther and the ounce 
an animal which reſembles, but is leſs than an 
of the former. Theſe three animals we may 
therefore, rank together, as they agree prettf 
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nearly in theis robe, their due, heir diſpoſitions, | 


and, their ferocity. 188 

We come next to an 3 Wee dif- 
ferent. from any of the former, being much 
| ſmaller, and its colour more inclining to white. 


Its name, however, in our language, has 


cauſed no ſmall confuſion. It has been ge- 
nerally called by foreigners, the Onza, or the 


Ounce, and this name ſome of our own writers 


have thought proper to give it; but others, of 


them, Bo theſe the moſt celebrated, ſuch- as 
Willughby, have given this name to a different 


animal with a ſhort tail, and known to the an- 
cients and moderns by the name of the Lynx. 


1 confeſs myſelf. at a loſs; i in this caſe, whom to 
follow; the alteration of names ſhould be al- 
| ways made with great caution, and never but 
in caſes of neceſſity. If we follow Willughby, 
there will be an animal of the panther kind, very 
diſtinguiſhable from all the reſt, left without a 
name; and if we recede from him, it will ſerve 


to produce ſome confuſion among all the nu- 


merous claſs of readers and writers who have 
taken him for their guide: however, as he 
ſeems himſelf to have been an innovator, the 


name of the lynx having been long adopted 
into our language before, it was unneceſſary to 
give the animal that bore it another name, and 
to call that creature an ounce, which our old 
writers had been accuſtomed to know by the 


Latin 
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Latin appellation; for this reaſon, thereſore, 
we may ſafely venture to take a name that has 
been long miſapplied from the lynx, and re. 
"tore it to the animal in queſtion. © We will, 
therefore, call that animal of the panther kind, Wil 
vhich is leſs than the panther, and with a longer 
tail, the ounce; and the lynx may remain in 
poſſeſſion of that name by which it was knoun 
among all our e wg. qpen writers, as l as 
"A all antiquity. Aide wane. ms 9 
The Ounce, or che Ober of Linpus is 
much Jeſs than the panther, being not, at moſt, 
above three feet and a half long: however, its 
hair is much longer than that of the panther, 
and its tail ſtill more ſo. The panther of four 
or five feet long, has a tail but of two feet, or 
two feet and an half. The ounce, which is 
but about three feet, has a tail often longer 
than the reſt of its body. The colour of the 
ounce is alſo apparently different, being rather 
more inclining to à cream colour, which is 
deeper on the back, and whiter © towards the 
belly.” The hair on tlie back is an inch and 
an half long; that on the belly, two inches and 
an half; Wälen is much longer than that of the 
panther. Its ſpots are Booled; pretty much in 
the fame manner as the large panther, except 
that on the haunches it is rather marked with 
Aripes chan with ſpots. | 
VV, wad Deſeendirg 
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| Deſcending to animals, of this kind that are 
ſtill ſmaller, we find the Catamountain, which is 


the Ocelot of Mr. Buffon, or the Tiger Cat of 
molt of thoſe wo exhibit it as a ſhoẽw. It is 


leſs than the ounce, but its robe more beau- 
tifully variegated. It is an American animal, 
and is about two feet and an half i in length, 
from the noſe to the inſertion of the tail. It 
18 extremely like a cat, except that it is larger 
and ſlenderer, chat its colours are mote beau- 
tiful, and its tail rather ſhorter, The fur is of 
A reddiſh. colour, the whole beautified with 
black ſpots and ſtreaks of different figures. 
They are long on the back, and round on the 
belly and paws. On the ears are black ſtripes, 


which run acrofs; j but, in other reſpects, they 


entirely reſemble thoſe of à cat. Theſe co- 
lours, however, Which naturaliſts have taken 


great pains minutely to deſcribe, are by no 


means permanent, being differently diſpoſed 


in different animals of the ſame ſpecies. I. 


remember to have ſeen an animal of this 


ſize, but whether of this ſpecies. I, will not 
pretend to ſay, ſome years ago, that was en- 
tircly brown, and was ſaid allo. to have come 


from America. 


From this tribe of the cat . * 1 
ſkins and a long tail, we come to another, with- 
ſkins diverſified. in like manner, but with a 
ſhorter tail. The principal of theſe is the 


Lynx, 
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Lynx, the name by which the animal was 
known to lian, among the ancients; and to 
all our old Engliſh writers, among thoſe of a 

more modern date. This name has been cor- 
rupted by the Portugueſe into the word Ouze; 
and this corruption has been adopted by Ray, 
who has improperly called this animal the 
Ounce, after ſome of the foreign travellers. 

The firſt ſtriking diſtinction between the lynx, 
and all thoſe of the panther kind, is in its tail, 
which is at leaſt half as ſhort in proportion, and 
black at the extremity. Its fur is much longer, 
the ſpots on the ſkin leſs vivid, and but con- 
fuſedly mingled with the reſt. Its ears are 
much longer, and tipped at the points with a 
black tuft of hair. The colour round the eyes 
is white, and the phyſiognomy more placid and 
gentle. Each hair of this animal is of three 
different colours: the root is of a greyiſh brown; 
the middle red, or of an aſh colour; and the 
ends white. This whiteneſs at the ends takes 
up ſo ſmall a part of the particular hair, that it 
does not prevent us from ſeeing the principal 
colour, which is that of the middle part; ſo that 
it only makes the furface of the body appear as 
if it was ſilvered over: however, the hair of 
which” the ſpots conſiſt, has no white at the 
ends, and at the roots it is not quite ſo black as 
the other part. This animal is not above the 


; ſize of the ounce, but is rather ſtronger built, 
and 
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and ſhorter; its tail is rather longer, its muzzle 
more lengthened, its phyliognomy Tore een, 


Far Kier 


and it has but twenty-eight teeth; whereas all 
the.reſt of the cat kind tene mentioned | have: . 


N 


* alba of this kind i is ts the "I 


| guſh, or, as Mr. Buffon names it, the Caracal. 
It is a native of the Eaſt-Indies, and reſembles 


the lynx in ſize, in form, and even in the ſin- 


gularity of being tufted at the tips of the ears. 


However, the ſyaguſh differs in not being mottled 


as the lynx is; its fur, or rather hair, is rougher/ 


and its nature more ſavage. 
The third and laſt anim̃al that 1 Ss men- 
tioned: of this kind, is that which Mr. Buffon 


calls, the Serval, and which he has firſt deſeribed. 
It is a native of: Malabar, reſembling the pan- 
. ther in its ſpots, but the lynx in the ſhortneſs 
of its tail in its Lene, in its ſtroug built 
form. 


Theſe ſeem to * all the —_— diftine-. 7 


tions among animals of the panther kind; frem 
the largeſt of this tribe down to the domeſtig 


cat, which is the ſmalleſt of all theſe fiene and 


miſchievous varieties. In all, their nature ſeems 


pretty much the ſame; being equally fierce, 
fubtle, cruel, and cowardly. The panther, in- 
cluding the leopard and the jaguar, or American 


panther, as they are the largeſt, ſo alſo are they 


the moſt dangerous of this kind; for the Whole 


race 
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rabe of cats are noxious in proportion to their 
power to do miſchief. They inhabit the moſt 
torrid latitudes of India, Africa, and America, 
and have never been able to multiply beyond 


thb torrid zone. They are generall y found in 
the thickeſt and the moſt entangled foreſts, and 


often near remote habitations, where they watch 
to ſurpriſe all kinds of domeſtic animals. They 
very ſeldom attack man, even though provoked 
by him ; they ſeem rather deſirous of finding 
ſafety by flight, or by elimbing trees, at which 
they are very expert. In this manner alſo they 
often purſue their prey; and, being expert at 
ſeizing it, as well above as below, they cauſe a 
vaſt deſtruction. Of all other animals, theſe are | 
the moſt ſullen, and, even to a proverb, un- 
tameable. They ftill preſerve. their fierce and 
treacherous ſpirit; and at thoſe places where 
they are expoſed to be ſeen among others, we 
often obſerve, that while their keeper is familiar 
with the lion or the bear, yet he is apprehenſive 


of the large panther, and OO it A gen er 
the ſhorteſt chain. - 


As the ounce differs from theſe in Kine Wy | 


being more mild, tractable, and tame. 


I 


ſize, fo alſo it ſeems: to differ in diſpoſition, 


Theſe 


we frequently ſee as - harmleſs and innocent as 
cats; and there is one at preſent in the Tower, 
with which the keeper plays without the ſmalleſt - 
apprehenſion. I own I was not a little uneaſy, 


at 


Car K 1 N 5. 5 24 


at fit, ne ee hand 
through the bars, and called the animal by its 
name; but was a good deal ſurpriſed to ſee the 
creature, which one might ſuppoſe . irritated by 
long confinement, come gently up to him, ſtroak 
his hand with its face, in the manner of a cat, 
and teſtify the utmoſt gentleneſs of diſpoſition. 
The ounce, therefore, is remarkable for being 
eaſily tamed; and, in fact, it is employed all over 
the Eaſt for the purpoſes of hunting. Not, in- 
deed, but that panthers themſelves are ſome- 
times uſed for this purpoſe; but they are never 
thoroughly ſubdued like the former, being 
uſually brought to the field in a carriage, and 
kept chained and caged until they are ſhewn the 
gazelle, or the leveret, which is their prey. 
This they purſue rather by three or four great 
ſprings, than by running. If they ſeize it by 
this ſudden effort, it finds no mercy; but if it 
eſcapes from their firſt effort, they never at- 
tempt to purſue, and appear quite diſappointed 
and confounded, at their miſchance. It ſome- 
times happens that they are ſo much enraged at 
it, that they attack even their employer, and 
his only reſource to avoid their fury, is to throw 
them ſome ſmall pieces of meat, which he ap | 
brought. with him for that purpoſe. 7 26 e 
The ounce, however, is not ſo e 5 


and i is treated with more confidence and fami- 
liarity. It is uſually brought to the field hood- 
Vor, Wh M 4 winked 


% . 


a ANTM ALS OH THE 
winked behind one of the horſemen. When 
the game appears, the ounce is inſtantly un- 
covered, and ſhewn where it lies; upon which 
the fierce creature darts like an arrow to the 
place, and ſeizes it at once, or, miſſing it, re- 
mains motionleſs in the place. It would be vain 
to attempt retrieving its diſgrace by continuing 
the purſuit; for, although it bounds with greater 
agility than moſt other animals, yet it is flow 
and aukward in running, and has no means of 
finding the animal it purſues by the ſmell, as is 
common among thoſe of the dog kind. From 
hence, therefore, it appears how much ſuperior 
the European method of hunting is to that of 
the Aſiatic; ſince whatever amuſement this ex- 
erciſe affords mult ariſe from the continuance of 
the chace, and from the fluctuation of doubt and 
expectation, which raiſe and depreſs the purſuers 
by turns. All this an Aſiatic hunter is deprived 
of; and his greateſt pleaſure can ſcarcely be 
more than what among us is called courſing, in 
which the dog purſues the animal, and TEE it 
conſtantly in view. | | 
But it muſt not be ſuppoſed cha it men 
choice the Aſiatics uſe this method of: chace ; 
for, no doubt, were dogs ſerviceable: among 
them, as they are in Europe, they would be 
employed for the ſame purpoſes. But the fact 
is, that the extreme heat of the tropical climates 
produces ſuch univerſal putrefaction, and ſends 
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CAT KI.“ 243 
up ſuch various and powerful ſcents, that dogs 
are at firſt bewildered in the chace, and at laſt 
come to loſe the delicacy of their ſcent entirely. 
They are, therefore, but little uſed in thoſe 
warm countries; and what could they avail in 
places where almoſt every other animal of the 
foreſt is ſtronger and more rapacious? The 
lion, the tiger, the panther, and the ounce, are 
all natural enemies to the dog, and attack him, 
wherever he appears, with ungovernable fury. 
The breed, therefore, in thoſe places, would 
quickly be deſtroyed; ſo that they are obliged 
to have "recourſe to thoſe animals which are 
more fitted to ſerve them; and thus convert the 
' ounce to thoſe purpoſes for ee dogs are em- 
ployed in Europe. ? 
The Catamountain, or Ocdtos is one of the 
fierceſt, and, for its ſize, one of the moſt- de- 
ſtructive animals in the world, It is, as was 
before obſerved, a native of South-America, 
and by no means capable of the fame education 
as the ounce, which it more approaches in ſize 
than in diſpoſition. Two of theſe, from whom 
Mr. Buffon has taken his deſcription, were 
brought over from Carthigai and having been 
taken from the dam when very young, were 
afterwards ſuckled by a bitch. But, before they 
were three months old, they had ſtrength and 
ingratitude ſufficient to kill and devour their 
nurſe. Their ſucceeding fierceneſs and malig- 
| M 2 nity 
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nity ſeemed to correſpond with their firſt efforts; : 


for no arts could tame or ſoften their natures ; 
and while they continued in their cages, they 

Mill teſtified an unceaſing diſpoſition for ſlaugh- 

ter. When their food was given them, the male 
always ſerved himſelf before the female ventured 
to touch a bit; and it was not till he was ſatiſ- 
| fied that the other began. In their ſavage ſtate, 
_ theſe animals are ſtill more deſtructive ; having 
great ſtrength and agility, they very eaſily find 
and overtake their prey, which they purſue 


among the tops of the trees, as well 2s on the 
ground; but what renders them ſtill more miſ- 
chievous, is their unceaſing appetite rather for 
the blood than the fleſh of their prey. They 
ſuck this with the greateſt avidity, but frequently 
leave the carcaſe otherwiſe untouched, in order- 


to purſue other animals for the blood in like 
manner. They generally continue on the tops 


of trees, like our wild cats; where they make 


their neſt, and often bring forth their young. 


When they ſpy any animal they can maſter, 
and there are but few in the foreſt but what are 
inferior, they dart down app it with inevitable 
exactneſs. 

The vrhole tribe of animals of the panther 


Find, with long tails, are chiefly inhabitants, 
as was ſaid, of the torrid zone; but thoſe of the 
ſhort-tailed kind, and particularly the lynx, is 
principally found in the cold countries that are 


- bordering 


CAT KI © © > ages 


bordering on the pole. The lynx is chiefly 9 
be met with in the north of Germany, Li- 


thuania, Muſcovy, Siberia, and North-Ame- 
rica, Thoſe of the new continent, however, 


are rather ſmaller than in Europe, as is the caſe ' 


with almoſt all their quadrupedes ; they are 
ſomewhat whiter alſo, but in other xeſpects 
there is ſcarce any difference to be found among 


them. This animal has been called by ſome 
Lupus Cervarits, or a creature compounded be- 
tween a wolf and a ſtag; but for what reaſon 
is hard to gueſs; it no way reſembles either in 


ſhape or in difpoſition. In its nature, it exactly 


reſembles the cat, except that, being bigger and 


nearly two feet long, it is bolder and fiercer. 
Like the cat, it climbs trees, and ſeeks its prey 


by ſurprize; like the cat, it is delicate and 


cleanly, covering its urine with its paws; and 
it reſembles the wolf in nothing except its cry, 
which often deceives the hunters, and induces 


them to think they hear a wolf and not a lynx. 
This animal alſo, is rather more delicate than 
the cat; and, after having once feaſted upon 


its prey, will never return to it again, but hunts | 
the woods for another. From hence may have 
ariſen the common report of the lynx having, of | 


all other quadrupedes, the ſhorteſt memory. 
This, however, is not the only idle ſtory that 


* Buffon, | 
M 3 has 
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has been propagated of it: as of its ſeeing with - 


ſuch perſpicuity as to perceive objects through 
walls and mountains; as of having its urine of 
ſuch a quality, as to harden, and become a pre- 
cious ſtone; with ſeveral others, e DY ; 
ignorance or impoſture, 
The Syaguſh and the Serval are both ſo like 
all the reſt of the cat kind in diſpoſition, that it 
| 35 but repeating the ſame account once more to 
give their diſtin hiſtory, As the lynx is found 
only in cold countries, ſo the ſyaguſh is to be 
met with only in the warm tropical climates. It-: 
is uſed, in the fame manner as the ounce, for 
hunting; but it ſeems to have a property which - 
the other has not ; namely, that of being able to - 
overtake its prey by purſuing it. Whether this 
is performed by having a finer ſcent than the 
former, or greater ſwiftneſs, we are not inform- 
ed; being only told that,when it overtakes either 
the gazelle or the antelope, it leaps upon their 
backs, and, getting forward to their ſhoulders, 
ſcratches their eyes out, by which means they 
become an eaſy prey to the hunters. Some 
have called this animal the hon's provider; and 
it is ſaid that when it calls him to purſue his 
prey, its voice very much reſembles that of one 
man calling another . From hence we may 
- conjecture that this animal purſues its prey in 
* 'Thevenot, vol. ii. p. 114. 


# 


full 


Ch Kane „„ , 


full ery; and that the lion 3 to par- 
take or ſeize the ſpoil. The ſame account is 
given alſo of the jackall; and very probably it 
may be true, not only of theſe animals, but of 
ſome others, ſince it is natural enough to ſup- 
poſe that the lion will purſue whenever He is 
taught to diſcover his prey. . 

We had one of theſe animals a 6 8 ago 
ſent over from the Eaſt-Indies, but it was not 
able to endure the change of climate, and it 
died in a very ſhort time after it was brought to 
the Tower. Whether conſumed by diſeaſe or 
not I cannot tell, but it ſeemed to me much 
ſlenderer than the cat or the lynx, and its ears. 
were much longer; however, it is a very ſtrong; 
creature for its ſize, and has been known to kill 
a large dog in ſingle combat“: nevertheleſs it is, 
like all of the cat kind except the lion, remark - 
able for its cowardice, and will never, except in 
caſes of neceſſity, attack an animal that is its: 
equal in ſtrength or activity. For this reaſon, 
hen brought into the field, and put upon a 
ſervice of danger, it obſtinately refuſes, and is 
alert only in the purſuit of animals that are too” 
teeble for reſiſtance, or too timid to exert their 
ſtrength. 75 

From what has . aid @ this e 
tribe, we perceive. a ſimilitude in the manners 
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and diſpoſitions of them all, from the lion to 


the cat. The ſimilitude of their internal con- 
formation is ſtill more exact; the ſhortneſs of 


their inteſtines, the number of their teeth, and 


che ſtructure of their paws. The firſt of this 
_ claſs is the Lion, diſtinguiſhable from all the reſt 


by his ſtrength, his magnitude, and his mane. 
The ſecond is the Tiger, rather longer than the 
lion, but not ſo tall, and known by the ſtreaks 
and the vivid beauty of its robe; including alſo 
the American tiger or cougar; diſtinguiſhable 
by its ſize, next that of the tiger, its tawny 
colour, and its ſpots. 'The third is the Panther 


and the Leopard. The fourth is the Ounce, 


not fo large as any of the former, ſpotted like 
them, but diſtinguiſhable by the cream- coloured 
ground of its hair, and the great length of its 


tail, being above the length of its body. The 
fifth is the Catamountain or Tiger Cat, leſs than 


the ounce, but differing particularly in having a 
ſhorter tail, and being ſtreaked down the back 
like a tiger. The ſixth is the ſhort-tailed kind, 
namely, the Lynx, of the ſize of the former, but 


with a ſhort tail, ſtreaked, and the tips of its ears 


tufted with black. The ſeventh is the Syaguſh, 
differing from the lynx in not being mottled like 


it, in not being ſo large, and in having the ears 


longer, though - tipped with black, as before. 
The eighth is the Serval, reſembling the lynx 
in its form, and the ſhortneſs of its tail; ſtreaked 


33 
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alſo like it, but not having the tips of its ears 
tuſted. Laſtly, the Cat, wild and tame, with 
all its varieties; all leſs than any of the former, 
but, like chem, We W nn an 
cruel? 12354) RE 
This whole race may be e as ths 
moſt formidable enemy of mankind ; there are 
others indeed ſtronger, but they are gentle, and 
never offer injury till injured: there are others | 
more numerous, but they are more' feeble, and 
rather look for ſafety by hiding from man, than 
oppoſing him. Theſe are the only quadrupedes 
that make good their ground againſt him; and 
which may be faid to keep ſome kingdoms of 
the earth in their own poſſeſſion. How many 


extenſive countries are there in Africa, where | 


the wild beaſts are ſo numerous, that man is 


deterred from living amongſt them; reluctantly 


giving up to the lion and the leopard, extenſive 
tracts, that ſeem Rune . for his * and 


conv enience 1 


CHAP. vm. 
Animals of the Deg Kind... 


HE ſecond claſs of carnivorous quadru- ' 
pedes may be denominated thoſe of the 

dog kind. This claſs is neither ſo numerous 
nor ſo powerful as the former, and yet neither 
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ſo treacherous, rapacious, or cowardly. This f 
claſs may be principally diſtinguiſhed. by their 


claws, which have no ſheath, like thoſe of me 


cat kind, but ſtill continue at the point of each 
toe, without a capability of being ſtretched for- 
ward, or drawn back. The noſe alſo, as well 


as the jaw, of all the dog kind, is longer than 


in the cat; the body is, in proportion, more 


ſtrongly made, and covered with hair inſtead of 
fur. There are many internal diſtinctions alſo; 


as in the inteſtines, which are much longer in 


the dog kind than in thoſe of the cat; the eye 
is not formed for night viſion; and the olfactory 


nerves are diffuſed, in the dog kinds, upon a 


very extenſive meinbrane within the ſcull. 


If we compare the natural habitudes of this 
claſs with the former, we ſhall find that the dog 
kinds are not ſo ſolitary as thoſe of the cat, but 
love to hunt in company, and encourage each 


other with their mutual cries. In this manner 


the dog and the jackall purſue their prey; and 


the wolf and fox, which are of this kind, though 
more ſolitary and ſilent among us, yet, in coun- 


tries where leſs perſecuted, and where they can 
more fearleſs diſplay their natural inclinations, 
they are found to keep together in packs, and 
purſue their game with alternate howlings. 
Animals of the dog kind want ſome of the 
advantages of the cat kind, and yet are poſſeſſed 


of others in which the latter are deficient. Upon 


— 
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obe di theft" claws, i it will eaſily be perceived 
that they cannot, Tike cats, purſue their prey up 
the ſides of a tree, and continue the chace 
among the branches; their unmanageable claws 
cannot ſtick in the bark, and thus ſupport the 
body up along the trunk, as we ſee the cat very 
eaſily perform: whenever, therefore, their prey 
flies up the tree from theth, they can only fol- 
low'it with their eyes, or watch its motions 1 
hunger again brings it to the ground. For this 
reien the proper prey of the dog kind are only 3 8 
thoſe animals that, like theinſelves, are unfitted 

for climbing; the hates the E the FRE, 

or the roe-buck. © 

As they are, in this reſpeQ; inferior to the _ 

cat, ſo they exceed it in the ſenſe of ſmelling; 

by which alone they purſue their prey with” ; 
certainty of ſucceſs, wind it through all its 
mazes, and tire it down by perſeverance. It 
often happens, however, in the ſavage ſtate, 

that their prey is either too much diminiſhed, 

or too wary to ſerve for a ſufficient ſupply. In 
this caſe, when driven to an extremity, all the 

dog kinds can live for ſome time upon fruits 

and vegetables, which, if they do not pleaſe _ 
the appetite, at leaſt re to 3 their TIM 
hunger. 

Of all this tribe, the Dog has every reaſon to 

claim the preference, being the molt intelligent 


M all known quadrupedes, and the acknow- 
M 6 5 ledged 
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ledged friend of mankind, The dog *,; *, inde- 
pendeat of the beauty of his form, his vivacity, 


force, and ſwiftneſs, is poſſeſſed of all thoſe in- 


ternal qualifications that can conciliate the affec- 
tions of man, and make the tyrant a protector. 


A natural ſhare of courage, an angry and fero- 


cious diſpoſition, r renders the dog, inits favage 


| Nate, a formidable enemy to all other animals: 


but theſe readily give way to very different qua- 


lities in the domeſtic dog, whoſe only ambition 
ſeems the deſire to pleaſe ; he is ſeen to come 


crouching-along, to lay his force, his courage, 
and all his uſeful talents, at the feet of his maf- | 


ter; he waits his orders, to which he pays im 


plicit obedience ;. he conſults his looks, . a 


ſingle glance is ſufficient to put him in motion; 


he is more faithful even than the moſt boaſted 
among men; he is conſtant in his affections, 


friendly without intereſt, and grateful for the 


ſlighteſt favours; much more mindful of bene- 


fits received than injuries offered; he is not 


driven off by unkindneſs; he ſtill continues 
humble, ſubmiſſive, and imploring; his only 
hope to be ſerviceable, his only terror to diſ- 
pleaſe; he licks the hand that has been juſt lifted 


to ſtrike him, and at laſt diſarms e by 


ſubmiſſive perſeverance. 


FT he reſt of this 3 of the AS is taken from 


Mr. Buffon; what 1 have added, is marked as before. 


More 


* 
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More Jocile than man, more . than 

any other animal, he is not only inſtructed in a 
ſhort time, but he alſo conforms to the diſpoſi- 
tions and the manners of thoſe who command 
him. He takes his tone from the houſe he in- 
habits; like the reſt of the domeſtics, he is diſ- 
dainful among the great, and churliſh among 
clowns. Always afſiduous in ſerving his maſ- 
ter, and only a friend to his friends, he is indif- 
ferent to all the reſt, and declares himſelf openly 


againſt ſuch as ſeem to be dependent like him- - 155 


ſelf, He knows a beggar by his cloaths, by his 
voice, or his geſtures, and forbids his approach. 
When at night the guard of the houſe is com- 

mitted to his care, he ſeems proud of the charge; 


he continues a watchful centinel, he goes his 


rounds, ſcents ſtrangers at a diſtance, and gives 
them warning of his being upon duty. If they 


attempt to break in upon his territories; he be- 


comes more fierce, flies at them, threatens, 
fights, and either conquers alone, oralarms thoſe 
who have moſt intereſt in coming to his aſſiſ- 
tance; however, when he has conquered, he 
quietly repoſes upon the ſpoil, and abſtains from 
what he has deterred others from abuſing ; giv- 
ing thus at once a leſſon of Os e 

rance, and fidelity. | 
From hence we ſee of wh importance this 
animal is tous in a ſtate of nature; Suppoling, 
for a moment, that the ſpecies had not exiſted, 
how could man, without the aſſiſtance of the 
dog, 


— 
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dog, have been able to-conquer, tame, and reduce 
to ſervitude, every other animal? How could 
he diſcover, chaſe, and deſtroy, thoſe that were 
noxious to him ? In order to be ſecure, and to 
become maſter of all anfmated nature, it was 
neceffary for him to begin by making a friend of 
a part of them; to attach ſuch of them to him 
felf, by kindneſs and careſſes, as ſeemed fitteſt for 
obedience and active purſuit, | Thus the firſt 
art employed by man, was in conciliating the 
favour of the dog; and the fruits of this art 
prin. the en and e ned rugs of 
The genen ty of animals have: greater agi- 
lity, greater ſwiftneſs, and more formidable 
arms, from nature, than man; their ſenſes, and 
particularly that of ſmelling, are far more per- 
fe: the having gained, therefore, a new aſſiſ- 
tant, particularly one whoſe ſcent is ſo exquiſite 
as that of the dog, was the gaining a new ſenſe, 
a new faculty, which before was wanting. The 
machines and inſtruments which we have ima- 
gined for perfecting the reſt of the ſenſes, do 
not approach to that already prepared by Nature, 
by which we are enabled to find out every ani- 
mal, though unſeen, and thus deſtroy oe Ty 
and uſe the ſerviceable. 1 | 
The dog, thus uſeful in himſelf, taken into 
a participation of empire, exerts a degree of ſu- 
r over all ANTE that 1 human 
| Protection. 
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protection. The flock and the * * his 
voice more readily even than that of the ſhep- 
herd or the herdſman; he conducts them, Ow 
them, keeps them from capriciouſly ſeeking 
danger, and their enemies he conſiders. as his 
own. Nor is he leſs, uſeful in the purſuit; 
when the ſound of the horn, or the voice of the 
huntſman, calls him to the field, he teſtifies his 
pleaſure by every little art, and purſues with per- 
ſeverance, thoſe animals which, when taken, 
he muſt not expect to divide. The defire of 
hunting is indeed natural to him as well as to 
his maſter, ſince war and the chace are the only 
employment of ſavages. All animals that live 
upon fleſn hunt by nature; the lion and the 
tiger, whoſe force is ſo great that they ars ſure ; 
to conquer, hunt alone, and without art; the 
wolf, the fox, and the wild dog, hunt in packs, 
aſſiſt each other, and partake the ſpoil. But when 
education has, perfected. this talent in the do- 
meſtic dog, when he has been taught by man 
to repreſs his ardour, to meaſure his motions, 
and not to exhauſt his force by too ſudden an 
exertion of it, he then hunts with method, and 
always with ſucceſs. _ - 

« Although the wild dog, ſuch as he was MY | 
fore he came under the protection of mankind, 
is at preſent utterly unknown, no ſuch” animal 
being now to be found in any part of the world, 


yet ee are many that, from a domeſtic ſtate, 
dae 
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have turned favage, and entirely purſue the dic- 
" ates of nature.” In thoſe deſerted and un- 
cultivated countries where the dog is found 
wild, they ſeem entirely to partake of the diſ- 
poſition of the wolf; they unite in large bodies, 


and attack the moſt formidable animals of the 


foreſt, the cougar, the panther, and the biſon. 
In Alibi, where they were originally brought 
by the Europeans, and abandoned by their maſ- 
ters, they have multiplied to ſuch a degree, that 
they ſpread in packs over the whole country, 
attack all other animals, and even man himſelf 
does not paſs without inſult. They are there 

treated in the fame manner as all other carni- 
vorous animals, and killed wherever they hap- 
pen to come: however, they are eaſily tamed; 
when taken home, and treated with kindneſs 
and lenity, they quickly become ſubmiſſive and 
familiar, and continue faithfully. attached to their 
maſters. Different in this from the wolf or the 
fox, who, though taken never ſo young, are 
gentle only while cubs, and, as they grow older, 
give themſelves up to their natural appetites of 


mnapine and cruelty, In ſhort, it may be aſſert- 


_ ed, that the dog is the only animal whoſe fide- 
tity is unſhaken; the only one who knows his 
maſter, and the friends of the family; the only one 
who inſtantly diſtinguiſhes a ſtranger; the only 
one who knows his name, and anſwers to the 
domeſtic call ; the only one who ſeems to un- 
derſtand the nature of ſubordination, and ſeeks 

alliſtance; ; 


- 


aſſiſtance; the only one who, When FO miſſes 
his maſter, teſtifies his loſs by his complaints be 
the only one who, carried to a diſtant place, can 
find the way home; the only one whoſe. natural 
talents are e and . 9 catio . 1 
ways ſucceſsful. i T . 
In the fame manner, as 55 3 is nf hs 
moſt complying diſpoſition, ſo alſo is it the moſt. - 
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ſuſceptible of change in its form; the varieties. 


of this animal being too many for even the moſt 
careful deſcriber to mention. The climate, the 
food, and the education, all make ſtrong unpreſ- 
ſions upon the animal, and produce alterations 

in its ſhape, its colour, its hair, its ſize, and in 
every thing but its nature, The ſame dog, 
taken from one climate, and brought to another, 
ſeems to become another animal ; but different 


breeds are as much ſeparated, to all appearance 
as any two animals the moſt diſtinct in nature. 


Nothing appears to continue conſtant with them, 
but their internal conformation z different in the 
figure of the body, in the length of the noſe, in 
the ſhape of the head, in the length and the di- 
rection of the ears and tail, in the colour, the 


quality, and the quantity of the hair; in ſhort, 


different in every thing but that make of the 
parts which ſerve to continue the ſpecies, and 
keep the animal diſtin& from all others. It is. 
this peculiar conformation, this power of pro- 
* an animal that can nn. marks 
the 


n 
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the kind, and approximates forms that at ſirſt- 
fight ſeem never made for conjunction. 
From this ſingle conſideration, therefore, we 
may at once pronounce all dogs to be of one 
kind; but which of them is the original of al! 
the reſt, which of them is the ſavage dog from 
whence ſuch a variety of deſeendants have come 
down, is no eaſy matter to determine. We may 
eaſily indeed obſerve, that all thoſe animals 
which are under the influence of man, are ſub- 
ject to preat variations. Such as have been ſuf- 
ficiently independent, ſo as to chuſe their own! 
climate, their own nouriſhment, and to purſue 
their own habitudes, preſerve the original marks 
of Nature, without much deviation; and it is 
probable, that the firſt of theſe is even at chis 
day very well repreſented in their deſcendants. 
But fuch as man has ſubdued, tranſported from 
one climate to another, controlled in their man- 
ner of living, and their food, have moſt probably 
been changed alſo in their forms: particular- 
ly the dog has felt theſe alterations more ſtrong- 
ly than any other of the domeſtic kinds; for 
living more like man, he may be thus ſaid to live 
more irregularly alſo, and, conſequently, muſt 
have felt all thoſe changes that ſuch variety 
would naturally produce. Some other cauſes alſo 
may be affigned for this variety in the ſpecies 
of the dog: as he is (perpetually under the eye 
of his ents when een has produced any 
' ſingularity 
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ſingularity in its productions, man uſes all his art 
to continue this peculiarity unchanged; either 
by breeding from ſuch as had thoſe ſingulari= | 
ties, or by deſtroying ſuch as happened to want” 
them; beſides, as the dog produces much more 
frequently than ſome other animals, and lives a 
ſhorter time, ſo the chance for its varieties ese 
be offered in greater proportion. „„ 
But which is the original animal, md which Rn 
the artificial or accidental variety, is a queſtion 
which, as was ſaid, is not eaſily reſol ved. If 
the internal ſtructure of dogs of different ſorts 
be compared with each other, it will be found, 
except in point of ſize, that in this reſpect they: 
are exactly the fame. This, thetefore, affords 
no criterion. If other animals be compared 
with the dog internally, the wolf and the fox 
will be found to have the moſt perfect reſem- 
blance: it is probable, therefore, that the dog 
which moſt reſembles the wolf or the fox ex- : 
ternally, is the original animal of its kind; for 
it is natural to ſuppoſe; that as the dog moſt 
nearly reſembles them internally, ſo he may be 
near them in external reſembl nee alfo, except 
where art or accident has altered his form. This 
being ſuppoſed, if we look among the num 
ber of varieties to be found in the dog, we- 
hall not find one ſo like the wolf or the fox, ©. 
as that which is called the Shepherd's Dog. 


This is that dog with long coarſe hair on all 
parts 
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parts except the noſe, pricked ears, and a long 

noſe, which is common enough among us, and 
receives his name from being principally uſed in 
guarding and attending on ſheep. This ſeems to 


be the primitive animal of his kind; and we ſhall 


be the more confirmed in this opinion, if we 
attend to the different characters which climate 
produces in this animal, and the different races 


of dogs which are pfopagated in every country : 


and, in the firſt place, if we examine thoſe coun- 


tries which are ſtill favage, or but half civi- 
- lized, where it is moſt probable the dog, like 


his maſter, has received but few impreſſions 
from art, we ſhall find the ſhepherd's dog, or 
one very like him, till prevailing amongſt them, 
The dogs that have run wild in America, and 
in Congo, approach this form. The dog of 
Siberia, Lapland, and Iceland, of the Cape of 
Good Hope, of Madagaſcar, Madura, Calicut, 
and Malabar, have all a long noſe, pricked ears, 
and reſemble the ſhepherd's dog very nearly. In 
Guinea, the dog very ſpeedily takes this form ; 
for, at the ſecond or third generation, the ani- 


mal forgets to bark, his ears and his tail become 


pointed, and his hair drops off, while a coarſer, 
thinner kind comes in the place. This ſort of 
dog is alſo to be found in the temperate cli- 
mates in great abundance, particularly among 


_ thoſe who, preferring uſefulneſs to beauty, em- 


ploy an animal that requires very little inſtruc- 
| ” | tion 
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: Doo. KI up. 5 
tion to be ſerviceable. Notwithſtanding thi 
creature's deformity, his melancholy al | hero 


air, he. is ſuperior to all the reſt-of his kind in 


inſtinct; and, without any teaching, naturally 
takes to tending flocks, with an aſſiduity and 
vigilance that at once e _ yer! re- 
lieves his maſter :- 


In mes ee 


dog ſeems to partake of the univerſul refine- 
ment; and, like the men, becomes more beau- 
ſuming an education foreign to his nature. 
The dogs of Albany, of Greece, of Denmark, 


and of Ireland, are larger and ſtronger than 
thoſe of any other kind. In France, Germany, 
Spain, and Italy, the dogs are of various kinds, 


like the men; and this variety ſeems formed by 
croſſing the breed of ſuch a as are Weng mal 
various climates. 

The ſhepherd's dog may, „ boy con- 
ſidered as the primitive ſtock from whence theſe 


varieties are all derived. He makes the ſtem f 
that genealogical tree which has been branched 


out into every part of the world. This animal 
ſill continues pretty nearly in its: original ſtate 
among the poor in temperate elimates; being 
tranſported into the colder regions, he grows 


leſs and more ugly among the Laplanders; but 
becomes more perfect in Iceland, Ruſſia, and 


Siberia, here the climate is leſs rigorous; and 
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che people more civilized. Whatever differences 


5 e may be among the dogs of theſe countries, 


they are not very conſiderable, as they all have 
ſtrait ears, long and thick hair, a ſavage aſpect, 
ant do not bark either ſo often wn 
dogs of the more cultivated kind. . 

The ſhepherd's dog, ee into the 
temperate. climates, and among people entirely 


civilized, ſuch. as England, France, and Ger- 
many, will be diveſted ef his ſavage air, his 


pricked ears, his rough, long, and thick hair, 


and, from the ſingle influence of climate and 
food alone, will become either a Matin, a Maſ- 


tiff, or an Hound. Theſe three ſeem the im- 
mediate deſcendants of the former; and from 
them the other varieties are produced. © 

- The Hound, the Harrier, and the Beagle, 


5 een bee ae e for. although the 


bitch is covered but by one of them, yet in her 


| litters are found puppies reſembling all the 


three. This animal, tranſported into Spain or 


Barbary, where the hair of all quadrupedes be- 
comes ſoft and long, will be there converted 


into the land- ſpaniel, and the en a - 
«theſe of different ſizes.  . 

The Grey Matin Hound, Which is Fi Ae 
ee tranſported to the North, becomes the 


great Daniſh dog; and this, ſent into the ſouth, 


becomes the grey-hound, of different ſizes. 
The fame, * into Ireland, the UK- 
8 naine, 
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Tainey * [ 8 Epirus, and Albania, becomes 


the great wolf - dog, [known by che hams IF 


DD i <5 a LE 
The. Maſtiff, ich is the third branch, _ 


| ch Eogland,; when, u 
into Denmark becomes the little, Daniſh dog; | 


and this little Daniſh, dog, ſent into the tropical 
and warm climates, becomes the animal called 
the Turkiſh dog, without hair. All theſe races, 
with their varieties, are produced by the in- 
fluence of climate, joined to the different food, 
education, and ſhelter, which they have received 
among mankind. / All other kinds may be con- 
ſidered. as mongrel races, produced by the con- 


currence of theſe, and found rather by croſſing 


the breed than by attending to the individual, 
As theſe are extremely numerous, and very 
different in different countries, it would be al- 
moſt endleſs to mention the whole; beſides, 
nothing but experience can aſcertain: the reality 


of thoſe conjectures already made, although they 


have ſo» much the appearance of: probability; 
and until that gives more certain; information, 
we muſt be excuſed Korn ANgxing; more mi- 
hows into the ſubjeR. - | | 
With regard to the * at, our 1 in 5 
1 the varieties are very great, and the 
number every dap eacreaſing, . And this. muſt 
happen in a country ſo open by commerce to 
i LEONG and where: wealth, is apt to produce 


capricious 


* 
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capricious predilection. Here che uglieſt and 
the moſt uſeleſs of their kinds will be enter 
tained merely for their ſingularity; and, being 
imported only to be looked at, they will loſe 
eveh that ſmall degree of ſagacity which they 
poſſeſſed in their natural climates. From this 
importation of foreign uſeleſs dogs, our own 
native breed is, I am informed, greatly dege- 
nerated, and the varieties now to be found in 
England much more numerous than they were 
in the times of Queen Elizabeth, when Doctor 
Caius attempted their natural hiſtory.” Sen 
of theſe he mentions are no longer to be found 
among us, although many have ſince been in- 
troduced, by no means ſo ſerviceable as thoſe 
which have been ſuffered to decaxg. 
4 He divides the whole race into three kinds: | 
The firſt is, the generous kind, which conſiſts 
of the tarrier, the harrier, and the blood-hound; 
the gaze-hound, the grey-hound, the leymmer, 
and the tumbler; all theſe are uſed for hunting. 
Then the ſpaniel,” the ſetter, | and the water- 
ſpaniel, or finder, were uſed for fowling; and 
the ſpaniel, gentle, or lap-dog, for amuſement. 
The ſecond is the farm kind, conſiſting of the 
ſhepherd's dog and the maſtiff. And the third 
is the mongrel kind; conſiſting of the wappe, 
the turn-ſpit, and the dancer. To theſe va- 
rieties we may add at preſent, the bull-dog, 


the Dutch — the „ the pointer, 
and 
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10 aid Dane, with a variety of lap-dogs, which, 
as they are perfectly uſeleſs, 11 be .conlidered 
as unworthy of a name. 

« The Tarrier is a mall kind & hound e, 3 
with rough hair, made uſe of to force the fox or 
the badger out of their holes; or rather to give 
notice, by their barking, in what part of their 
kennel the fox or badger. reſides, when the | 
ſportſmen intend to dig them out, 

« The Harrier, as well as the beagle 2 che 
fox-hound, are uſed for hunting; of all other 


animals, they have the quickeſt and moſt dif- 


tinguiſhing ſenſe of ſmelling. The properly 
breeding, matching, and training theſe, make 


up the buſineſs of many men's lives. 


« The Blood-hound was a dog of great uſe, 
and in high eſteem among our anceſtors. Its 
employ was to recover any game that had 


eſcaped wounded from the bunter, or had been 


killed, and ſtolen out of the foreſt. But it was 
ſill more employed in hunting thieves and rob 
bers by their footſteps: At that time, when the 
country was leſs peopled than at preſent, and 


when, conſequently, the footſteps of one man 


were leſs croſſed and obliterated by thoſe of 
others, this animal was very ſerviceable in ſuch 


purſuits ; but at preſent, when the country is 
every where peopled, this variety is ite worn 


e Zoology. i rent” 
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' out; probably becauſe it was found of leſs ſer= 
vice than formerly. 
The Gaze-hound hunted, like our grey- 
hounds, by the eye and not by the ſcent. It 
cheſed indifferently the fox, hare, or buck. It 
would ſele& from the herd the fatteſt and faireſt 
deer, purſue it by the eye, and if loſt recover 
it again with amazing ſagacity. This ſpecies 
is now loſt or unknown among "Os 
The Grey-hound is very well know at pre- 

fent, and was formerly held in ſuch eſtimation, 
that it was the peculiar companion of a gentle- 
man; who, in the times of ſemi-barbariſm, was 
known by his horſe, his hawk, and his grey- 
hound. Perſons under a certain rank of life are 
forbidden, by ſome late game-laws, from keep- | 
ing this animal; wherefore, to diſguiſe it the 
better, they cut off its tail. 

The Leymmer is a ſpecies now „ 
to us. It hunted both by ſcent and ſight, and 
was led in a leyme or thong, from whence it 
received its name. 

« The Tumbler was leſs than the hound, 

more ſcraggy, and had pricked ears; ſo that by 

the deſcription it ſeems to anſwer to the modern 
| Jurcher, This took its prey by mere cunning, 
depending neither on the goodneſs of its noſe 
nor its ſwiftneſs. If i it came into a warren, it 
neither barked nor ran on the rabbits; but, 
ſeemingly inattentive, approached ſufficientiy 
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55 near dl ft it came within reach 


to require a deſcription. Docta 


[es 1 „ 


| a they bee 5 

them by a ſudden ſpring. ho 
The Land Spaniel, which 8 1 its | 
name from Spain, where it might have acquired. 
the ſoftneſs, of its hair, is well known at preſent. 


There are two varieties of this kind; namely, 


the Slater, uſed in hawking-to ſpring the game; 
and the Setter, that crouches down when- it 
ſcents the birds, till the net be drawn over 
them. I have read ſomewhere, that the famous 
poet, Lord Surry, was the firſt who taught dogs 
to „ it being an amuſement to this 1 only 
known in Rs © 1 
« The Water Spaniel was anather ſpecies 


uſed in fowling. This ſeems to be the moſt | : 


docile of all the dog kind; and this docility is 
particularly. owing to his natural attachment to 
man. Many other kinds will not bear correc- 
tion; but this patient creature, though very 
fierce to ſtrangers, ſeems. unalterable in his af- 
fections; and blows. and ill-ulage ſeem only ta 
encreaſe his regard. 

« The Lap- dog, at the time of Doctor Caius, 
was of Malteſe, breed; at preſent it comes from 
different countries; 3 in general, the more auk- 
ward or e dinar ame 
are prized. YE f 
* Shepherd's Dog has bens already men- 
tioned, and as for the maſtiff, he is too common | 


WO | 
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| Was three of theſe were reckoned a match 87 a 
bear, and four for a lion. However, we are 
told that three of them overcame. a lion in the 
times of King James the Firſt; two of them 
being diſabled in the combat, the third obliged 
the lion to ſeek for ſafety by flight” 
& As to the laſt diviſion, namely, oF-the- 
Wappe, the Turnſpit, and the Dancer, theſe 
were mongrels, of no certain ſhape, and made 
uſe of only to alarm the family, or, being taught 
3 variety of r were ONE wade 
ſhow. Fi „„ =] Wi 
« With regard. to thoſe of 15 pee 
the Bull-dog, as Mr. Buffon ſuppoſes, is a 
breed between the ſmall Dane and the Engliſh 
maſtiff. The large Dane is the talleſt dog that 
is generally bred in England. It is ſomewhat 
between a maſtiff and a grey-hound in ſhape, 
being more ſlender than the one, and much 
ſtronger than the other. They are chiefly uſed 
rather for ſhew than ſervice, being neither good 
in the yard nor the field. The higheſt are moſt. 
eſteemed; and they generally cut off their ears 
to improve their hgure, as ſome abſurdly- ſup- 
poſe. The harlequin is not much unlike the 
ſmall Dane, being an uſeleſs animal, ſomewhat -- 
between an Italian greyhound and a Dutch 
maſtiff. To theſe ſeveral others might be add- 
ed, ſuch as the pug-dog, the black breed, and 
the ah ; Tu in LT the varieties are ſo 
33 1 
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rumerows, -45, to farigue even te moſt ardent. a 


curioſity. 


Of theſe 5 the foreign kinds, 1 ſhall bd EE 


5 only three, which are more remarkable than C 


any of the reſt. The Lion Dog greatly re- 


ſembles that animal, in miniature, from whence, 


it takes the name. The hair of the fore part 


of the body is extremely long, while that of the 


hinder part is as ſhort. The noſe is ſhort, - the 
tail Iong, and tufted at the point, ſo that in 
all theſe particulars it is entirely like the lion. 
However, it differs very much from that fierce 
animal in nature and diſpoſition, being one f 
the ſmalleſt animals of its kind, extremely fee- 
ble, timid, and inactive. It comes originally 
from Malta, where it is found ſo ſmall, that 
women carry it about in their ſlee ves. 
That animal falſely called the Turkiſh Dog, | 


differs greatly from all the reſt of the kind, in 


being entirely without hair. The ſkin, Which 
is perfectly bare, is of a-fleſh colour, with brown 
ſpots; and their figure at firſt view is rather 
diſguſting. Theſe ſeem to be of the ſmall 
Danith breed, brought into a warm climate, 5 
and there, by a ſucceſſion of generations, di- 
veſted of their hair. For this. reaſon, they are 
extremely chilly, and unable to endure the cold 
of our climate; and even in the midſt of ſum- 
mer they continue to ſhiver as we ſee men in a 
froſty day. Their ſpots are brown, as was ſaid, 
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bh well marked, and eaſily diſtinguiſhable in ſum- 

4 mer, but in the cold of winter they entirely 
1 vp diſappear. They are called the Turkiſh breed, 
| q + although brought from a much warmer climate; ; 
\ for ſome of them have been known to come 
1.3 from the warmeſt parts of Africa and the Eaſt- 
bo Indies. 

[ i 1 cc The laſt variety, and the moſt Wönc | 
1 ef all that I ſhall mention, is the Great Iriſh 
4 1 . Wolf-Dog ; ; that may be conſidered as the firſt 
bt ! of the canine ſpecies. This animal, which is 
| 4 7 very rare even in the only country in the world 
14 where it is to be found, is rather kept for ſhow 
\ {Bi than uſe, there being neither wolves nor any 

1 other formidable beaſts of prey in Ireland, that 


ſcem to require ſo powerful an antagoniſt, The 
wolf- dog is therefore bred up in the houſes of 
the great, or ſuch gentlemen as chuſe to keep 


him as a curioſity, being neither good for hunt- 


ing the hare, the fox, or the ſtag, and equally 
unſerviceable as an houſe-dog. Neverthelefs, 


he is extremely beautiful and majeſtic to ap- 
pearance, being the greateſt of the dog kind to 


be ſeen in the world. The largeſt of thoſe I 
have ſeen, and J have ſeen above a dozen, Was 
about four feet high, or as tall as a calf of a 


year old. He was made extremely like a grey- 


hound, but rather more robuſt, and inclining to 
the figure of the French matin, or the great 


Dane. His eye was 4 his colour white, 
e | and 


38 N 5 271 
and T4 nature ſeemed beavy and phlegmatic, 3 
This J aſcribed to his having been bred up to 4 
ſize beyond his nature; for we ſee in man, and 
all other animals, that ſuch as are overgrown 
are neither fo vigorous nor alert as thoſe of 
more moderate ſtature. The greateſt pains 
have been taken with theſe to enlarge the breed, 
both by food and matching. This end was ef- 
fectually obtained, indeed; for the ſize was 
enormous; but, as it ſeemed ta me, at the ex- 
pence of the animal's fierceneſs, vigilance, and 
ſagacity. However, I was informed otherwiſe ; 
the gentleman who bred them aſſuring me that 
a maſtiff would be nothing when oppoſed to one 
of them, who generally ſeized their antagoniſt 
by the back: he added, that they would worry the - 
ſtrongeſt bull-dogs, in a few minutes, to death, 
But this ſtrength did not appear either in thefr 
figure or their inclinations ; they ſeemed rather 
more timid than the ordinary race of dogs; and 
their ſkin was much thinner, and conſequently 
leſs fitted for combat. Whether with theſe dif- 
advantages they were capable, as I was told, 
of ſingly coping with bears, others may deter- 
mine; however, they have but few oppor- 
tunities, in their own country, of exerting their 
ſtrength, as all wild carnivorous analy there 
are only cf the vermin kind. Mr. Buffon ſeems 
to be of opinion that theſe are the true Moloſ- 
Gan dogs of the ancients; he gives no reaſon 
N 4 for 
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for this opinion, and 1 am apt to think it ill. 
grounded. Not to trouble the reader with a 
tedious critical diſquiſition, which I have all 
along avoided, it will be ſufficient to obſerve, 

- that Nemeſianus, in giving directions for the 

| Choice of a bitch, adviſes to have one of 
Spartan or Moloflian breed; and among ſeveral 
other perfections, he ſays that the ears ſhould 
be dependent, and fluctuate as ſhe runs *. 
This, however, is by no means the caſe with 

the Iriſh wolf-dog, whoſe ears reſemble thoſe 
of the grey-hound, and are far from fluctuating 
with the animal's motions. But of whatever 
kinds theſe dogs may be, whether known among 
the ancients, or whether produced by a later 
mizture, they are now almoſt quite worn away, 
and are very rarely to be met with even in Ire- 
land. If carried to other countries, they ſoon 
degenerate; ; and even at home, unleſs great 
care be taken, they quickly alter. They were 
once employed in clearing the iſland of wolves, 
which infeſted it in great plenty ; but theſe 
being deſtroyed, the dogs alſo are wearing 
Wy as if Ny meant to blot out the 7 


% 


In Lacedæmonio natam ſeu rure Moloflo— | 
Rembus ampla ſatis validis, diductaque coxas 
Caique nimis molles fluitent in curſibus aures. 


NEMESIAN. 


when 


the kind; but what are his moſt boaſted ex- 
ploits to 7 5 mentioned of the Epirotic dogs” 


t N * 


when i bad, no bee * eee to per- 
form. 3 


4 In 1 e e 8 1 22 animals 
4 from the face of nature, that were once 


well known, but are now ſeen no longer. _ The 


enormous. elk of the ſame kingdom, that, by 
its horns, could not have been leſs than eleven 
feet high, the wolf, and even the wolf-dog, are 
extinct, or only eee in ſuch a manner as 
to prove their, former plenty and exiſtence; 
From hence it is probable that many of the 
nobler kinds of dogs, of which the ancients 
have given us. ſuch beautiful deſeriptions, are 


no utterly unknown ; : ſince among the whole 


breed we have not one that will venture to en- 
gage the lion or the tiger in ſingle combat. 
The Engliſh bull-dog is perhaps the braveſt of 


- 


by Pliny, or the Indian dogs by &han?- Ihe 
latter gives us a deſcription of a combat between 
a dog and a lion, which 1 will take leave to 
tranſlate. 5 N | 

„When 1 was ho his” con- 
queſts in India, one of. the principal men of 
that country Was deſirqus of ſhewing him the 
value of the dogs which, his country produced. 
Bringing his dog into. the king's preſence; he 
ordered a ſtag to be let looſe before him, which. 
the dog, Ape, as an umrorthy enemy, re- 

5 N ä mained 
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im quite regardleſs of the animal, and 
never once ſtirred from his place. His maſter 
then ordered a wild boar to be ſet out; but the 
dog thought even this a deſpicable foe, and re- 
mained calm and regardleſs as before. He was 
next tried with a bear; but till deſpifing his ene- 
my, he only waited for an obſect more worthy of 
his courage and his force. At laſt, they brought 
forth a tremendous lion, and then the dog ac- 
knowledged his antagoniſt, and prepared for 
combat. He inſtantly diſcovered a degree of 
ungovernable ardour; and, flying at the lion 
with fury, ſeized him by the throat, and totally 
difabled him from reſiſtance. Upon this, the 
Indian, who was deſirous: of ſurpriſing the king, 
and knowing the conſtancy and bravery of his 
dog, ordered his tail to be cut off; which was 
eaſily performed, as the bold animal was em- 
ployed in holding the lion. He next ordered 
one of his legs to be broken; which, however, 
did not in the leaſt abate the dog's ardour, but 
he ſtill kept his hold as before. Another leg 
was then broken; but the-dog, as if he had 
ſuffered no pain, only preſſed the lion ſtill the 
more. In this cruel manner, all his legs were 
cut off, without abating his courage; and at 
laſt, when even his head was ſeparated from 
his body, the jaws ſeemed to keep their former 
Hold. A fight fo cruel did not fail to affect 
the king with very ſtrong emotions, at once 
pitying 


Doc K. 1 EN 27 
pitying the mou fate, and . i nN 
tude. Upon which the Indian, ſeeing him thus 
moved, preſented him with four dogs of the 


| fame kind, which in ſome meaſure alleviated his 


uneaſineſs for the loſs of the former. 
The breed of dogs, however, in that coun- 
try, is at preſent very much inferior to hat this 


ſtory ſeems to imply; ſince, in many places, in- 


ſtead of dogs, they have animals of the cat kind 


for hunting. In other places alſo, this admira- 
ble and faithful animal, inſtead of being applied 
to his natural uſes, is only kept to be eaten. All 
over China there are dog-butchers, and ſham- 
bles appointed for ſelling their fleſh. In Canton, 
particularly, there is a ſtreet appointed for that 
purpoſe; and what is very extraordinary, wher- 
ever a dog-butcher appears, all the dogs of the 
place are ſure to be in full cry after him; they 
know their enemy, and perſecute him as far as 
they are able.” Along the coaſts of Guinea, 
their fleſh is eſteemed a'delicacy by the Ne- 
groes; and they will give one of their cows for 
a dog. But, among this barbarous and brutal 
people, ſcarce any thing that has life comes 
amiſs; and they may well take up with à dog, 
ſince they conſider toads, lizards, and even the 
fleſh of the tiger itſelf, as a dainty. It may per- 
haps happen that the fleſh of this animal, which 
is ſo indifferent in the temperate climates, may 
An a better quality in tuoſe wuich are more 
N 6 warm; 


— 
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warm; dit it is more than probable that the 
, diverſity is rather in man than in the fleſh of the 
dog; ſince in the cold countries the fleſh is 


enten with equal appetite by the ſavages ; and 
they have their dog-feaſts a bore tara = 


we have ours for veniſon. - 
In our climate, the wild animals then moſt 4 
eee ee the fox; 
theſe in their internal conformation greatly re- 
ſemble each other, and yet in their natures are 
very diſtin. The ancients aſſerted that they 
bred together; and I am aſſured by eredible 
perſons, that there are many animals in this 
country bred between a dog and a fox. Ho-¹w- - 
ever, all the endeavours of Mr. Buffon to make 
them engender, as he aſſures us, were ineffec- 
tual. For this purpoſe, he bred up a young. 
wolf, taken in the woods, at two months old, 
with a matin dog of the ſame age. They were 
ſhut up together, without any other, in a large 
yard, where they had a ſhelter for retiring. 
They neither of them knew any other indivi- 
dual of their kind, nor even any other man 
but he who had the charge of feeding them, 
- In this manner they were kept for three years; 
ſtill with the fame attention, and without con- 
ſtraining or tying them up. During the firſt 
year the young animals played with each other 
continually, and ſeemed to love each other very 
much. In the 3 mY they began to diſpute 
: about 
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about aki vietuals, although they 3 given is. 


more than they could uſe. The quarrel always 


began on the wolf's fide. - They were brought 2 
their food, which conſiſted of fleſh and bones, 
upon a large wooden platter, which was laid on 


the ground. Juſt as it was put down, the Wolf, 


inſtead of falling to the meat, began by driving | 


off the dog; and took the platter in his teeth 
ſo expertly, that he let nothing of what it con- 


tained fall upon the ground; and in this man- | 
ner carried it off; but as he could not entirely | 


eſcape, he was frequently ſeen to run with it 
round the yard five or ſix times, ſtill carrying 


it in a poſition that none of its contents could 
fall. In this manner it would continue running, 


only now and then ſtopping to take breath, 


until the dog coming up, the wolf would leave 


the victuals to attack him. The dog, however, 
was the ſtronger of the two; but as it was more 
gentle, in order to ſecure him from the wolf 's 
attack, he had a collar put round his neck. In 
the third year, the quarrels of theſe ill-paired 
aſſociates were more vehement, and their com- 


bats more frequent; the wolf, therefore, had a 


collar put about its neck, as well as the dog, 
who began to be more fierce and unmereiful. 


teſtify the leaſt tendency towards engendering; 


and it was not till the end of the third, that the 
wolf, which was the female, ſhewed the natural 


During the two firſt years, neither ſeemed to 
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defire, but without abating either in its fierce- 
neſs. or obſtinacy. This appetite rather en- 
creaſed than repreſſed their mutual animoſity ; 
they became every day more intractable and 
ferocious, and nothing was heard between them 


but the ſounds of rage and reſentment. They 
both, in leſs than three weeks, became remark- 


ably lean, without ever approaching each other, 


but to combat. At length, their quarrels be- 
came ſo deſperate, that the dog killed the wolf, 


who was become more weak and feeble; and 


he was ſoon after himſelf obliged to be killed, 
for, upon being ſet at liberty, he inſtantly fler 
upon every animal he met, fowls, dogs, and 


even men eee not _—— his wc 


fury. 
The fame a tienen f 
taken young, but with no better ſucceſs; _ 
were never found to engender with dogs; and 
our learned naturaliſt ſeems to be of opinior 

that their natures are too oppoſite ever to pro- 
voke mutual defire. One thing, however, muſt 
be remarked, that the animals on which he 
tried his experiments were rather too old when 
taken, and had partly acquired their natural 
ſavage appetites, before they came into his poſ- 
ſeſſion. The wolf, as he acknowledges, was 


two or three months old before it was caught, 


and the foxes were taken in traps. It may, 
FRO be cakily uppoſed, that nothing could 


ever 
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ever after thoroughly tame thoſe creatures, that 
had been ſuckled in the wild fate; and had 
caught alt the habitudes of the dam. I have 
ſcen theſe animals, when taken earlier in the 
woods, become very tame ; and, indeed, they | 
rather were diſpleaſing by being too familiar Ts 
than too ſhy. It were to be wiſhed that the - 
experiment were tried upon ſuch as theſe; and 
it is mofe than prabable that it would produce 5 
the defired ſucceſs. Nevertheleſs, theſe expe- 
riments are ſufficient to prove that neither tue 
wolf nor the fox are of the fame nature wit 
the dog, but each of a ſpecies perfectly diſtinct, 
and their Joint produce L ears "probably" un- 
fruitful. 

Ihe dog, when firſt whetpea, is not 4 com- 
pletely finiſhed animal. In this kind, as in all 
the reſt which bring forth many at a time, the 
young are not ſs perfect as in thoſe which bring : 
forth but one or two. They are always pro- 
duced with the eyes cloſed, the lids: being held 
together, not by ſticking, but by a kind of thin 
membrane, which is torn as ſoon as the upper 
eye-lid becomes ſtrong enough to raiſe it from 
the under. In general, their eyes are not opened 
till ten or twelve days old. During that time, 
the bones of the ſcull are not completed, the 
body is puffed up, the noſe is ſhort, and the 
whole form but ill ſketched out. In leſs than a 
month the puppy begins to uſe all its ſenſes; 
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and, from thence, makes, haſty advances to its 
perfection. At the fourth month the dog loſes 
ſome of his teeth, as in other animals, and theſe 
are renewed by ſuch as never fall. The num- 
ber of theſe amount to forty-two, which, is 
twelve. more than is found in any. of the cat 
kind, which are known never to have above 
thirty. The teeth of the dog, being his great 
and only weapon, are formed in a manner much 
more ſerviceable than thoſe of the former 3. an 
there is ſcarce any quadrupede that has a greater 
facility in rending, cutting, or chewing i its food, 
He cuts with his inciſors, or fore- teeth, he holds 
with his four great canine teeth, and he chews 
his meat with his grinders; 0 theſe are fourteen 
in number, and ſo placed that, when the jaws 
are ſhut, there remains a diſtance between them, 
ſo that the dog, by opening his mouth ever ſo 
wide, does not loſe the power of his jaws. But 
it is otherwiſe i in the cat kind, whoſe inciſors or 
cutting teeth are very ſmall, and whoſe grinding 
teeth, when brought together, touch more cloſely. 
than thoſe of the dog, and, conſequently, have. 
leſs power. "Thus, for hs Soy I can ſqueeze 
any thing more forcibly. between my thumb and 
fore-finger, where the diſtance is greater, than 
between any other two fingers, whoſe diſtance, 
from each other is leſs, 


age 


This animal i is habe of re-producing, at the | 


3 
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young, and lives to about the age of twelve years. 
Few quadrupedes are leſs delicate in their food ; ; 
and yet there are many kinds of birds which the 


dog will not venture to touch. He is even 


known, although in a ſavage ſtate, to abſtain 


from injuring ſome which one might ſuppoſe he 


had every reaſon to oppoſe. The dogs and the 
vultures which live wild about Grand Cairo in 
Egypt, (for the Mahometan law has expelled 


this uſeful animal from human ſociety) continue 


together in a very ſociable and friendly manner t+ 
As they are both uſeful in deyouring ſuch car- 


caſes as might otherwiſe putrefy, and thus infect 1 5 


the air, the inhabitants ſupply them with provi- 
ſions every day, in order to keep them near the 
city. Upon theſe occaſions, the quadrupedes 
and birds are often ſeen together tearing the 
ſame piece of fleſh, without the leaſt enmity; 
on the contrary, they are known to live together 

with a kind of affection, and 90 up their 
young in the ſame neſt. 


* To this deſcription I will beg leave to add a few par- 
ticulars from Linnæus, as I find them in the original. 


Vomitua gramina purgatur : cacat ſupra lapidem. Al- 


bum grecum antiſepticum ſummum. Mingit ad latus 


(this, however, not till the animal is nine months old) 
cum hoſpite ſæpe centies. Odorat anum alterius. Pro- 
cis. rixantibus crudelis. Menſtruans coit cum variis. 
Mordet illa illos. Coheret copula jundtus. 
+ Haſfelquiſt Iter Palæſtin, p. 23334. 
6 Although 
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Alchough the dog is a voracious animal, yet 
de can Bear hunger for a very long time. We 
Rave an inſtance, in the Memoirs of the Aca- 
demy of Sciences, of this kind, in which a bitch 
that had been forgotten in a country-houſe, lived 
forty days, without any other nouriſhment than 
the wool of a quilt which ſhe had torn in pieces. 
It ſhould ſeem that water is more neceſſary to 
the dog than food; he drinks often, though not 
abundant!y ; and it is commonly believed, that 
when .abridged in water, he runs mad. This 
dreadful malady, the conſequences of which are 
ſo well known, is the greateſt inconvenience 
that refults from the keeping this faithful do- 
meſtie. But it is a diſorder by no means ſo | 
frequent as the terrors of the timorous would 
ſuppoſe; the dog has been often accuſed of 
madneſs, without a fair trial; and ſome perſons 
have been ſuppoſed to receive their deaths from 
his bite, when either their own ill-grounded 
fears, or their natural diforders, were the true 
cauſe. ; 


n WOLF. 


TBE dog and the wolf are fo very much 
alike internally, that. the moſt expert anatomiſts 
ean ſcarce perceive the difference; and it may 
be aflerted alſo, that, externally, ſome dogs 
more nearly reſemble the wolf than they do 
Go FE "",  _—_ 
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| eh en It was this ſtrong Gmilitade that 
firſt led ſome naturaliſts to conſider them as 
the ſame animal, and to look upon the wolf as 
the dog i in its ſtate of ſavage freedom: however, 
this opinion is entertained no longer; the na- 
tural antipathy thoſe two animals bear to each 
other, the longer time which the wolf goes 
with young than the dog, the one going over 
an hundred days, and the other not quite ſixty; 
the longer period of life in the former than the 
latter, the wolf living twenty years, the dog not 
fifteen; all ſufficiently point out a' diſtinction, 
and draw a line that * ever 8 OY 

aunder 7 © 
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| inſertion of the tail, is about three feet ſeven 
inches long, and about two feet five” inches 
high ; which ſhews him to be larger than our 
great breed of maſtiffs, which are ſeldom found 
to be above three feet by two. His colour is a 
mixture of black, brown, and grey, extremely 
rough and hard, but mixed towards the roots 
with a kind of aſh- coloured fur. In comparing 
him to any of our well-known breed of dogs, 
the great Dane, or mongrel greyhound, for ing 
ſtance, he will appear to have the legs ſhorter, 
the head larger, the muzzle, thicker, the eyes 
ſmaller, and more ſeparated from each other, 
and the ears ſhorter and ſtraiter. He appears, 


in every reſpect, ſtronger than the dog; ; and the 
ons ms 


284 ANIMALS OF THE 


length of his hair contributes ſtill more to his 
robuſt appearance. The feature which prin- 
cipally diſtinguiſhes the viſage of the wolf. from 
that of the dog, is the eye, which opens ſlant- 
ingly upwards, in the ſame direction with the 
noſe; whereas, in the dog, it opens more at 
right angles with the noſe, as in man. The 
* . tail alſo, in this animal, is long and buſhy; and 
he carries it rather more nern his hind legs 
than the dog i is ſeen to do. The colour of the 
eye - balls in the wolf are of a fiery green, and 
gives his viſage a fierce and formidable air, 
which his natural gion does by no. means * 
contradict *. | 
The wolf is one of thoſe 3 tink ap- 
petite for animal food is the moſt vehement; 
and whoſe means of ſatisfying this appetite are 
the moſt various. Nature has furniſhed him 
with ſtrength, cunning, agility, and all thoſe 
requiſites which fit an animal for purſuing, 
oyertaking, and conquering its prey; and yet, 
with all theſe, the wolf moſt frequently dies of 
hunger, for he is the declared enemy of man. 
Being long proſcribed, and a reward offered 
for his head, he is obliged. to fly from human 
e and to live in the foreſt, where the 
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* The reſt of this Wide of the wolf i is taken from 
Mr. Buffon, and T-look upon it as a complete model 
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few wild Saks to be pag hens eſcape him 


either by their ſwiftneſs or their art; or are ſup- | 


plied in too ſmall a proportion to ſatisfy Bi 
rapacity. He is naturally dull and Sai 


but frequently diſappointed, and as often res 
duced to the verge of famine, he becomes in. 


| genious from want, and couragious from ne- 
ceflity. * When preſſed with hunger, he braves 


danger, and comes to attack thoſe animals which 


are under the protection of man, particularly 

ſuch as he can readily carry away, lambs, ſheęp, 
or even dogs themſelves, for all animal food be- 
comes then equally agreeable. When this ex- 


curſion has ſucceeded, he often returns to the _ 
charge, until having been wounded or hard 
preſſed by the dogs, or the ſhepherds, he hides 


himſelf by day in the thickeſt coverts, and only 


ventures out at night; he then fallies forth over 


the country, keeps peering round the villages, 
carries off ſuch animals as'are not under protec- 


tion, attacks the ſheep-folds, ſcratches up and 


undermines the threſholds 'of doors where they 
are houſed, enters furious, and deſtroys all be- 


fore he begins to fix upon and carry off his prey. 


When tied fallies do not ſucceed,” he then re- 


turns to the thickeſt part of the foreſt, content 
to purſue thoſe ſmaller animals, which, even 


when taken, afford him but a ſcanty ſupply. 


He there goes re gularly to work, follows by 


the un to the view, ſtill keeps follow- 


ing; 
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ing, hopeleſs himſelf of c the prey, but 
expecting that ſome other wolf will come in to 
his alſiſtance, and then content to ſhare the 
ſpoilt At laſt, when his neceſſities are very 
vr ent, he boldl Fl faces certain deſtruction; he 
attack: women and children, and ſometimes ven- 


tures even, to fall upon men, becomes furious 


„ IR 1s 


adneſs. By 
The wolf, as Ar 8 as N T4 | 


75 nearly reſembles che dog, that he ſeems model- 


led upon the ſame plan and yet he only offers 
the reverſe of the medal. If his form be like, 
his nature is ſo different, that he only preſerves 
the ill qualities of the dog, without any of his 


good ones. Indeed, they are ſo different in 


their diſpoſitions, that no two animals can have 
a more perfect antipathy to each other. A 
young dog ſhudders at the fight of a wolf; he 
even ſhuns his ſcent, which, though unknown, 
is ſo repugnant to his nature, that he comes 


' trembling to take protection near his maſter, 


A dog who is, ſtronger, and who knows his 


ſtrength, briſtles up at the ſight, teſtifies his 


animoſity, attacks him with courage, endeavours 
to put him to flight, and does all in his power 


to rid himſelf of a preſence that is bateful to 
bim. They neyer meet without either flying 
or fighting; fighting for life and death, and 


ent mercy on either ſide. If the wolf is 
the 


\ Dos K IN . 287 


the ſtrongkr, he tears and FO tis prey; 


the dog, on the contrary, is more generous, and © 
contents himſelf with his victory; he does not 


| ſeem to think that the body of a dead enemy ſmells 
well ;, he leaves him where he falls, to ſerve as 
food for birds of prey, or for other wolves, _ 


ſince they devour each other; and when one 
wolf happens to be deſperately wounded, the reſt 


track him by his 3 and are ſure to few | 


him no_mercy.. 
The dog, even in 1 33 te, is not 
cruel; he is eaſily tamed, and continues firmly 


attached to his maſter. The wolf, when taken 


young, becomes tame, but never has an attach 


ment; nature is ſtronger in him than educa»: 
tion; he reſumes, with age, his natural. diſpo- 


ſitions, and returns, as ſoon as he can, to the 
wa from whence he was taken. Dogs, even 


of the gulleſt kinds, ſeek the company of other 
animals; they are naturally difpoſed to follow 
and accompany other creatures beſide them- 


ſelves; and even by inſtinct, without any edu- 


catiog, take to the care of flocks and herds. 


The wolf, on the contrary, is the enemy of all 
ſociety; he does not even keep much company 
with thoſe of his kind. When they are ſeen in 
packs together, it is not to be conſidered as a 
peaceful ſociety, but à combination for War; 
they teſtify their hoſtile intentions by their loud 


howlings, and * weir * diſcover a pro- 


jet 
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ject for attacking ſome great animal, ſuch as a 
ſtag or a bull, or to deftfoy ſome more redoubt- 
_ able watch-dog. T he inſtant their military ex- 


mee is completed, their ſociety" is at an end; 
ey then part, and each returns in ſilence to his 
ſolitary retreat. There is not even any ſtrong 
attachments between the male and female; 

they ſeek each other only once a year, and re- 


main but a few days together: they always 


couple in winter; at which time ſeveral males 
are ſeen following one female, and this aſſocia- 
tion is ſtill more bloody than the former: : they 
diſpute moſt eruelly, growl, bark, fight, and tear 
each other; and it ſometimes happens that the 
majority kill the wolf which has been chiefly 


p preferred by the female. It i is uſual for the ſhe- 


wolf to fly from them all with him ſhe has 


choſen; and watches this e when the 
reſt are aſleep. 


The ſeaſon for cont doen not continue 
above twelve or fifteen days; and uſually com- 
mences among the oldeſt, thoſe which are young 
being later in their deſires. The males have 


no fixed time for engendering; they paſs from | 


one female to the other, beginning at the end 
of December, and ending at the latter end of 


February. The time of pregnancy is about three 


months and an half; and the young wolves 
are found from the latter end of April to the 
N of N The long continuance of 
the 


1 „ 
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the wolf's pregnancy 1s ſufficient to inake's 
diſtinction between it and the dog; did not alſo 


the fiery fierceneſs of the eyes, the howI inſtead 


of barking, and the greater duration of its life, 


leave no doubt of its being an animal of its on 
particular ſpecies. In other reſpects, however, 
they are entirely alike; the wolf couples exactiy 
like the dog, the parts are formed in the ſame 


manner, and their ſeparation hindered by the 


ſame cauſe. When the ſhe-wolves are near 
their time of bringing forth, they ſeek ſome very 
tufted ſpot, in the thickeſt part of the foreſt; 
in the middle of this they make a ſmall opening, 
cutting away the thorns and briars wich their 
teeth, and afterwards carry thither a great quan- 
tity of moſs, which they form into à bed: for 


their young ones. They generally bring forth: 


five or fix, and ſometimes even to nine at a lit- 
ter, The cubs are brought forth, like thoſe of 
the bitch, with the eyes cloſed; the dam ſuckles 
them for ſome weeks, and teaches them betimes 
to eat fleſh, which ſhe prepares for them, by 
chewing it firſt herſelf. Some time after ſhe _ 
brings them ſtronger food, hares, partridges, amd 
birds yet alive. The young wolves'begin*by 
playing with them, and end by killing them. 
The dam then ſtrips them of their feathers, tears 
them in pieces, and gives to each of them a 


ſhare, They do not leave the den where they 


have been littered, till they are Tix Weeks or 
Vor. II py * two 
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two months old. They then follow the old one, 
who- leads them to drink to the trunk of ſome 
old tree where the water has ſettled, or at ſome 
pool in the ie pen "ob If ſhe apprehends 
any danger, ſhe inſtantly conceals them in the 
firſt convenient place, or brings them back to 
their farmer retreat. In this manner they fol- 
low her for ſome months; when they are at- 
tacked, ſhe defends them with all her ſtrength, 
other times, more timorous than the male, at 
that ſeaſon ſhe becomes bold and fearleſs; wil- 
lung perhaps to teach the young ones future cou- 

rage by her- own example. It is not till they are 
about ten or twelve months old, and until they 
have ſhed their firſt teeth, and completed the 
new, that ſhe thinks them in a capacity to ſhift 
- for themſelves. Then when they have acquired 
arms from Nature, and have learned induſtry and 
courage from-her example, ſhe declines all future 
care of them, being again engaged in STING 
up a, new progeny. 

The males and females are in a capacity to. 
3 when two years old. It is probable 
that the females of this ſpecies, as well as of 
moſt others, are ſooner completed than the 
males; but this is certain, that they never deſire 
to copulate; until their ſecond winter; from 

whence we may ſuppoſe that they live fifteen 
oer twenty years; for, allowing three years for 

of El their 
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their complete growth, chis multiplied by ſeven 
gives them a life of twenty=one; moſt animals, 
as has been obſerved, living about ſeven times 
the number of years which they take to come 
to perfection. Of this, however, there is as yet 
no certainty, no more than of what hantfmen 
aſſert, that in all the litters there are more maſes 
than females. From them alſo we learn that 
there are ſome of the males who attach them- 
ſelves to the female, who accompany her dur- 
ing her geſtation, uutil the time of bringing 
forth, when ſhe hides the place of her retreat 
from the male, left he ſhould devour her cubs. 
But after this, when they are brought forth, 
that he then takes the fame care of them as the 
female, carries them proviſions; and, if the dam 
ſhould happen to be — rears N in | 

her ſtead. . 1 
The wolf grows grey as he crows old, a 
his teeth wear, like thoſe of moſt other animals, 
by uſing. He ſleeps when his belly is full, or 
when he is fatigued, rather by day than night; 
and always, like the dog, is very eaſily waked. 
He drinks frequently; ; and in times of, drought, 
when there is no water to be found in the 
trunks of old trees, or in the pools” about the 
foreſt, he comes often, in the day, down'to the * 
brooks, or the lakes in the plain.” Although very 
dann he e hunger ws a Fg hos 
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A often lives four or five days Wiihous food, 
provided he be CR with . 
2 wolf has great ſtrength, n in 
his fore-parts, zin the muſcles of his neck and 
his jaws. He carries, off a ſheep i in his mouth 
without letting it touch the ground, and runs 
with it much ſwifter than the ſhepherds who 
purſue him; 3 ſo that nothing but the dogs can 
overtake, and oblige him to quit his prey. He 
bites cruelly, and always with greater. vehe- 
mence in proportion as he is leaſt reſiſted; for 
he uſes precautions with ſuch animals as attempt 
to ſtand upon the defenſive. He is, ever cow- 
ardly, and never fights but when under a ne- 
ceſſity of ſatisfying hunger, or making good 
his retreat. When he is wounded by a bullet, 
he is heard to cry. out; and yet, when ſur- 
rounded by the peaſants, and attacked with 
clubs, he never howls as the dog under correc- 
tion, but defends himſelf i in ſilence, and dies as 
hard as he lived. 

His nature is, in fact, more ſavage than that 
of the dog; he has leſs ſenſibility 26d greater 
ſtrength. He travels, runs, and keeps: plun- 
dering for whole days and nights together. He 
is in a manner indefatigable ; and perhaps of 
all animals he is the moſt difficult to be hunted 
down. The dog is good-natured and coura- 
| fe ; the wolf, though lavage, i is ever fearful. 


he * to be caught in a pit-fall, he is 
for 


— 


wo 
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for ſome time ſo frightened and aſtoniſhed, that 


he may be killed without offering to reſiſt, or 
taken alive without much danger. At that 


inſtant, one may clap a collar round his neck, 


muzzle him, and drag him along, without his 
ever giving the leaſt ſigns of anger or reſent- 
ment. At all other times he has his ſenſes in 
great perfection; his eye, his ear, and parti- 
cularly his ſenſe of ſmelling, which is even ſu- 


perior to the two former. He ſmells a carcaſe 
at more than a league's diſtance ; he alſo per- 
ceives living animals a great way off, and fol- 


lows them a long time upon the ſcent. Vhen- 

ever he leaves the wood, he always takes care 
to go out againſt the wind. When juſt come to 
its extremity, he ſtops to examine, by his ſmell, 
on all ſides, the emanations that may come 
either from his enemy or his prey, which he 


very nicely diſtinguiſhes. He prefers "thoſe _ 
animals which he kills himſelf to thoſe he finds 


dead; and yet he does not diſdain theſe when 
no better is to be had.. He is particularly fond 


of human fleſh; and perhaps, if he were ſuf- 


ficiently powerful, he would eat no other. 


Wolves have been ſeen. following armies, and 


arriving in numbers upon the field of battle, 
where they devoured ſuch dead bodies as were 


left upon the field, or but negligently interred. 
Theſe, when once accuſtomed to human fleſn, 
ever after ſeek particularly to attack mankind, _ 
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and chuſe to fall upon the ſhepherd: rather than 


his flock. We have had a late inſtance of 


_ two or three of theſe keeping a whole pro- 


Vinoe, for more N 
alarm. | F271 
It ſometimes happens that a 0 — 
is called out to extirpate theſe moſt dangerous 
invaders. The hunting the wolf is a favourite 
diverſion among the great of ſome countries; 
and it muſt be confeſſed it ſeems to be the moſt 
uſeful of any. "Theſe animals are diſtinguiſhed 
by the huntſmen into the young wolf, the ald wolf, 


and the great wolf. They are known by the 


prints of their feet; the older the wolf, the 
larger the track he leaves. That of the female 

is narrower and longer than that of the male. 
It is neceflary to have a very good ſtarter to put 


up the wolf; and it is even convenient to uſe 


every art to encourage him in his purſuit ; for 
all dogs have a natural repugnance againſt this 
animal, and are but cold in their endeavours; 
When the wolf is once put up, it is then proper 
to have greyhounds to let fly at him, in leaſhes, 


one after the other. The firſt leaſh is ſent after 


him in the beginning, ſeconded by a man on 
horſeback ; the ſecond are let. looſe about half 


a mile farther, and the third when the reſt of 


the dogs come up with, and begin to bait. him, 
He for a long time keeps them off, ſtands his 


ground, chreatens them on all ſides, and often 
"on 


D Kr#d' kh. 155 | 
gets away; - they uſually the hunters © arriving 
come in aid of the dogs, and help to difpatch 
him with their cutlaſſes. When the animal is 
killed, the dogs teſtify: no appetite to enjoy 
their victory, but leave him where he falls, a 
frightful ſpectacle, and even in death hideous: ” 

The wolf is ſometimes alſo hunted with har- 
riers; but as he always goes ſtraight forward, 
and often holds his ſpeed for a whole day toge- 
ther, this kind of chace is tedious and difagree- 
able, at leaſt if the harriers are not aſſiſted by 
greyhounds, who may harraſs him at every 
view. Several other arts have been alſo uſed to 
take and deſtroy this noxious animal. He is fur- 
rounded and wounded by men and large houſe- 
dogs; he is ſecured in traps; he is poiſoned by 
carcaſes prepared and placed for that, purpoſe, 
and is caught in pit-falls. Geſner tells us of 
a friar, a woman, and a wolf, being taken in 
one of theſe, all in the ſame mght. The woman 
loſt her ſenſes with the fright, the friar his re. 
putation, and the wolf his life.“ All theſe 
diſaſters, however, do not prevent this animal's 
multiplying. in great numbers, particularly in 
countries where the woods are plenty. France; 
Spain, and Italy, are greatly infeſted with them; 
but England, Ireland, and Scotland, are me” 
pily ſet free. 

King Edgar is 644 to be the firſt as at- 
tempted to rid this kingdom of ſuch difagree- 

04 _ able 
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able inmates, by commuting the puniſhment for 


certain crimes into the acceptance of a number 


of wolf's tongues from each criminal &. How- 
7 ſome centuries after, theſe animals were 
again encreaſed to ſuch a degree, as to become 
the object of royal attention; accordingly Ed- 
ward the Firſt iſſued out his mandate to one 
Peter Corbet to ſuperintend and aſſiſt in the de- 
ſtruction of them. They are ſaid to have in- 
feſted Ireland long after they were extirpated in 
England; however, the oldeſt men in that 
: country remember nothing of theſe: animals; 
and it is probable that there have been none 
there for more than a century FR: Scotland 
alſo is totally fre. 

The colour of this animal differs RIP 
to the different climates where it is bred, and 
often changes even in the ſame country. Beſide 

the common wolves, which are found in France 

and Germany, there are others with thicker 
hair, inclining to yellow. "Theſe are more ſa- 
vage and leſs noxious than the former, neither 
approaching. the flocks nor habitations, and 
living rather by the chace than rapine. In the 
northern climates they are found ſome quite 
black, and ſome white all over. The former 
are larger and ſtronger than weve, of any other 
kinds, 


* Britiſh Zoology, p- 62, 


The 
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The ſpecies is very much diffuſed in every 


part of the world, being found in Aſia,” Africa,” 
and in America, as well as Europe, The wolves 


of Senegal reſemble thoſe of | France, except 


that they are larger and much fiercer than thoſe 


of Europe. Thoſe: of Egypt are ſmaller than 


thoſe of Greece. In the Eaſt, the wolf is trained 
up for a ſhew, being taught to dance and play 
tricks; and one of theſe thus educated often. 


ſells for four or five hundred crowns. It is 
aid that in Lapland the wolf will never attack 


a rein-deer that is ſeen haltered ; for this wary 


animal, being well acquainted: with the nature 
of a trap, ſuſpects one wherever it perceives a 
rope. However, when he ſees the deer dete . 


at liberty, he ſeldom fails to deſtroy it. 


4 The wolf of North-America is bideker: 15 


much leſs than thoſe in other parts of. the world; 
and approaches nearer in form to the dog. than 


thoſe of the ordinary kind . In fact, they were 


made uſe of as ſuch by the ſavages, till the 


Europeans introduced others; and even now, 
on the remoter fhores, or the more inland parts 


of the country, the ſavages ſtill make uſe of theſe 
animals in hunting. They are very tame and 
gentle; and thoſe: of this kind that are wild are 


neither ſo large nor ſo fierce as an European 


wolf, nor do they: eyer attack mankind. They 


* Brookey's Natural Hilary, 0. p. 198. | 
Os. 
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go together in large packs by night to hunt the | 
8 which they do as well as any dogs in Eng- 
land; and it is confidently aſſerted that one of 
them is ſufficient to run down a deer *. When- 
ever they are ſeen along the banks of thoſe 
rivers near which the wandering natives pitch 
their huts; it is taken for granted that the biſon 
or the deer are not far off; and the ſavages 
affirm that the wolves come with the tidings, 
in order to have the garbage, after: the animal 
1 been killed by the hunters. Cateſby adds 
a circumſtance relative to theſe animals, which, - 
if true, invalidates many of Mr. Buffon's obſer- 
vations in the foregoing hiſtory. He afferts, 
that theſe being the only dogs uſed by the Ame- 
ricans, before the arrival of the Europeans 
among them, they have ſince engendered toge- 
ther, and that their breed has become proliſic; 
which proves the dog and the wolf to be of the 
fame ſpecies. It were to be wiſhed that this 
=_ know to 2 certainty in what a degree the dog 
' and wolf reſemble each other, as well in nature 
as in conformation; we might then, perhaps, 
be enabled to improve the breed of our dogs, 
by bringing them back to their native forms and 
inſtincts; we might, by croſſing the ſtrain, re- 
ſtore that race of thoſe bold animals which the 
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However iv be uſeful in „Mont 
America, the wolf of Europe is a very noxious 
animal, and fcarce any thing belonging to him ; 
is good, except his ſkin. Of this the furriers 
make a covering that is warm and durable; 
though coarſe and unſightly. His fleſh is very 
indifferent, and ſeems to be diſliked by all other 
animals, no other creature being knoum to eat 
the wolf's fleſh, except the wolf himſelf. He 
breathes a moſt fœtid vapour from his jaws, as 
his food is indiſcriminate, often putrid; and fels 
dom cleanly. In ſhort, every way offenſive,” a 
ſavage aſpect, a frightful how, an inſupportable 
odour, a perverſe diſpoſition, fierce Way is 
n en W and: uſeleſs er deac 55:7! 
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Tut Fox 


THE Fox very exactly reſembles ook Set | 
and the dog internally; and, although he differs . 
greatly from both in ſize and carriage, yet when 
we come to examine his ſhapes-minutely; there 
will appear to be very little difference in the 
deſeription. Were, for inſtänce, a" painter to 
draw from a natural hiſtorian's exacteſt deſerip- 
tion the figure of a dog, pq wolf, and a fox, with- 
vat having ever ſcen either, he would be very 

N be 5 to confound: all thefe aniittals together; or 
| EEG Rt; rather 
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| rather he would be unable to catch "thoſe pe- 
culiar out- lines that no deſcription can ſupply. 


Words will never give any perſon an exact idea 


of forms any way irregular; for although they 
be extremely juſt and preciſe, yet the number- 


leſs diſeriminations to be attended to will con- 
found each other, and we ſhall no more conceive 
the preciſe form, than we ſhould be able to tell 
when one pebble more was added or taken away 


from a thouſand. To conceive, therefore, how 
the fox differs in form from the wolf or the dog, 


it is neceſſary to ſee all three, or at leaſt to ſup- 
ply the defects of deſcription, by examining the 

Tbe fox is of a flenderer make than the wolf, 
abi not near ſo large; for as the former is above 


- three feet and a half long, fo the other is nat 
above two feet three inches. The tail of the 


fox alſo is longer in proportion, and more buſhy; 
its noſe is ſmaller, and approaching more nearly 
to that of the greyhound, and its hair ſofter, 


On the other hand, it differs from the dog in 
having its eyes obliquely ſituated, like thoſe of | 
the wolf; its ears are directed alſo in the ſame 


manner as thoſe of the wolf, and its head is 
equally large in proportion to. its ſize. It differs 
fill more from the dog in its ſtrong offenſive 
ſmell, which is peculiar to the ſpecies, and often 
the cauſe of their death. However, ſome are 
ignorant, of opinion that it will keep off infec- 

tious 
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tious diſeaſes; and they preſerve this anni near 
their habitations for that very purpoſe, 
The fox has ſince the beginning been famous. 
for his cunning and his arts, and he partly merits 
his reputation l. Without attempting to op- 
poſe either the dogs or the ſhepherds, without 
attacking the flock, or alarming the village, he 
finds an eaſier way to ſubſiſt, and gains by his 
addreſs what is denied to his ſtrength or courage. 
Patient and prudent, he waits the opportunity 
for depredation, and varies his conduct with every 
occaſion. His whole ſtudy is his preſervation; 
although nearly as indefatigable, and actually 
more fwift than the wolf, he does not entirely 
truſt to either, but makes himſelf an aſylum, to 
which he retires in caſe of neceſſity; where he 
ſhelters from e — oO up his 
Fan | 
As among men, thoſe — Ft a am 
life are more civilized, and more endued with 
wiſdom, than thoſe who wander from place to 
place, fo, in the inferior ranks of animated na- 
ture, the taking poſſeſſion: of an home ſuppoſes 
a degree of inſtinct which others are without . 
The choice of the ſituation for this domicil, 
the art of making it convenient, of hiding its 
entrance, and ſecuring it againſt more powerful 
animals, are all ſo. many marks of ſuperior {kill 


„Buffon, Renard, t Ibid. . _ 
| | and 
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induſtry. The fox i 18 furniſhed with both, | 
- and turns i his advantage. He generally 
keeps his kennel at the edge of the wood, and 
yet within an eaſy journey of ſome neighbouring 
cottage. From thence he liſtens to the crowing 
of the cock, and the. tackling of the domeſtic 
fowls. He ſcents. them at a diſtance ; he ſeizes 
his opportunity, conceals his approaches, creeps 
flyly along, makes the attack, and feldom returns 
without his 8 If he be able to get into 
the yard, he begins by levelling all the poultry 
warts; and carrying off a part of the 
ſpoil, hides it at ſome convenient diſtance, and 
again returns to the charge. Taking off ano- 
ther fowl in the ſame manner, he hides that 


alſo, but not in the fame place; and this he 


xractiſes for ſeveral times together, until the ap- 
| proach of day, or the noiſe of the domeſtics, 
give him warning to retire. The fame arts 
are practiſed when he finds birds entangled in 
fpringes laid for them by the fowler; the fox 
takes care to be beforehand, very expertly takes 
the bird out of the ſnare, hides it for three or 
four days, and knows very exactly when and 
where to return. to avail himſelf of the hidden 
_ treaſure. He is equally alert in ſeizing the young 
hares and rabbits, before they have ſtrength 
enough to eſcape him, and when the old ones 
are wounded and fatigued, he is ſure to come 
upon. them in their moments of diſtreſs, and to 
i ſhew 


- 


Def Elana 


finds out birds neſts, ſeizes the partridge and 
the quail while fitting, and deſtroys a large 
quantity of game. The wolf is moſt hurtful to 


the peaſant, but the fox to the gentleman, In 


ſhort, nothing that can be eaten ſeems to come 
amiſs; rats, mice, ſerpents, toads, and lizards: 
He will, when urged by hunger, eat vegetables 
and inſects; and thoſe that live near che ſea- 
coaſts will, for want of other food, eat C1 


ſhrimps, and ſhell-fiſh. - The hedge-hog in vain 


rolls itſelf up into a ball to oppoſe him; this 
determined glutton teizes it until it is obliged to 
appear uncovered, and then he devours it. The 
waſp and the wild bee are attacked with equal 
ſucceſs. Although at firſt they fly out upon 
their invader, and actually oblige him to retire, 


this is but for a few minutes, until he has rolled 


himſelf upon the ground, and thus cruſhed fuch 
as ſtick to his ſkin; he then returns to the 


charge, and at laſt, by perſeverance, obliges them 
to abandon their combs; WG he Md — | 


vours, both wax and honey. 


Tha hace ut ebe fone roquime le prot 
than chat e and it is alſo more plea- 


fant and amuſing. As dogs have a natural re- 


alert in following the fox; which 'chace- they 
prefer even to that of the Hare or the" buck: 
The huntſmen, as upon other occakions, have 

th, | their 


ſhew them no mercy, In the ſame manner he 
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their cant terms for every ork of this 3 
The fox the firſt year is called a cub; the ſecund, 
a a fox; and the third, an o/d fox ; his tail is called 
the bruſh or drag, and his excrement the billiting. 
He is uſually purſued by a large kind of har- 
rier or hound, aſſiſted by tarriers, or a ſmaller 
breed, that follow him into his: kennel, and at- 
tack him there. The inſtant he perceives him- 
{elf purſued, he makes to his kennel; and takes 
refuge at the bottom of it, where for a While 
he loſes the cry of his enemies; but the Whole 
pack coming to the mouth, redouble their ve- 
bemence and rage, and the little tarrier boldly 
ventures in. It often happens that the kennel 
is made under a rock, or among the roots of 
old trees; and in ſuch caſes the fox cannot be 
dug out, nor is the tarrier able to contend with 
- him at the bottom of his hole. By this con- 
trivance he continues ſecure; but when he can 
be dug out, the uſual way is to carry him in a 
bag to ſome open country, and there ſet him 
| looſe before the hounds. The hounds and the 
men follow, barking. and ſhouting vcherever he 
runs; and the body being ſtrongly employed, 
the mind has not time to make any reflection 
on the futility of the purſuit. What adds to 
this entertainment is the ſtrong ſcent which the 
fox leaves, that always keeps up a full cry; al- 
though as his ſcent is ſtronger than that of the 
hare, it is much ſooner evaporated, His ſhifts 


to eſcape, when all retreat is cut off to his ken- 
nel, are various and ſurprizing. He always chuſes 
the moſt woody country, and takes thoſe paths 
that are moſt embarraſſed with thorns and briars. 
He does not double, nor uſe the unavailing ſhifts 
of the hare; but flies in a direct line before 
the hounds, though at no very great diſtance; 
manages his ſtrength; takes to the low andplaſhy _ 
grounds, where the ſcent will be leſs apt to lie 
and at laſt, when overtaken, he defends himſelf 
with-deſperate obſtinacy, and . in hlenge to 
the very laſt gaſp. 4 

The fox, though eoanbb ing the dog in monty 
reſpects, is nevertheleſs very diſtinct in his na- 
ture, refuſing to engender with it; and though 
not teſtifying the antipathy of the wolf, yet diſco- 
vering nothing more than an indifference. This 
animal alſo brings forth fewer at a time than 
the dog, and that but once a year. Its litter is 
generally from four to ſix, and ſeldom leſs than 
three. The female goes with young about ſux 
weeks, and ſeldom ſtirs out while pregnant, 
but makes a bed for her young, and takes 
every precaution to prepare for their production. 
When ſhe finds the place of their retreat dif- 
covered, and that her young have been diſturbed 
during her abſence, ſhe removes them one after 
the other in her mouth, and endeavours to find 
them out a place of better ſecurity. A remark- 


able inſtance of this animal's parental affection 
LS nts 
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happened while I was writing this hiſtory, in 

the county of Eſſex. A ſhe- fox that had, as it 
ſhould ſeem, but one cub, was unkennelled by a 
gentleman's hounds, near Chelmsford, and hotly - 
: purſued. In ſuch a caſe, when her own life 
was in imminent peril, one would think it was 
not a time to conſult the ſafety of her young; 
however, the poor animal, braving every dan- 
ger, rather than leave her cub behind to be wor- 
ried by the dogs, took it up in her mouth, and 
ran with it in this manner for ſome miles. At 
laſt, taking her way through . a farmer's yard, 
ihe was aſſaulted by a maſtiff, and at laſt oblig- 
od to drop her cub, which was taken up by the 
farmer. I was not difpleaſed to hear that this 
faithful creature eſcaped the purſuit, and at laſt 
got off in ſafety. The cubs of the fox are 
born blind, like thoſe of the dog; they are 

eighteen months or two years in coming to per- 
fection, and live about twelve or fourteen years. 

As the fox makes war upon all animals, ſo all 
others ſeem to make war upon him. The dog 
hunts him with peculiar acrimony; the wolf is 
ſtill a greater and more neceſſitous enemy, who 
purſues him to his very retreat. Some pretend 
to ſay that, to keep the wolf away, the fox lays 
at the mouth of its kennel a certain herb, to 
which the wolf has a particular averſion. This, 
which no doubt is a fable, at leaſt ſhews that 


theſe two animals are as much enemies to each 
4 other 
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ther as to all the reſt of animated nature. 
But the fox is not hunted by quadrupedes 
alone; for the birds, who know him for their 


mortal enemy, attend him in his excurſions, 


and give each other warning of their approach 


ing danger. The daw, the magpye, and the 
black bird conduct him along, perching on the 


hedges as he creeps below, and, with their cries 
and notes of hoſtility, apprize all other animals 
to beware; a caution Which they perfectly un- 


derſtand, and put into practice. The hunters 


themſelves are often informed by the birds of - 


the place of his retreat, and ſet the dogs into 


thoſe thickets, where they ſee. them particularly - 


noiſy and querulous. S0 that it is the tate» of 
this petty plunderer to be deteſted by every 
rank of animals; all the weaker: claſſea Hons 
and-all- the ſtronger purſue him. 
The fox, of all wild animals, is moſt ſubje& 
to the influence of climate; and there are found 
as many varieties in this kind almoſt as in any 


of the domeſtic animals E. The generality of 


foxes, as is well known, are red; but there 
are ſome, though not in England, of a greyiſh 
caſt; and Mr. Buffon aſſerts that the tip of the 


tail in all foxes is white; which, however, is 
not ſo in thoſe of this country. There are only 


three varieties of this animal in Great Britain, 


. 10 3 
and 
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and theſe are rather eſtabliſhed upon a differtnde 
of ſize than of colour or form. The greyhound 


Aa OF THE 


fox is the largeſt, talleſt, and boldeſt ; and will 


attack a grown ſheep. The maſtiff fox is lefs, 
but more ſtrongly built. The cur fox is the 
leaſt and moſt common; he lurks about hedges 
and out-houſes, and is the moſt pernicious of 
the three to the peaſant and the farmer. 
In the colder countries round the pole, the 
Pr are of all colours; black, blue, grey, iron- 
grey, filver-grey, white, white with red legs, 
white with black heads, white with the tip of 
the tail black, red with the throat and belly en- 
tirely white, and laſtly with a ftripe of black 
running along the back, and another crofling it 
at the ſhoulders *. 
ever, is more univerſally diffuſed than any of 
the former, being found in Europe, in the tem- 
perate climates of Aſia, and alſo in America; 
they are very rare-in Africa, and in the coun- 
tries lying under the torrid zone, Thoſe tra- 
vellers who talk of having ſeen them at Cali- 
cut, and other parts of Southern India, have 
miſtaken the jackall for the fox. 
the white fox is held in no great eſtimation, be- 
caufe the hair falls off ; the blue fox-ſkins are 
alſo bought up with great avidity, from their 
ſcarceneſs; but the black fox-ſkin is of all others 


The common kind, how- 


The fur of 


* Buffon, Renard, 
the 


— 
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the moſt eſteemed, a ſingle ſkin oſten ſelling 
for forty: or fifty crowns.) The hair of theſe is 

ſo diſpoſed, that it is impoſſible to tell Which 
way the grain lies; for if we hold the ſkin by 
the head the hair hangs to the tail, and if we 
hold it by the tail it hangs down equally ſmooth 
and even to the head. Theſe are often made 
into men's muffs, and are at once very beautiful 
and warm. In our temperate climate, however, 
furs are of very little ſervice, there being ſcarce 
any weather ſo ſevere in England from which 
our enn cloaths _ not ans well defer bs 
Us. . 


THE. JACKALL 


e E Jackall; is one of the „ wild 
animals in the Eaſt; and yet there is ſcarce an; 
leſs known in Europe, or more confuſedly de- 
ſcribed by natural hiſtorians. In general, we 
are aſſured that it reſembles the fox in figure - 
and diſpoſition, but we are ſtill ignorant of 
thoſe nice diſtinctions by which it is known to 
be of a different ſpecies. It is ſaid to be of the 
ſize of a middling dog, reſembling the fox in 
the hinder parts, particularly the tail; and the 
wolf in the fore-parts, eſpecially the noſe. Its 
legs are ſhorter than thoſe-of the fox, and its 
colour is of a bright yellow, or ſorrel, as we 
expreſs it in horſes. This is the reaſon it has 
been 
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been called in Latin the Golden Wolf; a name, 

however, which is entirely unknown in the 

countries where they are moſt common. 
The ſpecies of the jackall is diffuſed all over 


Y Aſia, and is found alſo in moſt parts of Africa, 


ſeeming to take up the place of the wolf, which 
in thoſe countries is not ſo common. There 
ſeems to be many varieties among them; thoſe 
of the warmeſt climates appear to be the largeſt, 
and their colour is rather of a'reddiſh brown 
than of that beautiful yellow by which the 
ſmaller jackall is chiefly diſtinguiſhed, 110 

Although the ſpecies of the wolf approaches 
very near to that of the dog, yet the jackall 
ſeems to be placed between them; to the ſavage 
fierceneſs of the wolf it adds the impudent fa. 
miliarity of the dog *. Its cry is an how], 


mixed with barking, and a lamentation re- 


ſembling that of human diſtreſs. It is more 


noiſy in its purſuits even than the dog, and 
more voracious than the wolf. The jackall 
never goes alone, but always in a pack of forty 
or fifty together. Theſe unite regularly every 
day, to form a combination againſt the reſt of 


the foreſt. Nothing then can eſcape them; 


they are content to take up with the ſmalleſt 
animals; and yet, when thus united, they have 
courage to face the largeſt. They ſeem very 


Buffon, vol. xxvii. p. 52. 


little 
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E of mankind; but purſue their game 5 

to the very doors, without teſtifying either at= 
tachment or apprehenſion. They enter inſolently 
into the ſheep-folds, the yards, and the ſtables, 
and, when they ean find nothing elſe, devour 
the leather harneſs, boots, and ſhoes, and run off 
with what they have not time to ſwallow.  __ 
They not only attack the living but the dead. 
They ſcratch up with their feet the new made 
graves, and devour the corpſe, how putrid ſoever. 
In thoſe countries therefore where they abound, 
they are obliged to beat the earth over the 
grave, and to mix it with thorns, to prevent 
the jackalls from ſcraping it away. They always 
aſſiſt each other as well in this employment of 
exhumation, as in that of- the chace. While 
they are at this dreary work, they exhort each 
other by a moſt mournful cry, reſembling that 
of children under chaſtiſement; and when they: 
have thus dug up the body, they ſhare it ami- 
cably between them. Theſe, like all other ſa- 
vage animals, when they have once taſted of 
haman fleſh, can never after refrain from pur- 
ſuing mankind. They watch the burying-- 
grounds, follow armies, and keep in the rear of 
caravans, They may be conſidered as the vul- 
ture of the quadrupede kind; every thing that 
once had animal life, ſeems equally agree 
able to them; the moſt putrid ſubſtances: are 
e deyoured; dried leather, and any thing 
that 
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chat has been rubbed with greaſe,” how inſipid 


ſoever in itſelf, is * to make 185 whole 


go down. 


They hide des in dale by Uf wit 


ſeldom appear abroad till night-fall, when the 
jackall that has firft hit upon the ſcent of ſome 
larger beaſt gives notice to the reſt by an howl, 
which it repeats as it runs; while all the reſt, 
that are within hearing, pack in to its aſſiſtance. 
The gazelle, or whatever other beaſt it may be, 
finding itſelf purſued, makes off towards the 
houſes and the towns; hoping, by that means, 


to deter its purſuers from following: but hunger 


gives the jackall the ſame degree of boldneſs 
that fear gives the gazelle, and it purſues even 


to the verge of the city, and often along the 
ſtreets. The gazelle, however, by this means, 


moſt frequently eſcapes; for the inhabitants 
fallying out, often diſturb the jackall in the 
chace; and as it hunts by the ſcent, when once 
driven off it never recovers it again. In this 
manner we ſee how experience prompts the 
gazelle, which is naturally a very timid animal, 
and particularly fearful of man, to take refuge 
near him, conſidering him as the leaſt dangerous : 
enemy, and often eſcaping by his affiſtance. 

But man is not the only intruder upon the 
| jackall's induſtry and purſuits. The lion, the 


tiger, and the panther, whoſe appetites are ſu- 


perior to their Sills, attend to its call, and 
follow 
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follow in filence at ſome diſtance behind 5. 
The jackall purſues the whole night with un- 
ceaſing aſſiduity, keeping up the cry, and with' 
great perſeverance at laſt tires down its prey; 
but juſt at the moment it ſuppoſes itſelf going 
to ſhare the fruits of its labour, the lion or the 
leopard comes in, fatiates himſelf upon the 
ſpoil, and his poor provider muſt be content 
with the bare carcaſe he leaves behind. It is 
not to be wondered at, therefore, if the jackall 
be voracious, ſince it ſo ſeldom has a ſufficiency; 
nor that it feeds on putrid ſubſtances, ſince it is 
not permitted to feaſt on what it has newly 
killed. Beſide theſe enemies, the jachall has 
ſtill another to cope with, for between him add: 
the dog there is an irreconcileable antipathy, 
and they never part without an engagement. 
The Indian peaſants often chace them as we do 
foxes; and have learned, by experience, When 
they have got a lion or a tiger in their rear. 
Upon ſuch occaſions they keep their dogs cloſe, 
as they would be no match for ſuch formidable 
animals, and. endeavour to put them to flight 
with their cries. When the lon is diſmiſſed, 
they more eaſily cope with the jackall, who is as 
ſtupid as it is impudent, and ſeems much better 
fitted for purſuing than retreating. It ſome- 
times happens that one of them Reals Wendy 


Linnæi Syſtems, P- 60. 
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vour ah Pi rig but de ct in | füll 
cry at a diſtance, without thought, it inſtantly 


anſwers: the call, and thus. betrays. its own de- 


predations. The peaſants ſally out upon it, and 
the fooliſh animal finds, too late, that its inſtinct 
was too as for its * 8 


TH * 1 S AT IS. 


AS; the zan is a ſort of intirorediate pe- 
cies between the dog and the wolf *, fo the 
iſatis may be conſidered as e eee the 
dog and the fox, This animal has hitherto been 
ſuppoſed to be only a variety of the latter; but 
from the lateſt obſervations, there is no doubt 
of their being perfectly diſtinct. The iſatis is 


very common in all the northern countries bor- 


dering upon the Icy ſea; and is ſeldom. found, 
except in the coldeſt countries. It extremely 


reſembles a fox, in the form of its body and 
the length of its tail; and a dog, in the make of 
its head and the poſition of its eyes. The hair 


of theſe animals is ſofter than that of a common 
fox ; ſome are blue, ſome are white at one ſea- 
fon, and at another of a ruſſet brown. Al- 
though the whole of its hair be two inches long, 
thick, tufted and gloſſy, yet the under jaw is 


A 4444 & entirely 


* 


* In this deſcription I have followed Mr. Buffon. 
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entirely without any, 2 che lin Ne bare 
in that part. . 


This anime can herr bay ins Guten , 
and is chiefly ſeen along the coaſts of the Icy ſe 
and upon the banks of the great rivers that | 


diſcharge themſelves therein. It is chiefly fond 

of living in the open country, and ſeldom; ſeen 
in the foreſt, being moſtly found in the moun 
tainous and naked regions of Norway, Siberia, 


and Lapland. It burrows, like the fox; and 


when with young, the female retires to her 


kennel, in the ſame manner as the fox is ſeen to 
do. Theſe holes, which are very narrow, and 


extremely deep, have many out- lets. They are 
kept very clean, and are bedded at the bottom 
with moſs, for the animal to be more at its eaſe. 
Its manner of coupling, time of geſtation, and 
number of young, are all ſimilar to what is found 
in the fox; and it uſually brings forth at the 
end of May, or the beginning of June 
Such are the particulars in which this dnimab; 


differs from thoſe of the dog kind, and in 
which it reſembles them : but its moſt ſtriking) 0 


peculiarity. remains ſtill to be mentioned name 


ly, its changing its colour, and being ſeen at N 
one time brown, and at another perfectly white! 
As was already ſaid, ſome are naturally hlue, 


and their colour never changes but ſuch as a 


to be white, are, when brought forth, af e 
nnen in „ | 


D 


is changed to white, all except-along the top of 
the back, along which runs a ſtripe of brown, 
and) another croſſing it down the ſhoulders, at 
which time the animal is called che craſt for; 
q however, this brown croſs totally diſappears. be- 
fore winter, and then the creature is all over 
white, and its fur is two inches long: aha; ; 
about the beginning of May, again 1 
fall; and the molting is completed about the 
middle of July, when the iſatis becomes brown. 
once more. The fur of this animal is of no 
vue cru it "ny Wee in iner, 11 13 
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| TEE hyzna inthe led and Ehe at | 
T1 tion among thoſe of the dog kind, which it in 
many reſpects reſembles, although too e Fe 
marked to be ſtriftly reduced to any type. The 
hyæna is nearly of the ſize of a wolf; and has 
ſome ſimilitude to that animal in the ſhape of - 
its head and body. The head, at firſt fight,” 
does not appear to differ, except that the ears 
of the hyæna are longer, and more without 
hair; but, upon obſerving more cloſely, we 
ſhall find the head broader, the noſe flatter, and 
not ſo pointed. The eyes are not placed ob- 
Jiquely, but more like thoſe of a dog. "This 
legs, particularly the hinder, are longer than 
thoſe either of the dog or the wolf, anil- different! 
7; * from 
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from all other quadrupedes, in having but Bur 
toes, as well on the fore feet as on the hinder. 
Its hair is of a dirty greyiſh, marked with black, 
diſpoſed in waves down its body. Its tail is 
ſhort, with pretty long hair; and immediatelß 
under it, above the anus, there is an opening 
into a kind of glandular pouch, which ſeparates 
a ſubſtance of the conſiſtence, but not of the 
odour, of civet. This opening might have 
given riſe to the error of the ancients, who 

aſſerted, that this animal was every year, alter- 

nately, male and female. Such are the moſt 
ſtriking diſtinctions of the hyzna, as given us 
by naturaliſts; which, nevertheleſs, convey but 
a very confuſed idea of the peculiarity of its 
form. Its manner of holding the head ſeems 
remarkable; ſomewhat like a dog purſuing the 
ſcent, with the noſe near the ground. The head 
being held thus low, 'the back appears elevated, 
like that of the hog, which, with a long brifly 
band of hair that runs all along, gives it a good 
deal the air of that animal; and, it is probable 


that, from this ſimilitude it firſt took its name, 


the word huoina being Greek, and derived from 

bus, which ſignifies a ſow. | 
But no works can give an Alec idea of : 
this animal's figure, deformity, and fierceneſs, 
more ſavage and untameable than any other 
quadrupede, it ſeems to be for ever in a ſtate of 
rage or rapacity, for ever growling, except 
51 when 
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when receiving its food. Its eyes then 1 
the briſtles of its back all ſtand upright, its 
head hangs low, and yet its teeth appear; all 
which give it a moſt frightful aſpect, which a 
dreadful how! tends to heighten. This, which 
I have often heard, is very peculiar ;- its be- 
ginning reſembles the voice of a man moan- 
ing, and its latter part as if he were making a 
violent effort to vomit. As it is loud and fre- 
quent, it might, perhaps, have been ſometimes 
miſtaken for that of a human voice in diſtreſs, 
and have given riſe to the accounts of the an- 
eients, who tell us, that the hyæna makes its 
moan, to attract unwary travellers, and then to 
deſtroy them: however this be, it ſeems the 

moſt untractable, and, for its ſize, the moſt 
terrible of all other quadrupedes; nor does its 
courage fall ſhort of its ferocity; it defends Ny 
ſelf againſt the lion, is a match for the pan- 
ther, attacks the ounce, and fdom fail t 
conquer. 

It is an obſcene and ſolitary ad; to be 
found chiefly in the moſt deſolate and unculti- 
vated parts of the torrid zone, of which it is a 
native *. It reſides in the caverns of mountains, 

in the clefts of rocks, or in dens that it has 
formed for itſelf under the earth. Though taken 
never ſo young, it cannot be tamed ;. it lives by 


* Buffon. 1 


depredation,, 
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depredation, like the wolf, but is much ſtronger, | 
and more courageous. It ſometimes "attacks 
man, carries off cattle, follows the flock, breaks 
open the ſheep-cots by night, and ravages with 
inſatiable voracity. Its eyes ſhine by night; 

and it is aſſerted, not without great appearance 
of truth, that it ſees better by night tan 5% 
day. When deſtitute of other proviſion, it 
ſcrapes up the graves, and deyours the dead 
bodies, how putrid ſoever. To theſe diſpo- 
ſitions, which are ſufficiently noxious and for- 
midable, the ancients have added numberleſs 
others, which are long fince known'to be fables ; 
as, for inſtance, that che hyiha Was male and 
female alternately; that having hq, e forth - 
and ſuckled its young, it then changed ſexes 
for a year, and became a male. This, as was 
mentioned above, could only proceed from "he = 
opening under the tail, which all animals of this 
ſpecies are found to have; and which is found 
in the fame mariner in no other quadrupedes, 
except the badger. There is in che Wesel 
kind, indeed, an opening, but it is Jower down, 
and not placed above the anus, as in the dadger 
and the hyæna. Some have faid that this ani 
mal changed the colour of its hair at willy 
others, that a ſtone was found in its eye, which, 
put under a man's tongue, gave him the 3 : 
prophecy ; ; ſome have ſaid that he had no joints 
in the neck, which, however, all quadrupedes 
„ are 
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are known to have; and ſome, that the ſhadow 
of the hyzna kept dogs from barking. Theſe, 
among many other abſurdities, have been aſſerted 
of this quadrupede; and which I mention to 
ſhew the natural diſpoſition of mankind, to load 
thoſe that are already but too n with ac- 
cumulated * 5 5 


. CHAP” R. 2 
0 Animals of the Weaſel Kind. 


AVING deſcribed the bolder ranks of 

L carnivorous animals, we now come to a 
minuter and more feeble claſs, leſs formidable 
_ indeed than any of the former, but far more nu- 
merous, and, in proportion to their ſize, more 
active and enterpriſing. The weaſel kind may 
be particularly diſtinguiſhed from other car- 
nivorous animals, by the length and flenderneſs 
of their bodies, which are ſo fitted as to wind, 
like worms, into very ſmall openings, after 
their prey; and hence alſo they have received- 
the name of vermin, from their ſimilitude to 
the worm in this particular. Theſe animals 
differ from all of the cat kind, in the formation 
and diſpoſition of their claws, which, as in the 
dog kinds, they can neither draw in nor extend 
at pleaſure, as cats are known to do. They 


differ from the 4 kind, in being cloathed 
rather 
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. ek with fur than hair; and although ſome 


varieties of the fox may reſemble them in this 


particular, yet the coat of the latter is longer, 
ſtronger, and always more reſembling Haix. 
Beſide theſe diſtinctions, all animals of the 
weaſel kind have glands placed near the anus, 
that either open into, or beneath it, furniſh- 
ing a ſubſtance, that, in ſome, has the moſt 
offenſive ſmell in nature, in others, the moſt 
pleaſing perfume, All of this kind are ftill 
more marked by their habitudes and diſpo- 
ſitions, than their external form; cruel, vora- 
cious, and cowardly, they ſubſiſt only by theft, 
and find their chief protection in their minute 
neſs. They are all, from the ſhortneſs of their 
legs, ſlow in purſuit; and therefore owe their 
ſupport to their patience, aſſiduity, and cun- 
ning. As their prey is precarious, they live a 
long time without food; and if they happen 
to fall in where it is in plenty, they inftantly 7 
deſtroy all about them, before they begin to ſa- 
tisfy their appetite, and ſuck the blood of every 
animal, before they begin to touch its fleſh. ©: 
Theſe are the marks common to this kind, 
all the ſpecies of which have à moſt ſtriking 
reſemblance to each other; and he that has 
ſeen one, in fome meaſure may be faid to have 
ſeen all. The chief diſtinction in this nu- 
merous claſs of animals, is to be taken from _ 


the {ize ; for no words can give the minute ir- 
hat 5 re 
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regularities of that outline, by which one ſpecies 
is to be diſtinguiſhed from that which is next 
it. I will, begin, therefore, with the leaſt and 
the beſt known of this kind, and fill marking 
the fize, will proceed gradually to larger and 
larger, until we come from the weaſel to the 
glutton, which I take to be the largeſt of all. 
The weaſel. will ſerve as a model for all the 
reſt; and, indeed, the points in which they 
differ from this little animal, are but very in- 
conſiderable. * 

The Weaſel *, 3 the ſmalleſt of 
this numerous tribe; its length not exceeding, 
ſeven inches, from the tip of the noſe to the 
inſertion of the tail. This length, however, 
ſeems to be very great, if we compare it with 
the height of the animal, which is not above an 
inch and an half. In meaſuring the wolf, we 
find him to be not above once and an half as 
long as he is high; in obſerving the weaſel, we 

find it near five times as long as it is high, 
which ſhews an amazing diſproportion. The 
tail alſo, which is buſhy, is two inches and an 
half long, and adds to the apparent length of 
_ this little animal's body. The colour of the 
weaſel is of a bright red on the back and ſides, 
but white under the throat and the belly. It has 
whiſkers like a cat, and thirty-two teeth, which 
is two more than any of the cat kind; and theſe 


Britin Zoology, vol. 1. P · 83. 
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alſo ſerm Vottiir adapted for tearing ——— N 
ing, than thoſe of the cat kind are. The eyes . 
are little and black; the ears Thort, broad, 
and roundiſh ; and have a fold at the lower 
part, which makes them look as if they were 
double. Beneath the corners of tlie ene bow 
| each j jaw, is a ſpot of brown. | 
This animal, though very dimimitive to We 
pearance, is, nevertheleſs, a very formidable ene 
my to quadrupedes an hundred times its own y 
fize. It is very common and well known itz 
moſt parts of this country; but ſeems held in 
very different eſtimation, in different parts of | 
it. In thofe places where theep' or lambs 7 are 
bred; the weaſel is a moſt noxious inmate, and 
every art is uſed to deſtroy jt ; on the contrary 
in places where agriculture is chi efly follow- 
ed, the weaſel is conſidered as a friend "that 
thins the number of ſuch vermin as chiefly live 
upon corn: however, in all places, it is one of 
the moſt untameable and untractable animals in 
the world . When. kept in a cage, either for . 
the purpoſes of amuſement or inſpection, it will : 
not touch any part of its victuals while any 
looks on. It keeps in a continual agitation, an 
ſeems frighted ſo much at the ſight of mankind, 
that it will die, if not permitted to hide itſelf 
from their preſence. For this purpoſe, it muſt 
be provided, in its cage, with a ſuſkcient quan- 


5 Buffon, vol. xv. p. 37 
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tity of wool or hay, in which it may conceal 
ſelf, and where it may carry whatever it has 
got to eat; which, however, it will not touch 
until it begins to putrefy. In this ſtate it is 
| feen to paſs three parts of the day in ſleeping; 
and reſerves the night for its times of exerciſe 
and eating. : 
In its wild ſtate, the wats is likewiſe: the | 
ume during which it may be properly faid to 
live. At the approach of evening, it is ſeen 
ſtealing from its hole, and creeping about the 
farmer's yard for its prey. If it enters the 
place where poultry are kept, it never attacks 
the cocks or the old hens, but immediately aims 
at the young ones. It does not eat its prey on 
the place, but, after killing it by a ſingle bite 
near the head, and witn a wound ſo ſmall that 
the place can ſcarcely be perceived, it carries it 
off to its young, or its retreat. It alſo breaks 
and ſucks the eggs, and ſometimes kills the hen 
that attempts to defend them. It is remark- 
ably active; and, in a confined place, ſcarce any 
animal can eſcape it. It will run up the ſides 
of walls with ſuch facility, that no place is ſe- 
cure from it; and its body is ſo ſmall, that 
there is ſcarce any hole but what it can wind 
through.. During the ſummer, its excurſions 
are more extenſive; but in winter it chiefly 
confines itſelf in barns and farm-yards, where it 
remains till ring, and Ow it brings forth 
its 
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1 All this ſeaſon it makes war upon 


the rats and mice, with ſtill greater ſucceſs than 0 


the cat; for being more active and ſlender, it 
purſues them into their holes, and, after a ſhort 
reſiſtance, deſtroys them. It creeps alſo into 
pigeon-holes, deſtroys the young, catches ſpar- 

| rows, and all kind of ſmall birds; and, if it has 
brought forth its. young, hunts with ſtill greater 
boldneſs and avidity. In fummer, it ventures 
farther from the houſe ; and particularly goes 
into thoſe places where the rat, its chiefeſt prey, 
goes before it, Accordingly, it is found in the 
lower grounds, by the ſide of waters, near mills, 
and often is ſeen to HO its young. in the hollow 
of a tree. 

The female takes every precaution to 4 
an eaſy bed for her little ones: ſhe lines the 
bottom of her hole with graſs, hay, leaves, and 
moſs, and generally brings forth from three to 
five at a time. All animals of this, as well as 
thoſe of the dog kind, bring forth their young 
with cloſed eyes; but they very ſoon acquire 
ſtrength ſufficient to follow the dam in her ex- 
curſions, and aſſiſt in her projects of petty 
rapine. The weaſel, like all others of its 
kind, does not run on equably, but moves 
by bounding ; and when it clunbs a tree, by 
a ſingle ſpring -it gets a good way from the 
ground. It jumps in the ſame manner upon its 
prey; and, —_ an n extremely limber body, 

| e 
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evades the attempts of much an. an * Z 
% lenge it. RE 
This animal, like all of its kind, has a very 
ſtrong ſmell; and that of the weaſel is peculiarly 
ſcetid. This ſcent is very diſtinguiſhable in 
| thoſe creatures, when they void their excrement; 
for the glands which furniſh this fœtid ſubſtance, 
which is of the conſiſtence of ſuet, open di- 
realy into the orifice of the anus, and taint the 
excrement with the ſtrong effluvia. The weaſel 
ſmells more ſtrongly in ſummer than in winter; 
and more abominably when irritated or purſued, 
than when at its eaſe. It always preys in ſilence, 
and never has a cry except when ſtruck, and 
then it has a rough kind of ſqueaking, which 
at once expreſſes reſentment and pain. Its ap- 
petite for animal food never forſakes it; and 
it ſeems even to take a pleafure in the vicinity 
of putrefaction. Mr. Buffon tells us of one 
of them being found, with three young 
ones, in the carcaſe of a wolf that was grown 
putrid, and that had been hung up by the 
hind legs, as a terror to others. Into this 
horrid retreat the weaſel thought proper to re- 
tire to bring forth her young; ſhe had fur- 
niſhed the cavity with hay, graſs, and leaves; 
and the young were juſt brought forth when 
they were diſcovered. by a peaſant paſſing that 
way. . 
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THE ERMINE, OK sTOAT. Fug 


NEXT to the weaſel We vs and | perfeAly 
alike in figure, is the ermine. The difference 
between this and the former animal is fo very 
ſmall, that many, and among the reſt Linnzus, 
who gives but one deſcription of both, have 
confounded the two kinds together. However 
their differences are fufficient to induce later na- 
turaliſts to ſuppoſe the two kinds diſtin; and 
as their lights ſeem preferable, we chuſe to fol- 
low their deſcriptions . 

The ſtoat or ermine, differs from the weaſel 
in ſize, being uſually nine inches long ; whereas 
the former is not much above ſix. The tail of 
the ermine is always tipped with black, and is. 
tonger in proportion to the body, and more fur- 
niſhed with hair. The edges of the ears and 
the ends of the toes in this animal are of a 
yellowiſh white; and although it is of the ſame 
colour with the weaſel, being of a lightiſh brown; 
and though both this animal, as well as the 
weaſel, in the moſt northern parts of Europe, 
changes its colour in winter, and becomes white; 
yet even then the weaſel may be eafily diſtin- 
guiſhed from the ermine by the tip ef the tail, 
which in the latter is always black. 


*- Buffon, Britiſh Zoology. 
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It is well known that the fur of the ermine 
is the moſt valuable of any hitherto known; 
and it is in winter only that this little animal 
has it of the proper colour and conſiſtence. In 
ſummer, the ermine, as was faid before, is 


_ brown, and it may at that time more properly 


be called the ſtoat. There are. few ſo unac- 
quainted with quadrupedes as not to perceive 
this change of colour in the hair, which in 
ſome degree obtains in them all. The horſe, 
the cow, and the goat, all manifeſtly change. 
colour in the beginning of ſummer, the old 
long hair falling off, and a ſhorter coat of hair 
appearing in its room, generally of a darker 
colour, and yet more gloſſy. What obtains in 
our temperate climate, is ſeen to prevail ſtill 
more ſtrongly in thoſe regions where the winters 
are long and ſevere, and the ſummers ſhort and 
yet generally hot in an extreme degree. The 
animal has ſtrength enough, during that ſeaſon, 
to throw off a warm coat of fur, which would 
but incommode it, and continues for two or 
three months in a ſtate ſomewhat reſembling 
the ordinary quadrupedes of the milder climates. 
'At the approach of winter, however, the cold 
| encreaſing, the coat of hair ſeems to thicken 
in proportion; from being coarſe and ſhort it 
lengthens and grows finer, while multitudes of 
| ſmaller hairs grow up between the longer, thicken 
the coat, and give it all that. warmth and ſoft- 

neſs 
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' nefs which are ſo much valued i in the furs of the 
northern animals. 
It is no eaſy matter to account fog this re- 


markable warmth of the furs of northern qua- 


drupedes, or how they come to be furniſhed wien 
ſuch an abundant covering. It is eaſy enough, 
indeed, to ſay that Nature fits them thus for the 
climate; and, like an indulgent mother, when 
ſhe expoſes them to the rigour of an intemperate 
winter, ſupplies them with a covering againſt 
its inclemency. But this is only flouriſhing; 
it is not eaſy, I fay, to tell how Nature 
comes to furniſh them in this manner. A few 


particulars on this ſubje& are all that we yet 


know. It is obſervable among quadrupedes, as 
well as even among the human ſpecies itſelf, that 
a thin ſparing diet is apt to produce hair; chil- 
dren that have been ill fed, famiſhed dogs and 
horſes, are more hairy than others whoſe food 
has been more plentiful. "This may, therefore, 

be one cauſe that the animals of the north, in 
winter are more hairy than thoſe of the milder 
climates. At that ſeaſon, the whole country is 
covered with deep ſnow, and the proviſions 
which theſe creatures are able to procure can be 
but precarious and ſcanty. Its becoming finer 
may alſo proceed from the ſeverity of the cold, 
that contracts the pores of the ſkin, and the 
hair conſequently takes the ſhape of the aper- 


ture through which it ous, as wires are made 
Wh ſmaller 
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ſmaller by being drawn through a ſmaller ori- 


fice. However this may be, all the animals of 


the arctic climates may be ſaid to have their 
winter and ſummer garments, except very far to 
the north, as in Greenland, where the cold is ſo 
eontinually intenſe, and the food ſo ſcarce, that 
neither the bears nor foxes change colour *. 
The ermine, as was ſaid, is remarkable among 
theſe for the ſoftneſs, the cloſeneſs, and the 
warmth of its fur. It is brown in ſummer, like 


the weaſel, and changes colour before the winter 


is begun, becoming a beautiful cream colour, 


all except the tip of the tail, as was ſaid before, 
which ſtill continues black. Mr. Daubenton 
had one of theſe brought him with its white 


winter fur, which he put into a cage and kept, 
in order to obſerve the manner of moulting 
its hair. He received it in the beginning of 
March: in a very ſhort time it began to fhed 
its coat, and a mixture of brown was ſeen to 
prevail among the white, fo that at the ninth 


of the ſame month its head was nearly become 


of a reddiſh brown. Day after day this colour 
appeared to extend at firſt along the neck and 
down the back, in the manner of a ſtripe of 


about half an inch broad. The fore-part of the 


legs then aſſumed the Game colour; a part of 


the head, the thighs, and the tail, were the laſt 


* Krantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol, i. p. 72. 
that 


"WEASEL: K IN wn. Ix 


that changed; but at the end of the month there 
was no white rem̃aining, except on thoſe parts 
which are always white in this ſpecies, particu- 
larly the throat and the belly. However, he 
had not the pleaſure of ſeeing this animal re- 
ſume its former whiteneſs, although he kept it 

for above two years; which, without doubt, 
was owing to its impriſoned ſtate; this colour 
being partly owing to its tinted food, and 
partly to the rigour of the ſeaſon. During its. 
ſtate of conſinement, this little animal always 
continued very wild and untractable; for ever 
in a ſtate of violent agitation, except when _ 
aſleep, which it often continued for three parts 
of the day. Except for its moſt diſagreeable 
ſcent, it was an extremely pretty creature, its 
eyes ſprightly, its phyſiognomy pleaſant, and its 
motions ſo ſwift that the eye could ſcarce at- 
tend them. It was fed with eggs and fleſh, but 
it always let them putrefy before it touched 
either. As ſome of this kind are known to be 
fond of honey, it was tried to feed this animal 
with ſuch. food for a while; after having for 
three or four days deprived it of other food, it 
ate of this, and died ſhortly after; a ſtrong proof 
of its being a diſtin ſpecies from the polecat 
or the martin, who feed upon honey, but other- 
wiſe pretty much reſemble the-ermine in cheir 
figure and diſpoſitions. 


In the north of Europe and Siberia, their 
ſkins 
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ſkins make a valuable article of commerce, oh | 
they are found there much more frequently 
than among us. In Siberia they burrow in the 
fields, and are taken in traps baited with fleſh. 
In Norway they are either ſhot with blunt ar- 
rows or taken in traps made of two flat ſtones, 
one being pfopped with a ſtick, to which is 
faſtened a baited ſtring; and when the animals 
attempt to pull this away, the ſtone drops and 
cruſhes them to death. This animal is ſome- 
times found white in Great Britain, and is then 
called a white weaſel. Its furs, however, among 
us are of no value, having neither the thickneſs, 
the cloſeneſs, nor the whiteneſs of thoſe which 
come from Siberia. The fur of the ermine, in 
every country, changes by time; for, as much 
of its beautiful whiteneſs is given it by certain 
arts know to the furriers, fo its-natural colour 
returns, and its former N can never 8 
reſtored ___ 7 kth 'Þ 


THE FOREST 
THE animal next in ſize to the ermine is 
the ferret; which is a kind of domeſtic in 
Europe, though ſaid to be originally brought 


from Africa into Spain, which being a country 
abounding in rabbits, required an animal of this 


kind, more than any other: however this be, 3 


it is not to be found at preſent among us, ex- 
| cept 


WIEA SEAL. Kip: 083 
cept in its domeſtic ſtate; and-it is chief hops; 
tame, for the purpoſes: of the warren. - + + 
The ferret is about one foot long, ng a 
nearly four inches longer than the weaſel. It 
reſembles that animal in the ſlenderneſs of its 
body, and the ſhortneſs of its legs; but its noſe 
is ſharper, and its body more ſlender, in pro- 
portion to its length. The ferret is commonly 
of a cream colour; but they are alſo found of all 
the colours of the weaſel kind; white, blackiſh, 
brown, and party- coloured. Thoſe that are of 
the whitiſh kind, have their eyes red, as is al- 
moſt general with all animals entirely of that 


colour. But its principal diſtinction from the 


weaſel, is the length of the hair on its tail, 
which is much longer in the ferret than the 
weaſel. Words will not well expreſs the other 
diſtinctions; and what might take up a page in 


dull diſcrimination, a ſingle glance of the eye, 


when the animals W are ee can 
diſcover. 
As this animal is a native of the W oF; i 
jo it cannot bear the rigours of our climate, 
without care and ſhelter; and it generally re- 
pays the trouble of its keeping, by its great 
agility in the warren. It is naturally ſuch an 
enemy of the rabbit kind, that if a dead rabbit 
de nn tp! a Pn: ferret, das gi it ey "= 
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never-ſeen one before, it inſtantly attacks and 
bites it with an appearance of rapacity. If the 
rabbit be living, the ferret is ſtill more eager, | 
ſeizes! it by the neck, winds itſelf round it, and 
continues to ſuck. its blood till it be ſatiated. 
Their chief uſe in warrens, is to enter the 
holes, and drive the rabbits into the nets that are 
prepared for them at the mouth. For this pur- 
poſe, the ferret is muzzled; otherwiſe, inſtead 
of driving out the rabbit, it would content it- 
ſelf with killing and ſucking its blood at the 
bottom of the hole; but, by this contrivance, 
being rendered unable to ſeize its prey, the 
rabbit eſcapes from its claws, and inſtantly- 
makes to the mouth of the hole with ſuch pre- 
cipitation, that it is inextricably entangled inthe 
net placed there for its reception. It . often 
happens, however, that the ferret diſengages ĩt- 
ſelf of its muzzle, and then it is moſt commonly 
loſt, unleſs it be dug out; for, finding all its 
wants ſatisfied in the warren, it never thinks of 
returning to the owner, but continues to lead a 
rapacious ſolitary life while the ſummer: conti- 
nues, and dies with the cold of the winter. In 
| order to bring the ferret from his hole, the 
 -___ owners'often burn ſtraw and other ſubſtances at 
__ the-mouth; they alſs beat above, to terrify it; 
but this does not always ſucceed; for as there 
are often ſeveral iſſues to each hole, the ferret is 
affected neither by the noiſe or the ſmoke, but 
8 continues 
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continues ſecure at the bottom, ſleeping the 
greateſt part of the time, and . only to 
ſatisfy the calls of hunger. 
Ihe female of this 5 S, is a leſs 

than the male, whom ſhe ſeeks with great ar- 
dour, and, it is ſaid; often dies, without being 
admitted. They are uſually kept in boxes, wien 
wool,” of which they make themſelves a warm 
bed, that ſerves to defend them from the rigour- 


of the climate. They ſleep almoſt continuallß:; | 


and the inſtant they awake, they ſeem eager for 


food. They are uſually fed with bread and milk. 


They breed twice a year. Some of them de- 
vour their young as ſoon as brought forth; and 
then become fit for the male again. Their 
number is uſually. from five to ſix at a litter; 
and this is ſaid to conſiſt. of more females than 
males. Upon the whole, this is an uſeful, but a 
diſagreeable and offenſive animal; its ſcent is 
fetid, its nature voracious, it is tame without 
any attachment, and ſuch is its appetite for blood, 
that it has been known to attack and kill chil- 
dren in the cradle, It is very eaſy to be irri- 
tated; and, although at all times its ſmell is very 
offenſive, it then is much more ſo; andi its bite: 
is very difficult of cure. 5 

To the ferret kind we any add: „ 
which Mr. Buffon calls the Vanfis ih ie of 


* Buffon, | 
which 
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which was ſent him ſtuffed, from -Madagaſcar, 
It was thirteen inches long, a good deal reſem- 


bling the ferret in figure, but differing in the 


number of its grinding teeth, which amounted 


to twelve; whereas, in the ferret, there are but 


eight: it differed alſo in colour, being of a dark 
brown, and exactly the fame on all parts of its 
body. Of this animal, ſo nearly reſembling e 
ferret, we have no other hiſtory but the mere 
deſcription of its figure; and in a quadrupede 
whoſe kind is ſo ſtrongly marked, perhaps this 

1 POP es ps 
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ge H E p O e A T. 
THE Polecat i is larger than the weaſel, the 


% - 


ermine, or the ferret, being one foot five inches 


long; whereas, the weaſel is but fix inches, the 
ermine nine, and the ferret eleven inches. It 


ſo much reſembles the ferret in form, that 


ſome have been of opinion they were one and. 
the ſame animal; nevertheleſs, there are a ſuf- 
ficient number of diſtinctions between them: 

it is, in the firft place, larger than the ferret; 
it is not quite ſo ſlender, and has a blunter noſe ; 
it differs alſo internally, having but Posten i 
ribs, whereas the ferret has fifteen; and wants 

one of the breaſt bones, which is found in the 
ferret: however, warreners aſſert, that the pole- - 
cat will mix with the ferret ; and they are ſome- 
8 "7 | times 
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times obliged to procure an intercourſe between 
theſe two animals, to improve the breed of the 
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later, which, by long confinement, is ometimes” 


ſeen to abate of its rapacious diſpoſition, | Mr. 
Buffon denies that the ferret will admit the:pole- * 
cat; yet gives a variety, under the name of both 


animals, which may Tu amin be! a eres os 


race between the two. 1! 1 {it 
However this be, the pulocat Pg 22 1 
the more pleaſing animal of the two; for al- 
though the long flender ſhape of all theſe ver- 
min tribes gives them a very diſagreeable ap- 
pearance, yet the ſoftneſs and colour of tlie hair 
in ſome of them, atones for: the defect, and 
renders them, if not pretty, at leaſt not-fright- 
ful. The polecat, for the moſt patt, is of a 
deep chocolate colour; it is white about the 
mouth; the ears are ſhort, rounded,” and tipt 
with white; a little beyond the corners of the 
mouth a ſtripe begins, which runs backward, 
partly white and partly yellow: its hair, like 
that of all this claſs, is of two ſorts; the long 
and the furry : but, in this animal, the two 
kinds are of different colours; the longeſt is 
black, and the ſhorter yellowiſh *: the throat, 
feet and tail, are blacker than any other parts of 
the body: . claws are white . and 
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brown ams _ its: tail 18 | about eo inches 
ys an half. $3 di O83 8 


It is very deftrudive- a as 


kinds * but the rabbit ſeems to be its favourite 


prey; a ſingle polecat is often ſufficient to de- 


ſtroy a whole warren; for, with that inſatiable 


thirſt for blood which is natural to all the wea- 
ſel kind, it kills much more than it can devaur ; 


And 1 have ſeen twenty rabbits at a time taken | 


out dead, which they had deſtroyed, and that by 
a wound which was hardly perceptible. Their 
fize, however, which is ſo much larger than the 
weaſel, renders their retreats near houſes: much 
more, precarious ;| although I have ſeen them 
burrow near a village, ſo as ſearcely to be extir- 
pated. But, in general, they reſide in woods or 
thick brakes, making hales under ground of 
about two yards deep, commonly ending among 
the roots of large trees, for greater ſecurity. In 
winter they frequent houſes, and make a com- 
I 25 een my 


_ 
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pigeons, when it gets into a dove-houſe; 
without making fo much noiſe as the weaſel, it 
does a great deal more miſchief; it diſpatches 
each with a ſingle wound in the head; and, after 


# Britih Zoology, vol. i. p. 78. + Buffon, 
Killing 
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küling a great number, and ſatiating itſelf with 
their blood, it then begins to think of carrying 


them home. This it carefully performs, ging 
and returning, and bringing them one by one , 
its hole; but if it ſhould happen that the opening 
by which it got into the deve-houſe, be not 

large enough for the body of the pigeon to get 


through, this miſchievous creature contents it. 
{elf with carrying away the heads, and makes a 
moſt delicious feaſt upon the brains. 


It is not leſs fond of honey, attacking the 


hives in winter, and forcing the bees away. It 
does not remove far from houſes in winter; as 


— 


its prey is not ſo eaſily found in the woods dur- 


ing that ſeaſon. The female brings forth her 


young in ſummer, to the number of five or ſił 
at a time; theſe ſhe ſoon trains to her own ra- 


pacious - habits, ſupplying the want of milk, 


which no carnivorous quadrupede has in plenty, 
with the blood of fuch ammals as ſhe happens 


to ſeize. The fur of this animal is conſidered 


as ſoft and warm; yet it is in leſs eſtimation 


than ſome of a much inferior kind, from its Of⸗ 


fenſive ſmell, which can never be wholly re- 
moved, or ſuppreſſed. The polecat ſeems tg 
be an inhabitant of the temperate climates *, 


ſcarce any being found towards the north, ane 
but: very few . in the warmer lautudes, She 
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e | ANIMALS or THE 
Cs appears to be confined in Europe, from 


Poland to Italy. It is certain, that theſe animals 


are afraid of the cold, as they are often ſeen to 
come. into houſes in winter, and as their tracks 
are never found in the ſnow, near their retreats, 
It is probable, alſo, that they are afraid of heat, 
as they are but thinly ae. in the ſouthern 


A 
climates. | ALA 4 


4 
* 


I H E NM . 
TAE Martin is a larger animal than any of 


the former, being generally eighteen inches 
long, and the tail ten more. It differs from the 


polecat, in being about four or five inches 
longer; its tail alſo is longer in proportion, 
and more buſhy at the end; its noſe is flatter; 


its cry is ſharper and more piercing ; its colours 


are more elegant ; and, what ſtill adds to their 
beauty, its ſcent, very unlike the former, inſtead 

of being offenſive, is conſidered as a moſt pleaſ- 
ing perfume, The martin, in ſhort, is the moſt 


beautiful of all Britiſh beaſts of prey: its head 


is ſmall, and-elegantly formed; its eyes lively; 
its ears are broad, rounded and open; its back, 
its ſides, and tail, are covered with a fine thick 
downy fur, with longer hair intermixed; the 
roots are aſh- colour, the middle of a bright 
cheſnut, the points black; the head is brown, 


with a ſlight caſt of red; the legs, and upper 
ſides 


- 
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ſides of the feet, are of a chocolate color the 
palms, or under ſides, are covered with a thick 
down, like that of the body; the feet are broad, 
the claws white, large and ſharp, well adapted 2 


for the purpoſes of climbing, but, as in others 


of the weaſel kind, incapable. of being ſheathed 
or unſheathed at pleaſure; the throat and breaſt _ 
are white; the belly of the ſame colour with - 
the back, but rather paler; the hair on the 
tail is very long, eſpecially at the end, where 
it appears mac thicker than near the * 
tion. 

There is alſo a . of this i called | 
the yellow-breaſted martin, which in no reſpect 
differs from the former, except that this has a 
yellow-breaſt, whereas the other has a- White 
one: the colour of the body allo is darker z and; 
as it lives more among trees than the other mar- 
tin, its fur is more valuable; beautiful and gloſſy. 
The former of theſe Mr. Buffon calls the 
Fouine; the latter, ſimply the Martin; and he 
ſuppoſes them to be a diſtinct ſpecies: but as 
they differ only in colour, it is unneceſſary to 
embarraſs hiſtory by a ne diſtinction, WIRES 
there is only ſo minute a difference. 

Of all animals of the weaſel kind, the 1 martin 
is the moſt pleaſing; all its motions ſhew great 
grace, as well as agility; and there is ſcarce an 
animal in our woods that will venture to oppoſe 
it, "ey five times as big are eaſily 

„5 vanquiſhed; 
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vanquiſhed ; the hare, the ſheep, and even the 
wild cat itfelf, though much ſtronger, is not a 


_ * match for the martin: and although carnivorous 


animals are not fond of engaging each other, 
yet the wild cat and the, martin ſeldom meet 
without a combat. 7 EE tells us of one of 


this kind that he kept tame, which was ex- 


tremely playful and pretty; it went among the 
houſes of the neighbourhood, and always re- 
turned home when hungry: it was extremely 
fond of a dog that had been bred up with it, 
and uſed to play with it as cats are ſeen to 
play, lying an its back, and biting without 
anger or injury. That which was kept tame 
by Mr. Buffon was not quite fo focial : it was 


diveſted of its ferocity, but continued without 


attachment; and was {till fo wild as to be 
obliged to be held by a chain. Whenever a a 
cat appeared, it prepared for war; and if any of 
the poultry came within its reach, it flew upon 


them with avidity. Though it was tied by the 


middle of the body, it frequently eſcaped: at 
firſt it returned after ſome hours, but without 
ſeeming pleaſed, and as if it only came to be 
fed; the next time it continued abroad longer ; 
and, at laſt, went away without ever returning. 
It was a female, and was, when it went oft, a 
year and an half old ; and Mr. Buffon ſuppoſes 
it to have gone in queſt of the male. It ate 


S 117 that was given it, except ſallad or 


herbs; 
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herbs; and it was remarkably fond of honey, 
It was remarked: that it drank oſten, and often 
ſlept for two days together; and that, in like 
manner, it was often two or three days without 
fleeping. Before it went to ſleep, it drew itſelf 
up into a: round, hid its head, and covered it 

with its tail. When awake it was in continual 
agitation, and was obliged to be tied up, not 
leis to prevent its attacking the poultry, than 
to hinder it from breaking whatever it came 
near, by the n * of its mo- 
tions. 1 i 

The pellen breaged v martin is 1 more 
common in France than in England; and yet 
even there this variety is much fearcer than that 
with the white: breaſt. | The latter keeps nearer 
houſes and villages, to make its petty ravages 
among the ſheep. and the poultry; ; the other 
keeps in the woods, and leads in every reſpect 
a ſavage life, building its neſt on the tops of 
trees, and living upon ſuch animals as are en- 
tirely wild, like itſelf. About night fall it uſually 
quits its ſolitude to ſeek its prey, hunts aſter 
ſquirrels, rats, and rabbits; deſtroys great num- 
bers of birds and their young, takes the eggs 
from the neſt, and often removes them to its 
own without breaking *, The inſtant the mar- 
tin ah itſelf purſued by dogs, for which __ 
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poſe there is a peculiar breed, that ſeem fit for 
this chace only, it immediately makes to its 


retreat, which is generally in the hollow of ſome 
tree, towards the top, and which it is impoſſible 


to come at without cutting it down. Their 
neſt is generally the original tenement of the 
ſquirrel, which chat little animal beſtowed great 
© pains in completing : but the martin having 
killed, and diſpoſſeſſed the little architect, takes 


poſleſſion of it for its own uſe, enlarges its 
dimenſions, improves the ſoftneſs of the bed, 


and in that retreat brings forth its young. Its 


| 3 is never above three or four at à time; ; 
they are brought forth with the eyes cloſed; as in 


all the reſt of this kind, and very ſoon come to 


a ſtate of perfection. The dam compenſates for 


her own deficiency of milk, by bringing them 
eggs and live birds, accuſtoming them from the 
beginning to a life of carnage and rapine. When 


ſhe leads them from the neſt into the woods, the 


birds at once diſtinguiſh: their enemies, and at- 


tend them, as we before obſerved of the fox, 


with all the marks of alarm and animoſity. 
Wherever the martin conducts her young, a 
flock of ſmall birds are ſeen threatening and in- 
ſulting her, alarming every thicket, and often 
n the hunter 1 in his purſuilt. 

The martin is more common in North- 
America than in any part of Europe, Theſe 


animals are found in all the northern parts of 
| the 


ed 


1 | _ 
i = 
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the OPT from Siberia to China and Canada. 
In every country they are hunted for their fürs, 
which are very valuable, and chiefly ſorwhen' 
taken in the beginning of winter. The moſt 
eſteemed part of the martin's ſkin is that part of 
it which is browner than the reſt, and ſtretches 
along the back-bone.. Above twelve thouſand 
of theſe. ſkins are annually imported into Eng- 
land from Hudſon's hes * een er . 
ſand row: Canada. 5 1815 


* 
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MOST of the claſſes of the weaſel Kidd 
would have continued utterly unknown and dif- 
regarded were it not for their furs, Which are 
finer, more gloſſy and ſoft,” than thoſe of any” 
other quadrupede. Their diſpoſitions arè fierce 
and untameable; their ſcent generally offenſive; 
and their figure diſproportioned and unpleaſing. 
The knowledge of one or two of them would, 
therefore, have ſufficed curioſity; and the reſt 
would probably have been confounded together, 
under one common name, as things uſeleſs and 
unintereſting, had not their ſkins been coveted 
by the vain, and conſidered as capable of _— - 
to human magnificence or beauty. © '. 5 

Of all theſe, however, the ſkin of the able ; 
is the moſt coveted, and held in the higheſt 
eſteem. It is of a browniſh black, and the 

BB © a / «darker 
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darker it is it becomes the more valuable. A 
ſingle fkin, though not above four inches broad, 
is oſten valued at ten or fifteen pounds *; the 
fur differing from others in this, that it has no 
grain; ſo that, rub it which way you will, it is 
equally ſmooth and unreſiſting. Nevertheleſs, 
though this little animal's robe was fo much co- 
veted by the great, its hiſtory till of late was but 
very little known; and we are obliged to Mr. 
Jonelin for the firſt accurate deſcription of its 
form and nature +. From him we learn that 
the fable reſembles the martin in form and ſize, 
and the weaſel in the number of its teeth ; for 


it is to be obſerved, that whereas the martin has 


thixty- eight teeth, the weaſel has but thirty-four ; 
in this reſpect, therefore, the ſable ſeems to 
make the ſhade between theſe two animals; 
being. ſhaped like the one, and furniſhed with 
teeth like the other. It is alſo furniſhed with 
very large whiſkers about the mouth; its feet 
are broad, and, as in the reſt of its kind, fur- 
niſhed with fiye claws on each foot. Theſe are 
its conſtant marks; but its fur, for which it is 
ſo much valued, is not always the ſame. Some 
of this ſpecies are of a dark brown over all the 

body, except the ears and the throat, where the 
hair is rather yellow ; others are more of a yel- 
lowiſh ee their ears and throat te alſo | 


'* Regnard. | he" 1 n p. 113. 
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much paler. Theſe in both art che colours 
they have in winter, and which they are een to 
change in the beginning of the ſpring; the 
former becoming of a yellow brown, the latter 
of a pale yellow. In other reſpects they re- 
ſemble their kind, in vivacity, agility, and in- 
quietude; in ſleeping by day and ſeeking their 
prey by night; in living upon ſmaller animals, 
and in the enn _— ens os. 2 
racterizes their race. 
They generally :nhabit along the ven: 10 
rivers, in ſhady places, and in the thiekeſt 
woods. They leap with great eaſe from tree 
to tree, and are faid to be afraid of the ſun, 
which tarniſhes the luſtre of their robes. They 
are chiefly hunted in winter for their thing 
during which part of the year they are only in 
ſeaſon. They are moſtly found in Siberia, and 
but very few in any other country of the world; 
and this ſcarcity it is which enhances. their 
value. The hunting of the fable chiefly falls to 
the lot of the condemned criminals, who are 
ſent from Ruſſia into theſe wild and extenſive. 
foreſts that, for a great part of the year, are 
covered with ſnow ; and in this inſtance, as in 
many others, the luxuries and ornaments. of the 
yain, are wrought out of the; dangers and the 
miſeries of the wretched.  'L hefe are obliged to 
eee a Serial: number of. i every year, 
N 


- 
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and are puniſhed if ad your quantity wy not 
moms i! 

The fable is alſo killed by * Rufian foldiers, 
whe! are ſent into thoſe parts to that end. They 
are taxed a certain number of ſkins' yearly, like 
the former, and are obliged to ſhoot with only 
a ſingle ball, to avoid ſpoiling the ſkin, or elſe 
with croſs-bows and blunt arrows. As an en- 
couragement to the hunters, they are allowed to 
ſhare- among themſelves the ſurplus” of thoſe 
ſkins which they thus procure ; and this, in the 
proceſs of ſix or ſeven years, amounts to a very 
conſiderable ſum. A colonel, during his ſeven 
years ſtay, gains about four thouſand crowns for 
his ſhare, 'and the-common men _ or ſeven 
hundred each Mor” theirs. e i! 


FRE ICHNEUMON:” 


THE Ichneumon, which ſome have inju- 
diciouſly denominated the Cat of Pharaoh, is 
one of the boldeſt and moſt uſeful animals of all 

the weaſel kind. In the kingdom of Egypt, 
where it is chiefly bred, it is ufed for the ſame 
purpoſes that cats are in Europe, and is even 
more ſerviceable, as being more expert in catch- 
ing mice than they. This animal is uſually of 
the ſize of the martin, and greatly reſembles it 
in appearance, ee that the hair, which is 


of a griſly black, is much rougher and leſs 
daoywͤny. 


% 
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downy. The tail alſo is not. ſo buſhy; at the 
end; and each hair i in particular has three or 
four colours, which are ſeen. in different diſpo- 
ſitions of its body. Under its rougher. hairs, 
there is a ſofter fur of a browniſh colour, the 
rough hair being about two inches long, but 
that of the muzzle extremely ſhort, as likewiſe 
that on the legs and paws... However, being 
long ſince brought into a domeſtic ſtate, there 
are many varieties in this animal; ſome being 
much larger than the martin, e much leſs; 
ſome being of a lighter mixture of colours, and 
ſome being ſtreaked in the manner of a cat. 
The Ichneumon, with all the ſtrength of a 
cat, has more inſtinct and agility; a more uni- 
verſal appetite for carnage, and a greater variety 
of powers to procure it “k. Rats, mice, birds, 
ſerpents, lizards and inſeRs, are all equally pur- 
ſued; it attacks every living thing which. it is 
able to overcome, and indiſcriminately preys on 
fleſh of all kinds. Its courage is equal to the 
vehemence of its appetite. It fears neither the 
force of the dog nor the inſidious malice of the 
cat; neither the claws of the vulture nor the 
poiſon of the viper. It makes war upon all 
kinds of ſerpents with great avidity, ſeizes and 
Kills en gh venomous erer they be; and 


= The 2 of this FF is extracted from Mr. 
Buffon, except whers marked with commas. f 
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we are told that when it begins to perceive the 
effe s of their rage, it has recourſe to a certain 
root, which the Indians call after its name, and 
afſert to be an antidote for voy bite of 1 91 EN or 


the viper. 


But what this aer is particularly baten 


able to the Egyptians for is, that it diſcovers 


and deſtroys che eggs of the crocodile. It alſo 
kills the young ones that have not as yet been 


able to reach the water; and, as fable uſually 


goes hand in hand with truth, it is faid that the 
ichneumon ſometimes enters the mouth of 'the 
crocodile, when it is found ſleeping on the 
ſhore, boldly attacks the enemy in the infide, 
and at length, when it has ens A paper ter a 


it, eats its way out again. 


The ichneumon when wild generally reſides 
along the banks of rivers; and in times of in- 
undation makes to the higher ground, often ap- 
proaching inhabited places in queſt of prey. 
It goes forward hlently and cautiouſly, 'chang- 
ing its manner of moving according to its ne- 
ceſſities. Sometimes it carries the head high, 
ſhortens its body, and raiſes itſelf upon its legs; 


ſometimes it lengthens itſelf, and ſeems to ereep 


along the ground; it is often obſerved to fit upon 


its hind legs, like a dog when taught to beg 


but more commonly it is ſeen to dart like an 
arrow upon its prey, and ſeize i it with inevitable 


certainty. Its eyes are ſprightly and full of fire, 
its 
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i phyſiognomy ſenſible, its body "nimble, its 
tail long, and its hair rough and various. Like 


all of its kind, it has glands that open behind, 


and furniſh an odorous ſubſtance. Its noſe is 
too ſharp and its mouth too ſmall to permit” its 
ſeizing things that are large ; however, it makes 
up by its courage and activity its want of arms; 
it eaſily ſtrangles a cat, though ſtranger and 
larger than itfelf; and often fights with dogs, 
which, though never ſo bold learn to dread the 


ichneumon as a formidable enemy. It alſo takes 


the water like the otter, and, as we are told, 

will continue under it much longer.. 
This animal grows faſt, and dies ſoon. It is 
found. in great numbers in all the fouthern parts 

of Aſia, from Egypt to Java; and it is-alſo 
found in Africa, particularly at the Cape of 
Good Hope. It is domeſtic, as was faid, in 
Egypt; but in our eolder climates it is not eaſy 
to breed or maintain them, as they are not able 
to ſupport the rigour of our winters. Never- 
theleſs they take every precaution that inſtinct 
can dictate to keep themſelves warm; they 
wrap themſelves up into. a ball, hiding the head 
between the legs, and in this manner continue 
to ſleep all day long. c geba had one ſent him 

from the iſland of Ceylon, which he permitted 
to run for ſome months about the houſe. It 
was heavy and ſlothful by day, and often could. 
not be awaked even with a blow; but it made 
[ up 
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up this indolence by its noctu rnal activity, ſmel- 
ling about without either being wholly tame or 


wholly miſchievous. It climbed up the walls 
and the trees with very great eaſe, and appeared 
extremely fond of ſpiders and worms, which it 
preferred probably from their reſemblance to 
ſerpents, its moſt natural food. It was alſo par- 
ticularly eager to ſcratch up holes in the ground; 

and this, added to its wildneſs and uncleanli- 


neſs, obliged our naturaliſt to ſmother it in ſpi- 


rits, in order to preſerve, and add it to the reſt 
of his collection. 
This animal was one of thoſe DES wor- 


ſhipped by the Egyptians, who conſidered every 


thing that was ſerviceable to them as an ema- 
nation' of the Deity, and worſhipped ſuch as the 
beſt repreſentatives of God below. Indeed, if 


we conſider the number of eggs which the cro- 


codile lays in the fand at a time, which often 
amount to three or four hundred, we have rea- 


ſon to admire this little animal's uſefulneſs as 


well as induſtry in deſtroying them, fince other- 
wiſe the crocodile might be produced in ſuffi - 
cient numbers ta over-run the whole earth. 


THE S TINKARDS. 


THI 8 is a nate which: our ſailors give to 


ae or two animals of the weaſel kind, which 
are 3 found in America. All the weaſel 


kind, 
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| kind, as was already obſerved, have a very 
ſtrong ſmell; ſome of them indeed approaching 
to a perfume, but the greateſt number moſt in- 
ſupportably fœtid. But the ſmell of our weaſels, 
and ermines, and polecats, is fragrance itſelf 
when compared to that of the ſeuaſb and the 
Brink, which have been called the polecats of A- 
merica. Theſe two are found. in different parts 
of America, both differing; in colour and fur, 
but both obviouſly of the weaſel kind, as appears 
not only from their figure and odour, but alſo 
from their diſpoſition. The ſquaſh is about the 
ſize of a polegat, its hair of a deep brown, but 
| principally differing from all of this kind; in hay- 
ing only four toes on the feet before, whereas all 
other weafels have five. The ſtink, which I take 
to be Cateſby: s Virginia polecat, reſembles a 
polecat in ſhape and ſize, hut particularly dif- 
fers in the length of its hair and colour. The 
hair is above three inches and an half long, and 
that at the end of the tail above four inches. 
The colour is partly black and partiy white, 
variouſly diſpoſed over the body, very glolly; 
long, and beautiful. There ſeem to be two va- 
rieties more of this animal, which Mr. Buffon 
calls the Conepate- and the Zorille. He ſup- -- 
poſes each to be a diſtinct ſpecies :. but as they 
are both ſaid to-reſemble the polecat in form, 
and both to be cloathed with long fur of a black 
and white colour, it ſeems needleſs to make 4 


diſtinction. The conepate FER * ſkink 
in 
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in all things except in ſize, being ſmaller, and 


in the diſpoſition of its colours, which are more 


exact, having five white ſtripes upon a black 


ground, running longitudinally from the head to 


the tail. The zorille reſembles the ſkink, but is 


rather ſmaller and more beautifully coloured, 
its ſtreaks of black and white being more diſ- 
tinct, and the colours of its tail being black at 


its inſertion, and white at the extremity; where- 


as in the {kink they are all of one grey colour. 
But whateyer differences there may be in the 
figure or colour of theſe little animals, they all 
agree in one common affection, that ef being 
intolerably fletid and loathſome I have already 
obſerved, that all the weaſel kind have glands 
furniſhing an odorous matter, near the anus, the 
conduits of which generally have their aperture 
juſt at its opening. That ſubſtance which is 
ſtored up in theſe receptacles, i is in ſome of this 


kind, fuch as in the martin, already mentioned, 


and alſo in the genette and the civet, to be de- | 
ſcribed hereafter, a moſt grateful perfume; but 
in the weaſel, the ermine, the ferret, and the 
polecat, it is extremely fœtid and offenſive. | 


 'Fheſe glands in the animals now under conſi- 
deration are much larger, and furniſh a matter 


ſublimed to a degree of putreſeence that is f 


truly amazing. As to the perfumes of muſk 


and civet, we know that a fingle grain will dif- 


1 Hcl over a PRO houſe, — continue for 
months 


a 
{4 


. W431 K N . _ 
mah; in ſpread an agreeable odour, without di- 
minution. However, the perfume of the muſk 
or the civet is nothing, either for ſtrength or 
duration, to the inſupportable odour of theſe. It +: 
is uſually voided with their excrement ; and if 
but a ſingle drop happens to touch any part of a 

man's garment, it is more than probable that he 
can never wear any part of it more. = 
In deſcribing the effects produced by the ex- 
crement of theſe animals, we often hear of its 
railing this diabolical ſmell by its urine.  How=- 
ever, of this I am apt to doubt; and it-ſhould 
ſeem to me, that, as all the weaſel kind have their 
excrements ſo extremely fœtid from the cauſe 
above mentioned, we may conſider theſe alſo as 
being fertid from the ſame. cauſes. Beſides; | 
they are not furniſhed with glands to give their 
urine ſuch a ſmell ; and the analogy between 
them and the weaſel kind being fo ſtrong in 
other reſpects, we may ſuppoſe they reſemble 
each other in this. It has alſo been faid that they 
take this method of ejecting their excrement ta 
defend themſelves againſt their purſuers; but 
it is much more probable that this ejection 
is the convulſive effect of terror, and that it 
ſerves as their defence without their awn con- 
currence. Certain it is, that they neyer ſmell 
thus horridly, except when enraged or affrighted, 
for they are often kept tame about the houſes 
. In ; 3 of 
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of the planters of America without being vw | 


offenſive. SE LLP 


The habitudes of all theſe animals are the 
ſame, living like all the reſt of the weaſel kind, 


as they prey upon ſmaller animals and birds 
eggs. The ſquaſh, for inſtance, burrov's like the 


polecat in the clefts of rocks, where it brings 
forth its young. It often ſteals into farm 
yards, and kills the poultry, eating only their 
brains. Nor is it ſafe to purſue or offend it, 
for then it calls up all its ſcents, which are its 


moſt powerful protection. At that time neither 


men nor dogs will offer to approach it; the 
ſcent is ſo ſtrong, that it reaches for half a mile 
round, and more near at hand is almoſt ſtifling, 
If the dogs continue to purſue, it does all in its 


power to eſcape, by getting up a tree, or by 


ſome ſuch means ; but if driven to an extremity, 
it then lets fly upon the hunters; and if it ſhould. | 
happen that a drop of this feetid diſcharge fall in 


the eye, the perſon runs the 1 of being 


blinded for ever -x. 

The dogs themſelves :nſtaritl Sits of their 
ardour, when they find this extraordinary battery 
played off againſt them; they inſtantly turn tail, 


and leave the animal undiſputed maſter of the 


field; and no exhortations can ever bring them | 


4.9 Voyage de Kalm, as quoted by Buffon, vol. xxvii. 
p. 93. | | 


to 


i 


| W E A8 E L. K IN 5. 15 357 
to rally. © In the year 1749, ſays Kalm, « one. 
of theſe animals came near the farm where 1 
lived. It was in winter time, during the night; 8 
and the dogs that were upon the watch purſued _ 
it for ſome time, until it diſcharged againſt them. | 
Although T was in my bed a good way oF 
thought I ſhould have been ſuffocated; and = 
cows and oxen, by their lowings, 1 how 
much they were affected by the Regen About 5 
the end of the ſame year, another of theſe ani- 
mals crept into our cellar, but did not exhale _ 
the ſmalleſt ſcent, becauſe it was not diſturbed. 
A fooliſh woman, however, who Ppercejv ed it at 
night, by the ſhining of its eyes, killed it, and 'S 
at that moment its ſtench began to ſpread, 
The whole cellar was filled with it to ſuch a 
degree, that the woman kept her bed for ſeveral 
days after; and all. the bread, meat, and other 
proviſions, that were kept there, were ſo infect- 
8 that they were obliged to be thrown out of 
' doors.” Nevertheleſs, many of the planters, 
and the native Americans, keep this animal | 
tame about their houſes ; and ſeldom perceive 
any diſagreeable ſcents, except it is injured 8 
frighted. They are alſo known to eat its fleſn, 
which ſome aſſert to be tolerable food; however, 
they take care to deprive it of thoſe Shaun which 
. AFE * horridly offenſive. wt 


"THE 
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FROM the ſquaſh, uhh; is the melt ohen 


ſive animal in nature, we come to the Genette, 
which is one of the moſt beautiful and pleaſing. 
Inſtead of the horrid ſtench with which the for- 
mer affects us, this has a moſt grateful odour; 
more faint than civet, but to ſome, for that 
reaſon, more agreeable. This animal is rather 
leſs than the martin; though there are genettes 
of different ſizes; and J have ſeen one rather 
larger. It alſo differs ſomewhat in the form of 
its body. It is not eaſy, in words, to give an 
idea of the diſtinction. It reſembles all thoſe 
of the weaſel kind, in its length, compared to 
its height; it reſembles them in having a ſoft 
beautiful fur, in having its feet armed with 
claws that cannot be ſheathed, and in its appe- 
tite for petty carnage. But then it differs from 
them in having the noſe much ſmaller and Tong- 
er, rather reſembling that of a fox than a wea - 
ſel. The tail alſo, inſtead of being buſhy, tapers © 
to a point, and is much longer; its ears are 
larger, and its paws ſmaller. As to its colours, 
and figure in general, the genette is ſpotted with 
black, upon a ground mixed with red and grey. 
It has two ſorts of hair, the one ſhorter and 
ſofter, the other longer and ſtronger, but not 
above half an inch long om any part of its body, 
except 


% 
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except the tail. Its ſpots are diſtinct and ſepas _ 
rate upon the ſides, but unite towards the back, 
and form black ſtripes, which run longitudinally - 
from the neck backwards. It has alſo along 
the back a kind of mane or longith hair, which 
forms a black ſtreak from the head to the tail, 
which laſt is marked with rings, alternately 
black and white, its whole lengtn. 
The genette, like all the ſk of the win 
kinds; has glands, that ſeparate 'a- kind of per- 
fume, reſembling civet, but which ſoon flies off, 
Theſe - glands open differently from thoſe of 
other animals of this kind; for, as the latter 
have their apertures juſt at the opening of the 
anus, theſe have their aperture immediately 
under it; ſo that the male feams, for "this | 
_ reaſon, to ECON oblerver. to be of two 
ſexes. 
Jt: ee ch” mation AI 
habits and diſpoſition “*; except, that it ſeems 
tamed much more eaſily. Belonius aſſures us, 
that he has ſeen them in the houſes at Conſtan- 
tinople as tame as cats; and that they were per- 
mitted to run every where about, without doing 
the leaſt miſchief. For this reaſon they have 
been called the Cats of Conſtantinople; 1 al- 
though they have little elle. in common with 
that animal, except. their (all in ing out. and 


1 * Buffon, vol. Kix. 3 on 
| deſtroying | 
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come one of the moſt enn of our domeſ- 
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deſtroying. vermin. Naturaliſts pretend that it 
inhabits only the moiſter grounds, and chiefly 


. reſides along the banks of rivers, having never 


been found | in mountains, nor dry places. The 
ſpecies is not much diffuſed; it is not to be 


found in any part of Europe, except Spain and 


Turky; it requires a warm climate to ſubſiſt 


and multiply in; and yet it is not to be found 
in the warmer regions either of India or Africa. 


From ſuch as have ſeen its uſes at Conſtanti- 
nople, J learn, that it is one of the moſt beau- 
tiful, cleanly, and induſtrious animals in the 
world; that it keeps whatever houſe it is in 
perfectly free from mice and rats, which can- 


not endure its ſmell. Add to this, its nature is 


mild and gentle, its colour various and gloſſy, 


its fur valuable; and, upon the whole, it ſeems 


to be one of thoſe animals that, with proper care, 
might be propagated among us, and might be- 


988 
Fee 


ties. 
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PROCEEDING from the ſmaller to the 


greater of this kind, we come, in the laſt place, 


to the Civet, which is much larger than any of 
the former; for as the martin is not above ſix- 
teen inches Jong, the eivet is found to be above 


8 Mr. Buffon diſtinguiſhes this ſpecies 
into 
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ind two kinds; one of which he calls the Civet, 


and'the other the Zibet. The latter principally 
differs from the former in baving che body 
longer and more ſlender, the noſe ſinalfer, the 
cars longer, and broader ; no mane or long hair 

running down the back in the latter; and the 


tail longer, and better marked with rings of dif- 
ferent colours, from one end to the other. Theſe 


are the differences which have induced this great 
naturaliſt to ſuppoſe them animals of diſtinct 


ſpecies; and to allot each a ſeparate deſcrip- 
tion. How far future experience may con- 


firm this SonjeQture," time muſt diſcover; but 


certain it is, that if ſuch ſmall varieties make 4 


ſeparate claſs, there may be many ether animals 
equally entitled to peculiar diſtinction that 'now 
are claſſed together. We ſhall, therefore, con- 
tent ourſelves, at preſent, with conſidering, as J 
former naturaliſts have done, theſe two merely. 
as varieties of the ſame animal, and only altered 
in nene climate, food, or education. 
The civet reſembles animals of the weaſel 
kind in the long flendernels of its body, the | 
ſhortneſs of its legs, the odorous matter that 
exudes from the [glands behind, the ſoftneſs. of ; 
its fur, the number of its claws, and their inca- 
pacity of being ſheathed. It differs from them 
in being much larger than any hitherto deſerib- 
ed: in having the noſe lengthened, fo as to re- 
ſemble that 12 the fox; ; the ail long, and ta- 
998 . pering 
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to a point: and its ears trait, like thoſe 
ot 2 cat. The colour of the civet varies: it is 
commonly aſh, ſpotted. with black ; though it 
is whiter in the female, tending to yellow ; ; and 
the ſpots are much larger, like thoſe of a pan- 


cher. The colour on the belly, and under the 


throat, is black; whereas the other parts of the 


body are black or ſtreaked with grey. This 


animal varies in its colour, being ſometimes 


ſtreaked, as in our kind of cats called Tabbies. 
5 It has whiſkers, like the reſt of .its kind and 
its eye is black and beautiful. 


The opening of the pouch or bag, which i is 


. the receptable of the civet, differs from that of 


the reſt of the weaſel kind, not opening into, but 
under the anus. Beſide this opening, which 
is large, there is Ril another lower down; but 
for what purpoſes deſigned, is not known. The 

pouch itſelf is about two inches and an half 
Von. and two long; its opening makes a 


_ chink, from the top downwards, that is about 


two inches and an half long; and is covered on 
the edges, and within, with ſhort hair: when 

the two ſides are drawn aſunder, the inward ca- 
vity may be ſeen, large enough to hold a ſmall 
pullet's egg; all round this are ſmall glands, 


_ opening and furniſhing that Rrong perfume 
Which is ſo well known, and is found, in this 


en, of the colour and conſiſtence of po- 
Thoſe who, make it their buſineſs to 


oy theſe animals for their Perun uſually 
2 : take 


N Ris: 


ke it from them twice or thrice: 
ſometimes oftener: The hd | 
long fort of à box; in which it cannot: turm 
round. The perſon, therefore, opens this box 
behind, drags the animal backwards by the tail, 
keeps it in this poſition 'by'a bar before, and, 
with a wooden ſpoon, takes the eivet from the 
pouch, as carefully as he can; then lets the tail 
go, and fhuts the box again. The perfurne, thus 
procured, is put into a veſle}, which he takes 
cart to keep ſhut; and when a fuflicient quün- 
thy is procured, it's Ye makes 
- The Ayet e, though à native en rineſt 
climates; is yet found wo five it Adore oY 
even cold countries, provided it be defended 
| fully from the infuries of the air,  Whereforey 
it is not only bred among the Turks, the Ind 
ans, and Africans, but great nwnbers of Wels 
animals are "alſo" bred in Holland; where this 
ſeraping people make no final galn of its per- 
füme. The perfume” f Amiſterdain is reckot-- 
ed the pureſt of any; the people of other coun" 
tries adulterating it with guns, and ether mat- 
ters, which diminiſh its value, but encttaſe ite 
weight. The quantity which' à ſingle amin 
affords generally depends upon its health and 
nouriſtment. It gives more in 1 a it. 


* Buffon, vel ud. < e Po 
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is more. delicately and/ abundant! y. fed. Raw 
fleſh, haſhed ſmall, eggs, rice, birds, young 
fowls, and particularly fiſh, are the kinds of food 
the civet moſt delights: in. Theſe are to be 
changed and altered, to ſuit and entice its appe-, 
tite, and continue its health. It gets but very; | 
little water; and althou gh it drinks but rarely, 
yet it makes urine very frequently ; 3 and, upon 
; ſuch occaſions, we cannot, as in other animals, 
5 diſtinguiſh the male from the female. =o 
The perfume of the civet-is ſo n that i it 
bl - communicates itſelf to all parts of the animal 
Wit body; the fur is impregnated thereby, and hs 
| ſkin penetrated to ſuch a degree, that it conti- 
nues to preſerve the. odour : for a long time after, 
it is ſtript off. If a perſon be ſhut up with one 
of them in a cloſe room, he cannot ſupport the, 
perfume, which is ſo copiouſiy diffuſed. When 
the animal. is/irritated, as in all the weaſel. king. 
its ſcent is much more violent than ordinary ® 
and if it; be tormented. ſo as to. make it ſyeat, 
this alſo.is a ſtrong; perfume, and ſerves to adul- 
terate or encreaſe what is otherwiſe, obtained. 
from it. In general, it is ſold i in Holland for 
about fifty ſhillings. an ounce; though, like all 
_ other commodities, its value alters in propor-, 
tion to the demand. Civet muſt be choſen 
new, of a good conſiſtence, a whitiſh colour, 
and a ſtrong, diſagreeable ſmell. There is ſtill 


a very conſiderable traffic carried on from 
2 Dues, 
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Zufferah, Culicurt; and other places in India, 
chere de animal that produces it is Bred 3 


from the Levant alſo, from Guinea, and eſpe- N 


clally from 5 in South Ameritz; alitiough. 
Mr. Buffon is of opinion that the animal is 
2 native only of the Old Continemt, and net 
to be found wild in the New. The beſt civet;, 
however; is furniſhed; as was obſerved; by the 
Dutch, though not in ſuch quantities at pre- 
ent as ſome years paſt,” when this perfume- 
was more in faſhion, © Civet is a much more. 
grateful: perfume than muſk, to which it tas: 
ſome "reſemblance 3 and was ſome years ago, 
uſed for the fame purpoſes ini medicine. But, 
at preſent; it is quite diſcontinued in preſcrip=. | 
tion; and perſons of taſte or elegance ſettn to. 
proſcribe it even from the toilet. Perfumes, 
like dreſs, have their viciflitudes;z muſk was 
in peculiar repute, until diſplaced by civet 5. 
both gave ground; upon diſcovering the man- 
ner of preparing ambergreaſe; and even this. 
is now diſuſed for the leſs powerful vegetable - 
kinds of e 1 6f er er _ 
of roſes. | 
A to ce a the cloet js aid to be 4 l. 1 
Ceres animal; and, although ſonetimes tatied,. 
is never thoroughly famikar, Its teeth are 
ſtrong and cutting; although its claus be s. 
ble and flexible. It is light and active, and lives. 
nne its kind, * 
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animals that it is able to erg S 
come. They are ſometimes, ſeen ſtealing into 
l the yards and outhouſes, to ſeize upon the | 


and other {mall 


poultry; their eyes ſhine in the night, and it is 


very probable that they ſee better in the dark 
than by day. When they fail of, animal food, 
| they are found to ſuhſiſt upon roots and fruits, 
and very ſeldom drink; for which reaſon, they 
are never found near. great waters. They breed 
very faſt in their native, climates, where the 
heat ſeems to conduce to their propagation; 
but in our temperate latitudes, although they 
| furniſh their perfume in great quantities, yet 
1 they are not found to multi ply.—A. proof that 
their perfume has no analogy with N appe- 
| tite for e 3 
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IF WILL add but one e 


numerous claſs of the. weaſel. kind; namely, 


the Glutton; which, for ſeveral reaſons, ſeems: 


to belong to this tribe, and this only. We 
have hitherto had no preciſe deſcri ption of this 
quadrupede; ſome reſembling it to a badger, 
ſome to a fox, and ſome to an hyæna. Lin- 


nus places it among the weaſels, from the 


fimilitude of its teeth; ĩt ſhould ſeem to me to 


reſemble this animal ſtill more, from the great 
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from the ſoftneſs of its fur, its-difagreeable ſcent; 
and its inſatiable appetite for animal fobd. Mir. i 
Klein, who ſaw one of them which was broughnmtt 
alive from Siberia, aſſures us, that it was ahouỹt 
three feet long *, and about a foot ahd an half 1 
high. If we compare theſe dimenſions. with” 
thoſe of other animals, we ſhall find that they: 
approach more nearly to the claſs we ate at 
preſent deſcribing than any other; and that the 
glutton may very juſtly be conceived under te 
form of a great -overgrown weaſel. Its noſe; 
| its cars, its teeth, and its long buſhy tail are 
entirely ſimilar ; and as to what is ſaid of its 
being rather corpulent 1 than ſlender, it is moſt 
probable that thoſe who deſcribed it thus ſaw i it: 
after eating, at which: time its belly we are 
aſſured is moſt monftrouſly diſtended: however, 1 
ſuſpending all certainty upon this ſubject, I will 3 
take leave rather to follow Linnæus than Buffon 
in deſetibing this animal; and mee goin 
perience to judge between them 
I be Glutton, which js! ſo called from 1 „ 
racious: appetite; zis an animal found as: well in 
the north of Europe and Siberia, as in the 
north parts off Arbeties, where it has the name 
jou, Amidſt 5 W 


F 11 5¹ 1 9} 1 K 1 n x40 kJ. 

25 He fays, it was an, ell and eight inches long; 3. Thave,: - | 
therefore, i given its length as. ſoppoſing 1 it to Ren Finn; 
ell, which re inches. l 1 
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tons which haye been given of it, no very Juſt 
ide can be farmed f it figure 3. and indeed 


ſome naturaliſts, among whom was Ray, en- 
tirely doubted of its exiſtende. From the beſt 


accounts, however, we have of it, the body is 
thick and long, the legs ſhort; it is black along 


the back, and of 2 reddiſh-brown on the ſides; 


its fur is held in the higheſt eſtimation, for its 


like that of the weaſel, but rather ſflorter; and 
its Jegs and claws better fitted for climbing 
trees, than for runring along the ground. 


| Thus far it entirely reſembles the weaſel; and 


its manner of taking its e e PF IRR 


and not by purſuit. 
Scaree any of ee eee logs 


and long bodies purſue their prey; but, æno-]ẽ u 


ing their own incapacity to overtake it by 
ſwiftneſs, either creep upon it in its-retreats, or 
wait in ambuſh, and ſeize it Patient 
The glutton, from the make of its legs, ind 

the length of its body, muſt be perde 
flow ; and, conſequently, its only reſource is 


in taking its prey by ſurprize All the reſt of 


the weaſel kind, from the ſmiallneſs of their 
fize, are better fitted for a life of inſidious ra- 


pine than this; they can purſue their prey into 
its retreats, they can hitk unſeen among the 
branches of trees, and hide themſclyes with caſe 


_ the leaves: but the glutton is too large 
TOTS to 
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to follow. ſmall. prey into their retreats; non 
would ſuch, even if obtained, be ſufficient to 
ſuſtain it. For theſe reaſons, therefore, this 
3 ſeems naturally compelled to the life for 
| which it has long been remarkable. Its oniyx 
refource is to elimb a tree, which it does with 
great eaſe, and there it waits With patience until 
ſome large animal paſſes underneath, upon Which 
it darts RO wann een and 58 
ws At; © WI TH Tout: F £70) 
ih i>-chindy in North A merit . 4 vo- 
racious creature is ſeen lurking among the thick 
branches of trees, in order to ſurprize the deer, 
With which the extenſive foreſts: of that part of 
the world abounds! ; with a degree of 


patience equal toi its rapacity, the glutton angles 


out ſuch trees as:it obſerves marked by the teeth 
or the antlers of; the deer; an is known to re- 
main chere watching for ſeveral: days together. 
If it has fixed upon à wrong tree, and finds that 
the.deer have either left that part of the country, 
or cautiouſly ſhun the place, it xeluctantiy de- 

| ſcends,. purſues the beaver toi its retreat, or even 
ventures into the water in purſuit of fiſnes. But 
if it happens that, by long attention, and keep-, 
ing cloſe, at laſt; the elk ox the rein· deer happens 
to paſs that way, it at once darts down upon 
them, ſtigks its claws between their {houlders/ 


and remains there unalterably firm. It is in 


vain chat the large > ads animal. encreaſes its 
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ſpeed, or thieatens with its branehing CTY 
the glutton having taken poſſeon of its poſt, 


nothing can drive it off; its enormous prey 


drives rapidly along amongſt the thickeft woods, 
fubs itſelf againſt the largeſt trees, and tears 
down the branches with its expanded horns; 
but ſtill its inſatiable foe ſticks behind, eating its 


neck; and digging its paſſage to the great blood- 


veſſels that lie in that part. Travellers who 


wander through thoſe deſerts, often ſee pieces of 
the” ghitton's Kin ſticking d the trees; againſt 


which it was rubbed” by the deer. Put the 


animal's ' yoracity is greater than its feelings, 


- and it never ſeines without bringing down its 


and feeble with the loſs of | blood, falls, the 


glutton is ſeen to make up for its former ab- 
ſtinence, by its preſent voracity As it is not 


poſſeſſed of a feaſt of this kind every day, it , 


reſotves to lay in a ſtere to ſerve it for a good 
while to come. It is indeed amazing how much 
one of theſe animals can eat at a time]! That 
which was ſeen by Mr. Klein, although without 
exerciſe or air, although taken from its native 
climate, and enjoying but an indifferent ſtate 
of health, was yet ſeen to eat thirteen pounds 
of fleſh every day, and yet remained unſatisfied. 


We may, therefore, eaſily conceive how much 


more it muſt devour at once, after a long faſt, 
of a food of its own procuring, and in the 
C_ 


Li 


ſome and helpleſs ſtate it finds its chief pro- 
tection. from its horrid: ſmell, which few ani. 


a n 


climate moſt natural to its conſtitution. / We 
are told, accordingly, that from being a lank 
thin animal, which it naturally i is, it then gorges 
in ſuch quantities, that its belly is diſtended; 
and its whole figure ſeems to alter. Thus vo- 


any other animal function, it lies totally torpid 


by the animal it has killed; and in this ſituation 
continues for. two or three days. In this loath< 


mals care to come near *; ſo that it continues ; 


eating and ſleeping till its prey be devoured, 
bones and all; and then it . a tree, in 
| 1 of another adventure. 


The glutton, like ee eee 
kind, ſeems to prefer the moſt putrid fleſh to 
that newly killed; and ſuch is the voraciouſ- 
neſs of-this hateful creature, that, if its ſwiftneſs 


and ſtrength were equal to its rapacity, it would 


ſoon thin the- foreſt of every other living erea- 
ture. But, fortunately, it is ſo flow that there 


is ſcarce a quadrupede that cannot eſcape it, en- 
cept the beaver. This, therefore, it very fre- 


quently purſues upon land; but the beaver ge- 
nerally makes good. its retreat by taking to the 


water, where the glutton has no chance to ſuc- 
ceed. - This purſuit hs _— 


1M | Linse 8ylk p. 67: e 
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for in the winter all that remains is to attack 
the beaver's houſe; as at that time ĩt never ſtirs 
from home. This attack, however, ſeldom 
ſucceeds; for the beaver has a covert way bored 
under the ice, and the glutton has only the 
| 3000 ·˙ : | 
A life of necelity. Wee lads a FR 
fertile invention. The / glutton,.. continually 
preſſed by the call of appetite, - and having 
neither ſwiftneſs nor activity to ſatisfy it, is 
obliged to make up by ſtratagem the defects of 
nature. It is often ſeen to examine the traps 
and the ſnares laid for other animals, in order 
to anticipate the fowlers. It is ſaid to practiſe a 
thouſand arts to procure its prey, to ſteal upon 
the retreats of the rein- deer, the fleſh of which 
animal it loves in preference to all others; to lie 
in wait for ſuch animals as have been maimed 
by the hunters; to purſue the iſatis while it is 
hunting for itſelf; and, when that animal, has 
run down its prey, to come in and ſeize upon 
the whole, and ſometimes to devour even its 
poor provider; when theſe purſuits fail, even to 
dig up the graves, and fall upon the Hens in- 
terred there, devouring them, bones and all. For 
theſe reaſons, the natives of the countries where 
the glutton inhabits, hold it in utter deteſtation, 
and uſually term it the vulture of quadrupedes. 


And yet it is extraordinary enough, that, being 
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S very 5 to man, it does not Rem to 
fear him *. We are told by Gmelin of one of 


theſe coming up boldly and calmly where there 5 


were ſeveral perſons at work, without teſtifying 


the ſmalleſt apprehenſion, or attempting to run 


until it had received ſeveral blows, that athaft 
totally diſabled it. In all probability it cane 


among them ſeeking its prey; and, having been 


uſed to attack animals of inferior ſtrength, it 
had no idea of a force ſuperior to its own. The 


glutton, like all the reſt of its kind, is a ſolitary” 


animal; and is never ſeen. in company exeept 
with its female, with which it couples in the 
midſt of winter. The latter goes ] ]¶üů ung 
about four months, and brings forth two or 


three at a time f. They burrow in holes as the 


weaſel; and the male and female are generally 
found together, both equally reſolute in defence 
of their young. Upon this occaſion the boldeſt 


dogs are afraid to approach them; they fight 
obſtinately, and bite moſt cruelly. However, as 


they are unable to eſcape by flight, the hunters 
come to the aſſiſtance of the dogs, and eaſily 


overpower them. Their fleſh, it may readily 
be ſuppoſed, is not fit to be eaten; but the 


ſkins amply recompenſe the hunters for their 
toil and danger. The fur has the moſt beauti- |. 
ful luſtre that can be imagined, and is preferred _ 


- Buffon. PSS. Linnzi Syſtem, p. 67. | 
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before all a, except that of the Siberian fox, 
or the ſable. Among other peculiarities of this 
animal, Linnzus informs us, that it is very dif- 
— ficult to be ſkinned; but from what cauſe, . 
whether its abominable Rench, or the ſkin's + 
tenacity to the fleſh, he has not A fit to 
ne us. ; 
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